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| 16 June 2024 - 06 August 2024 |
by Filipus Nangolo Kamati (REAION | Hopsol Africa)

The Japan International Cooperation Agency

(JICA) recently organized an enlightening
knowledge co-creation program on Renewa-
ble Energy, with a special focus on Photovol-
taic (PV) technology. This initiative brought
together nine participants from Angola,
Azerbaijan, Botswana, Egypt, Namibia, Nige-
ria, Pakistan, Serbia, and Turkey. The pro-
gram aims to empower developing countries
to enhance their solar PV generation and
utilization, fostering sustainable energy so-

lutions worldwide. ;
The program combined various instructional methods, including lectures by both academics and industrial experts.
Participants engaged in discussions, field visits, and presentations to deepen their understanding. Additionally,
hands-on exercises were incorporated to apply theoretical knowledge. This multifaceted approach ensured a com-
prehensive learning experience.

The program offered comprehensive insights into Japan's initiation of solar PV development, detailing its promo-
tion strategies and the measures taken to overcome social, financial, and technical challenges.

SITE VISITS

During the program, we visited variety of locations
such as a mega solar project site, a solar PV modules
recycling plant and a rooftop solar installation site.
Additionally, we toured facilities such as a utility
company load dispatching center, a mega-solar
verification, an environment museum, a solar DEPC
company, a transformer manufacturer, a robot factory,

arobot factory, and a car manufacturer.

My Experience

I extend my deepest gratitude to JICA, KITA, and all in-
volved parties for their efforts in organizing and admin-
istering such informative lectures and site visits. These
experiences have significantly enhanced my knowledge
and understanding. I am committed to leveraging the
knowledge and insights gained from this program to
address the challenges of promoting renewable energy
in my country, both from technical and administrative
perspectives. Thankful for for this invaluable opportuni-

ty.

| Japan Overseas Cooperation Volunteers (JOCV) '

New Arrival of Japanese Volunteers in Namibia

Welcome to Namibia, Mr. Kyotaro Takahashi

We are excited to announce the arrival of
one new Japan Overseas Cooperation
Volunteers (JOCV) in Namibia on August 8,
2024. His mission is to enhance

mathematics education in Erongo Region
(Usakos)

Assignment: Usakos Junior Secondary
School

Role: Mr. Kyotaro Takahashi will focus on
classroom instruction and teacher training,
helping to inspire students and improve
learning outcomes in mathematics.

Mr. Takahashi is very enthusiastic about
making a positive impact in Erongo Region
(Usakos Junior Secondary School) to
fostering a love for mathematics among
students.

This dispatch brings the current number of
volunteers in Namibia to ten (10)

VOICE FROM JOCV

My Fulfilling Karibib

Hello! My name is Takahito Watanabe, and I'm currently stationed at Karibib Junior Secondary
School in the vibrant town of Karibib. [ began my journey here in August 2023 and will continue until
July 2025.
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My Teaching Journey

At the school, I teach Grade 8 and 9 Math and IC classes, alongside a Grade 11 extra class and align
with Japanese class. My primary role is to enhance learners’ Math skills, as many face challenges in
this subject. I create handmade teaching materials and meticulously plan my lessons to ensure that
over half of my students earn credits in Math by the end of the year. Align with Japanese class, we en-
gage in various activities, including:

0 Practicing greetings and grammar

0 Self-introductions and simple conversations
0 Japanese games

0 Counting money and shopping simulations

Karibib is a charming town with a population of around
5,000 people, renowned for its mining industry. The
community is bustling with mine workers, and if you
approach from Windhoek, you’ll spot a sports field on
the north side of the B2 road. This field is a hub for soc-

j $ cer and other sports events organized by

schools and the community. Additionally,
- there’s a local gym where residents come
~ to train and stay active.
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v - We also celebrate cultural exchange by
creating school introduction videos,
cooking Japanese dishes, and learning to

use chopsticks.
Embracing the Journey

Despite facing challenges, [ am thoroughly
enjoying my fulfilling life in Karibib.
The experiences I share with my students and
the community make this journey truly re-
- warding. Thank you for joining me on this
adventure!
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JOURNEY TO JAPAN

By Ms. Edmunda De Sousa, Programme Officer, JICA Namibia

The Art of Japanese Vending Machines

Discover the Extraordinary: Japan’s Wonders Beyond the Ordinary
Japan is renowned for its high-tech vending machines, which offer much more than
just snacks and drinks. These ingenious devices can dispense anything from fresh
flowers and hot meals to electronics and even high-quality suits. With over 5 million
vending machines across the country, these automated marvels showcase Japan's

blend of convenience and innovation.
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Why are vending machines so popular in Japan?

Convenience: Open 24/7, they offer quick
access to food and drinks.

Variety: With thousands of machines, the
selection is virtually limitless.

Cultural Experience: Using a vending machine
is a unique part of Japanese culture, often
surprising visitors with their offerings.
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The best part of the vending machines in Japan
is the variety of products you can buy from
them, take a look at some of these unique
vending machines.
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Japan's vending machines are a testament to the country's creativity and convenience.
Whether you're looking for a hot meal, a refreshing drink, or a quirky souvenir, these
machines provide a little slice of Japanese innovation for everyone to enjoy. Next time you're
in Japan, make sure to explore the fascinating
world of vending machines—you never know what

you might find!

Dear Reader,

Please contact us at JICA Namibia should you have any queries or suggestions regarding our JICA
Newsletter.

In addition, we welcome requests on technical cooperation and/or requests for JOCV require-
ments. Kindly contact Ms. Ujama Swartz, Programme Officer, at the below contact details.

We value your support and thank you for taking the time to read our newsletter.
Yours in development,

AKihiko Hoshino

CONTACT US:
Ujama Swartz, Communications, JICA Namibia

Email: Swartz-Ujama@jica.go.jp

JICA Namibia Website: https://www.jica.go.jp/namibia/english/office/index.html

Embassy of Japan in Namibia Website: https://www.na.emb-japan.go.jp/itpr_en/about_us.html

17 Liliencron Street, Eros, P/Bag 12407 Ausspannplatz, Windhoek, Tel: +264 61 301236




