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WBSEDCL Proceedings of Public Hearing for Turga Pumped
Storage Project, West Bengal

DETAILS OF PUBLIC HEARING

1. INDTRODUCTION
An Environmental Public Hearing in respect of proposed 1000MW Turga Pumped Storage
Project, executed by West Bengal State Electricity Distribution Company Limited (WBSEDCL),
Purulia District, West Bengal was held on 2™ February 2016 at “Banabitan” Meeting Hall,
Baghmundi, P.O- Baghmundi, District-Purulia, West Bengal. The Advertisements for
conducting public hearing was published in following newspapers on 26.12.2015:

e The Telegraph

e Ananda Bazar Patrika
A copy of the advertisement published in the above referred newspapers is enclosed as
Annexures-|
The hearing commenced from 12:00Noon onwards and was presided by Shri P.K.Maity, Addl.
District Magistrate (Development), Dist.-Purulia, West Bengal.
Following panel members were present during the Public Hearing:

1. Shri P.K.Maity : Chairman
Addl. District Magistrate (Development),
District Purulia
West Bengal

2. ShriS. Ganguly : Member
EnvironmentalEngineer
Representative of SPCB
West Bengal Pollution Control Board (WBPCB)

3. Shri K.Sahoo : Member
AEEr
Representative of SPCB
West Bengal Pollution Control Board (WBPCB)

4. Shri N.C. Barai : Member
AEE
Representative of SPCB
West Bengal Pollution Control Board (WBPCB)

The following officials also attended the Public Hearing:
1. Mr. Surajit Chakrabortty, Chief Engineer, PSPD, WBSEDCL
2. Mr. Tarun K. Mitra, PM & CE, PSPP, WBSEDCL
3. Mr. Brata Narayan Sarkar, Advisor, WBSEDCL
4. Mr. Surajit Dutta, Advisor, WBSEDCL
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Mr.Arup K Chattyopadhyaya, ACE, PPSP, WBSEDCL
Mr. Ashis K Bhowmick, ACE, PSPD, WBSEDCL

Mr. Sourav Chakraborty, A.E. (Civil), PSPD, WBSEDCL
Dr. S.K.Tyagi , Chief Scientist, WAPCOS Limited

Mr. R.V.Ramana, Chief, WAPCOS Limited

10. Mr. Manoranjan Mandal, Dy. CE, WAPCOS Limited
11. Mr. Malay Patra, Surveyor, WAPCOS Limited

¥ ® N oow

The minutes of Public Hearing Meeting are enclosed as Annexure-Il. A total of 43 persons
attended the public hearing. The list of participants is also enclosed in the minutes of Public
Hearing.The photographs of the public hearing are enclosed as Annexure-ll|

The hearing started with a welcome note from Sri S.Ganguly, Environmental Engineer, West
Bengal Pollution Control Board. He explained about the provisions of the EIA
Notification S.0. 1533 dt. 14.09.2006 and also informed the audience about the draft
proposal of West Bengal State Electricity Distribution Company Limited (WBSEDCL)
for the proposed Turga Pumped Storage (1000 MW) Project in Baghmundi, District -
Purulia, West Bengal.

Sri P. K Maity, Additional District Magistrate (Development), Dist. Purulia then requested
the Project Proponent (PP) to explain the proposed project in detail, giving
emphasis on the environmental aspects in particular, for discussion among the panel
members and others present in the hearing.

Sri S.Chakrabortty, Chief Engineer, Pumped Storage Project Department of West Bengal
State Electricity Distribution Company Limited explained the details of the proposed
Turga Pumped Storage Project and the detailed of field studies conducted to evaluate the
impacts likely to accrue on account of the proposed project and measures recommended for
amelioration of adverse impacts and enhancement of positive impacts. He mentioned about
the baseline status of Air, Water & Noise Quality of the Area which are well within the
standards. Thelocation details ofthe project, construction details water, land
requirementetc. for the project, were also covered as a part of the project feature. He
further elaborated on the steps to be takenfor developingthe society through activities
under Corporate Social Responsibility of the company.

Sri P. K Maity, Additional District Magistrate (Development), District Purulia requested the
audience to come up with their views and suggestions regarding the environmental

impact of the proposed project.
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Dr. S.K.Tyagi, Chief (Ecology) further presented procedure of Environmental Clearance/Public

hearing. The details of the methodology adopted for conducting the EIA studies, impacts

likely to accrue and the management measures as well. The Resettlement and Rehabilitation

Plan along with Local Area Development Plan proposed as a part of the study were also

presented and discussed during Public Hearing.
2. KEY ISSUES RAISED DURING PUBLIC HEARING

The key issues raised during public Hearing and their responses is given below:

1.

Sri Ajoy Kumar of village Pathardih requested the project proponent (PP)
to ensure appropriate compensation package to the land losers. He further requested

the PP to ensure proper implementation of their CSR commitments.

. Sri Sunil Mandi and Sri Pada Mandi of village Tharpania requested the PP to

ensure overall socio- economic development of the neighbouring area by
generating direct as well as indirect employment opportunities for the local
people and proper implementation of their CSR activities. Sri Mandi also
requested the PP to arrange for potable water facility and dig new ponds and

wells in the water-scarce villages of the surrounding area.

. Sri Sikari Maji  of village Pathardih requested the PP to give priority to land

losers for direct as well as indirect employment in the proposed project and
ensure proper compensation package for them. He also requested the PP to
ensure proper implementation of their CSR commitments giving emphasis
on development of local road condition, extensive plantation activity in and
around the project site, rendering help to local schools and providing medical
facility to local villagers, development of playground in the area etc. Sri Maji
also requested the PP to relocate the two temples (Ram Mandir and Vaishno
Devi Mandir) which will come under the area of the proposed project as both
are integral part of the social as well as religious lives of the local residents.
Finally Sri Maji assured the PP that the local people will extend all sorts of help

towards them for an early implementation of the proposed project.

Sri P. K. Maity, Additional District Magistrate (Development),Dist. Purulia then

requested the project proponent to address the issues raised in the public hearing.
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5. Sri S.Chakraborty, Chief Engineer, Pumped Storage Project Department
ofWest Bengal State Electricity Distribution Company Limited assured the
gathering that they will implement all their CSR activities through the local
administration for overall and inclusive development of the neighbouring area.
He clearly stated that being a Government Organisation it is not possible for
them to generate direct employment on priority basis for the local people as
the same will violate the Government's employment policy, however he assured
the gathering that once the project work is initiated there will be generation of
significant number of indirect employment which ultimately will lead
to overall socio-economic development of the locality around the project site.
Finally Sri Chakraborty assured the local people that at present no private land
will be taken for the project; however if any such land is taken in the future

proper compensation package will be given to the land losers.

6. Sri S.Ganguly, Environmental Engineer, West Bengal Pollution Control Board,
suggested that the project proponent should include all the issues discussed in
the public hearing, in the final EIA/EMP report and address the issues properly
during implementation of the project. Sri Ganguly also assured the audience
that the deliberations presented by the audience in the hearing is being recorded
and unedited videography of the whole proceedings will be forwarded to the

appropriate authorities for their consideration.

7. Sri P.K.Maity, Additional District Magistrate (Development), Dist. Purulia
requested the PPto strictly comply with the prevailing environmental norms
and fulfil all their commitments regarding CSR activities. The ADM also
mentioned that West Bengal Pollution Board will upload the proceedings of the
public hearing in their website. Finally, Sri P. K. Maity, Additional District
Magistrate (Development), Purulia expressed his gratitude to the audience for
their active participation in this public hearing and concluded the session.
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ANNEXURE-II

SPF
o WEST BENGAL POLLUTION CONTROL- BOARD
e — (Department of Environment, Govt. of We=st Bengal)
WEST BENGAL Paribesh Bhawan, 104, Block - La, Scctor-il|
Bidhannagar, Kolkata-70¢ QS8 India

M r
Tel: 2335- 9088/ 7428 /8211 /6731 /0261 [ ES61/ 1625
e ¥ o9 c s.C.I\RIYSY o s g

Website: waww.whbgacb.gov.in

Dated: 02.2016

h\ | /4 ?fgﬂ’:(/ b Y sV'D Code : 33, Country Code: 33

Memo No. -2N-93/2012(E)

To,

The Member Secretary

Expert Appraisal Committee (River Valley & Hydroelectric Projects)
Ministry of Environment, Forests & Climate Change,

Govt. of India, Indira Paryavaran Bhawan,

lor Bagh Road, New Delhi— 110 D03.

Sub: Public Hearing for the proposed Turga Pumped Storage (1000 MW) project in Baghmundi, Dist —
Purulia, West Béngal, by M/s. West Bengal State Electricity Distribution Company Limited.
Sir,

| am enclosing herewith the following decuments for the above mentioned project towards environmental

clearance by the State Environment Impact Assessment Authority, West Bengal.

1) Chronology of events leading to Public Hearing. (Annexure —1).

2) Minutes of Public Hearing dated 02.02.2016 at "Banabitan” Meeting Hall, Baghmundi, PO -
Baghmundi, Dist — Purulia, West Bengal. (Annexure — |I).

3] Copy of attendance of panel members and others in Public Hearing. [Annexure — Il1),

4] One CD containing the videography of the public hearing. [Annexure — V).

Yours faithfully,

Sd/-
(D. Sarkar)
Senior Environmental Engineer {EIM Cell)
West Bengzal Pollution Control Board

Enclo: As stated.

Memo No. [ 549(1) -2n-93/2012(E) Dated: 292..022016

Cop :
fi 5. Chakrabortty, Chief Engineer, M/s. West Bengal State Electricity Distribution Company Lmited,
Vidyut Bhavan, 5" Floor, Block DI, Sector — I, Salt Lake, Kolkata — 700 091.

Wi O

(D. Sarkar;n'

Senlor Enwironmental Engineer (EIM Cell)

West Bengal Pollution Control Board O
\



Annexe—re-l

Chronology of events leading to Public Hearing

1} Copy of the letter from the Additional District Magistrate (Dev), Dist — Purulia dated 18.1 = .2015

(copy enclosed).

2] Letter of circulation of copies of Executive Summary and EIA / EMP of the project on 28.1 2205

{copy enclosed),

3] Natification of Public Hearing in two local dailies published on 26.12.2015 (copy enclosed).

4) Helding Public Hearing at "Banabitan” Meeting Hall, Baghmundi, PO — Baghmundi, Dist ~ P rulia,

West Bengal on 02.02.2016,

Copies of Executive Summary with EIA/EMP report were available for public scrutiny in the

10,

11.

12.

13.

14,

1%

offices of:

#

Office of the District Magistrate, Purulia, Govt. of West Bengal.

Office of the Additional District Magistrate (Development), Dist — Purulia,

Office of the Sub-Divisional Officer, Purulia Sadar West Sub-Division, Dist — Purulia

Office of the Block Development Officer, Baghmundi Development Block, Dist —Purulia
Office of the General Manager, D.|.C., Purulia.

Office of the Sabhadhipati, Purulia Zilla Parishad,

Office of the Baghmundi Panchayat Samity, Dist — Purulia

Office of the Baghmundi Gram Panchayat, Dist — Furulia.

Office of the Ayodhya Gram Panchayat, Dist —Purulia

Office of the Chief Engineer (O & E), Paribesh Bhawan, 10A, Block-LA, Sector-lll, Salt Law iy,
Kolkata — 700 098.
Office of the Senior Environmental Engineer, Kankinara Circle Office, Panpur More, Kiljani

Expressway, PO — Narayanpur, Dist: 24 Parganas(N).

Office of the Enviranmental Engineer, Asansol Sub-Regional Office, ADDA, Commercial Watet,
2™ Floor, Opp.— Asansol Fire Station, G, T. Road, Asansol, Dist — Burdwan, PIN —713301.

Department of Environment, Govt. of West Bengal, Poura Bhavan, 4" Floor, FD-415/A, Sl —
i, 5alt lake, Kolkata 700 106,

Ministry of Enviranment, Forests & Climate Change, Eastern Zonal Office, Bhubaneswar.

Head Office of West Bengal Pollution Control Board, Paribesh Bhawan, 104, Block-LA, Setnrdl,
Salt Lake City, Kolkata — 700 D98,



PROCEEDINGS OF THE PUBLIC HEARING FOR THE PROPOSED TURGA PUMPED
STORAGE (1060 MW) PROJECT IN BAGHMUNDI, DIST - PURULLA, WEST BENGAL BY
M/S WEST BENGAL STATE ELECTRICITY DISTRIBUTION COMPANY LIMITED HELD
ON 02.02.2016 AT 12:00 NOON AT “BANABITAN" MEETING HALL, BAGHMUNDI, PO -
BAGHMUNDI, DIST - PURULIA, WEST BENGAL

M/s West Bengal State Electricity Distribution Company Limited submitted an application to West
Bengal Pollution Contro! Board for conducting Public Hearing for the proposed Turga Pumped Storage
(1000 MW) Project in Baghmundi, Dist — Purulia, West Bengal As per the EIA notification S0 1533
dated 14th September, 2006 of the MoEF, Govt. of India, Environmental Clearance of the said project 1s
required to be obtained from the MoEF & CC, Govt. of India after conducting Public Heanng,

Accordingly, West Bengal Pollution Control Board afier observing all formalitics conducted the Public
Hearing on 02,02 2016 at 12:00 Hrs. at “Banabitan™ Mecting Hall, Baghmundi, PO - Baghmundi, st -
Purulia, West Bengal. All the panel members were present in the hearing. Sn P K. Maity, Addinonal
District Magistrate (Development), Dist. Purulia presided over the hearing. List of the panel members and
the others present in the public hearing 15 enclosed.

The hearing started ‘with a welcome note from Sri S Ganguly, Environmental Engineer, West Bengal
Pollution Control Board. He explained about the provisions of the above stated MoEF notification and
also informed the audience about the draft proposal of M/s West Bengal State Electncity Distnbution
Company Limited for the proposed Turga Pumped Storage (1000 MW) Project in Baghmundi, Dist -
Purulia, West Bengal

Sri P K. Maity, Additional District Magistrate (Development), Dist. Purulia then requested the project
proponent (PP) to explain in details about the propesed project, giving emphasis on the environmental
aspects in particular, for discussion among the panel members and others present in the heaning,

Sn S.Chakraborty, Chief Engineer, Pumped Storage Project Department of M/s West Bengal State
Electricity Distribution Company Limited narrated the details of the proposed project and the pollution
control measures to be taken for the same through power point presentation. He explained the location
details of the project, construction details of the same, basic requirements like water, land ete. for the
project, environmental impacts anising out of the same as well as the mitigative measures proposed by
M/s West Bengal State Electricity Distribution Company Limited to combat the effects. He mentioned
about the baseline status of Air. Water & Noise Quality of the area which are well within the standards.
He farther elaborated on the steps to be taken for developing the society throygh activities under
Corporate Social Responsibility of the company

Sn P. K. Maity, Additional Distnct Magistrate (Development), Dist. Purulia requested the andience to
come up with their views and suggestions regarding the environmental impact of the proposed project.

During the discussion the panel members and the others present in the public hearing made queries /
supgestions with respect to the proposed project, which are noted below:

Sri Ajoy Kumar of village Pathardih requested the project proponent (PP) to ensure appropriate
compensation package to the land losers. He further requested the PP to ensure proper implementation of
their CSR commitments.

Sri Sunmil Mandi and Sri Pada Mandi of village Tnarpama requested the PP to ensure overall socio-
economic development of the neighbouring area by generating direct as well as indirect employment
opportunities for the local people and proper implementation of their CSR activities. 5r1 Mandi also



reqmsted the PP 1o arrange for potable water facility and dig new ponds and wells in the water-scarce
villages of the surrounding area.

Sri Skari Maji of village Pathardih requested the PP to give priority to land losers for direct as well as
indirect. employment in the proposed project and ensure proper compensation package for them. He also
requested the PP to ensure proper implementation of their CSR commitments giving emphasis on
development of local road condition, extensive plantation activity in and around the project site, rendering
helg 1o local schools and providing medical facility to local villagers, development of plaveround in the
area e, Sri Maji also requested the PP 1o relocaie the two temples (Ram Mandir and Vaishno Dewi
Mangir) which will come under the area of the proposed praject as both are integral part of the social as
well as religious lives of the local residents. Finally Sni Maji assured the PP that the local people will
extend all sorts of help towards them for an early implementation of the proposed project.

SriP. K. Maity, Additional District Magistrate (Development), Dist Purulia then requested the projeet
proponcnt (o address the 1ssucs raised in the public hearing,

Si § Chakraborty, Chicf Engineer, Pumped Storage Project Department of Mfs West Bengal State
Eleetricity Distribution Company Limited assured the gathening that they wall implement all their CSR
activities through the local administration for overall and inclusive development of the neighbounng area.
He dlearly stated that being a Government Organisation it 1s not possible for them to gencrate direct
employment on priority basis for the local people as the same will violate the Government’s employment
policy, however he assured the gathering that once the project work is initiated there will be generation of
significant number of indirect cmployment which ultimately will lead to overall socio-economic
development of the locality around the project site. Finally Sri Chakraborty assured the local people that
at present no private land will be taken for the projeet, however if any such land is taken in the future

proper compensation package will be given to the land losers.

St §.Ganguly, Environmental Engineer, West Bengal Pollution Control Board, suggested that the project
proponent should include all the issues discussed in the public hearng, in the final EIA/EMP report and
address the issues properly during implementation of the project. Sri Ganguly also assured the audicnce
that the deliberations presented by the audience in the hearing is being recorded and unedited videography
of the whole proceedings will be forwarded to the appropriate authorities for their consideration.

Sri P K Maity, Additional District Magistrate (Development), Dist. Purulia requested the PP Lo strictly
comply with the prevailing environmental norms and fulfil all their commitments regarding CSR
activities. The ADM also mentioned that West Bengal Pollution Board will upload the proceedings of the
public hearing in their website Fmally, Sni P. K. Maity, Addinonal District Magistrate (Development),
Purulia expressed his gratitude to the audience for therr active participation in this public hearing and

concluded the session.

ettt Lo

Sri S.Ganguly Sri P.K.Maity
Environmental Engineer Additional District Magistrate (Development)
West Bengal Pollution Control Board Dist — Parulia
Additional Distict Magistrate [Dev)
PURULIA
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f"‘h A\ Governimnent of Wes: Bengal
¥ f;fﬂﬁ' WY Office of the Disirict Magistrate, Purulia

General Section.

Memo. No._ 2822 /G Dated & -12- /2015
" To

The Sr. Environmental Engineer (E.1.M, Cell },

West Bengal Pollution Control Board,

Department of Environment, CA
Govt. of West Bengal, o

Paribesh Bhawan, \\EJ“/J
LOA, Block - LA, Sector - {1,
Bidhannagar, % ) \k

Kolkata - 7000098, A2 )

Sub:- Public Heaning for the proposed Turga Pumped Storage (1006M W)
Project in Baghmundi, Dist-Purulia, West Dengal, by M/s West Bengal
State Electricity Distribution Company Limited,

Ref:- Your Office Memo no 1048-2N-93/2012(E) dated 15/12/20185.

Apropos your letter under reference , Sri Prabal Kanti Maitv WBCS{Exel, Acdditional
IJisirict Magistrate (Dev), Purulia has been nominated for hearing on behalfl of the
District Magistrate, Purulia. You are requested to {ix the date of hearing on 02/02/2016
at 12 ncon at “Banabitan” meeting hall Baghmundi, P.O.- Baghmundi , District Purulia,

West Bengal and inform all concerned accordingly.

This is for your information and necessary action. /F
Addl. District Mag:sﬂtg/!)ev]
33 Purulia,
Memo. No. 2822 1( 33 /G Dated _1 812 /2015

Copy lorwarded to:
i. The Block Development Officer , Baghmundi for information and necessary action.
2. C.A. 1o District Magistrate, Purulia for information.
3. C.A. to Addl. District Magistrate (Dev), Purulia for information.

( Addl Dmmc(@ﬁﬁsﬂ ev}
L\%\V’ U purulia
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Ciey Coder 1 08, Crirmesy Cade 01
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Paribesh Bhavwnn, 104, Blinek = LA Sopinet]

1077 (1=15) |
Memo N, -IN-93/2012(E) Dated: 238 .12.2015

CIRCULAR

It is hereby informed that 4 Public Hearing will be held on 02.02.2016 a1 12:00 noon
“Banabitan” Meeting Hall, Baghmundi, PO — Baghmundi, Dist — Purulia, Wes: Denpal for
the aroposed Turga Pumped Storage (1000 MW) project in Baghmundi. Dist  Purulin.
West Bengal, by M/s. West Bengal State: Electricity Distribution Company Limited,
Paper sotitieation in this respect may kindly be seen in “The Telegrapn™ snd “Ananda 3azaw

Parrila”

it

In this reeard copics of the drafl EIA / EMDP report and Excoutive Summary of the po

alung with soft copies are sent herewith for record and for access to the gencral puhic loy
their mtonmation and participation of locally affccled persons in the Public Tieiarsa oy
|

12.02.2016. Special carc apainst any damage or pitferage of the draft BIA 7 EMP repee and

Exceutive Summary copiés should be taken as these are very much Hmited in fiumper

mﬁﬁ’\\”}\“’m

{D. Sarkar) .
Scenior Environmental Engincer (EIM Cell)
West Bengal Pollution Control Board



Memo No. [0FZ (15) -2N-93/2012(F) Dated: 2% 122015
Copy forwarded with copies of draft EIA 7 EMP report. Exective summary (Enplish and Bengali)
along with soft copies: -

. ©Mee ol the [Diswien Magistrate, Purulia, Gove of Wesl | Setaf Exceutive summary in
Fengiti. Prplish & Bengali and one draft
EIA / BEMP repon

2. Offiee of the Additicnal Distriet Magistrate {Development), - Do -
Firel - Purmabia,

3, Office ol the Sub-Divisional Officer, Purnlia Sadar West i
Sab-IHvision, Dist — Purulis

& (MTice of the Block Development Officer, Baghmupndi - e -
t)m-cénpmmp. Block, Dast — Parolia

3. OTee of the General Manager, D.1.C., Purulbia, -Dn
G (Oifeeel the Sabhadhipati, Purolia Zilla Parishad, B o 7
T filize ofthe Baghmundi Panchayat Samity, 351 Pumalia = [
B, Oee ol the Bughmundi Gram Panchayat, Dist - Paralia, e -
G Oilice nf the Ayodhya Gram Parchayat, Dist - 1maralia - Doy
M), Offize of the Chief Engineer (O & E), Parihesh Bhawan. - 130
A, Hinck-1.A, Sector-111,. Salt Lake City, Kolkata - 700
OH.
[ CHTiee of the Senior Environmenlal Engineer, Kanklnan i e
Circly OfMes. Panpur More, Kalyani Exprossway, PO -
Narayanpur, st 24 Parganas(iN).
12, Office ol the Eavironmental Eogineer, Asansol Sub-Regianal - D -
Oilice, ADDA, Commercial Market, 2% Floor, Omii—
Asatmsod 1Hre - Statien, G, T. Rosd, Asaasol, Dist - Burdwan,
PN 713301,
V3, Deparunent of Environment, Gowt, of West Bengal, Pourd - L -
Hhavar, 4™ Floar, FI-415/1, Sector — 171, Saln lake, Kolkas
00 1,
14, Mindstry of Envirenment, Farests & Climate Change, Eastern - 3o -

Aptal OEiee, Bhubaneswar,
.\_)A:'ﬂd OfTes of  West Benpal Pollitlon Control Daard, P -

Marthesl Hhpwan, 104, Bloek-LA, Sector-11], Sah Lake City,
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