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Knowledge Co-Creation Program (KCCP):
The Development of Human Resources Adaptable to

Industry Needs in Electrical and Electronic Engineering

Mr. Wilbard Mbandeka, a lecturer at the Namibian
University of Science and Technology, participat-
ed in the Knowledge Co-Creation Program on the
Development of Human Resources Adaptable to
Industry Needs in Electrical and Electronic Engi-
neering in Kitakyushu, Japan, from August 18 to
October 12, 2024.

The program aimed to bridge the gap between
education institutions and industry by equipping
educators with tools and knowledge to enhance
student employability. Participants were trained
in software for electrical simulations, smart class-
room setups, and inclusive teaching methods.

Industry visits to major companies like Panasonic,
Nippon Steel, Mitsubishi Chemical, and Nissan of-
fered insights into cutting-edge technologies in
lighting, fluid control, heat processes, and robot-
ics.

Mbandeka also engaged with professors and stu-
dents from top Japanese universities to learn
about their education systems and industry-

oriented curricula.

The program also included cultural experiences,
showcasing Japan’s rich heritage and commitment to
environmental sustainability. Mbandeka returned
with valuable insights to help shape Namibia’s future
workforce.

My Experience

As an engineer this program was
enlightening and gave me a chance to
rub shoulders with the best and take
knowledge back to my country to steer
Namibia in the direction of a future

KCCP Country Focus Training: Enhancing Market-oriented Farming in
Northern Namibia through JICA Counterpart Training in Japan

The JICA Knowledge Co-Creation Program (Country Focus) on the Northern Namibia Small-Scale
Farmers’ Livelihood Enhancement Project (N-SHEP) was successfully implemented at JICA Hok-
kaido (Obihiro) (14 October to 01 November 2024)

This program was offered to the officers of Directorate of Agricultural Production, Extension and Engi-
neering Services (DAPEES) and Directorate of Veterinary Services (DVS) which work with DAPEES on

livestock development and extension in northern Namibia this year.

The training program received
high-level recognition with a visit
from Hon. Morven M. Luswenyo,
Ambassador of Namibia to Japan,
who observed the participants'
activities and engaged with them
on their learning progress.

This visit highlighted the diplo-
matic support for the project and
reaffirmed the importance of in-
ternational cooperation in agri-

cultural development.

Throughout the program, participants en-
gaged in a variety of educational activities
including lectures, farm visits, and hands-
on workshops. The training emphasized
the importance of cultivating a market-
oriented approach to agriculture, empow-
ering farmers to become more self-
sufficient and improve their economic
conditions. One of the key realization’s
participants had been that they must first
transform their own mindsets before help-
ing farmers make such changes. With this
in mind, they gained a deep understanding

of the methodology needed to promote the

approach in Namibia.

The 4th National Development Plan (NDP4), introduced in 2012, | ment Community (SADC). This partnership
identified the logistics hub as a priority goal, highlighting plans began in 2011, when JICA recognized Na-
for a new container terminal to increase capacity. A significant
focus was on increasing transit cargo to and from regional coun-
tries, which led to the formulation of a Logistics Hub Master Plan,
supported by JICA from 2014 to 2015. This plan outlined various
strategic components, such as marketing inland transit demands road infrastructure.
and strengthening transportation networks.

In subsequent years, the Walvis Bay Corridor Group (WBCG) was
appointed to implement the Master Plan, leading to the estab-
lishment of working groups and concrete measures for develop-
ment. JICA continued its support with a Phase 2 project, running
from 2020, to further progress the Master Plan's objectives, in-
cluding enhancing port operations and facilitating marketing ef-
forts.

By 2023, cross-border cargo volume had grown significantly, due
to collaborative efforts from various Namibian agencies involved
in implementing the plan. Notable upcoming developments in-
clude new operations at the Walvis Bay container terminal and a
one-stop border post.

JICA expressed pride in its role in supporting Namibia's journey
towards becoming a "Logistics Nation," anticipating continued
growth in its logistics capacity.

Logistics Hub Phase 2 : JCC 7

On 19 November 2024, the 7th Joint Coordi-
nation Committee meeting was held for the
Logistics Hub Master Plan Phase 2 as the
Project has come to an end. The meeting
took place at the National Planning Commis-
sion (NPC) where the handover was done by
Project Lead, Mr. Shigeki Kawahara to the in
coming Executive Director, Dr Micheal Hu-
mavindu.

For over a decade, the Japan International
Cooperation Agency (JICA) has been collabo-
rating with the Government of Namibia to
develop the country as an International Lo-
gistics Hub for the Southern Africa Develop-

mibia's potential for this role due to its stra-
tegic location, particularly the deepwater
port of Walvis Bay and its well-connected
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JOURNEY TO JAPAN

By Ms. Edmunda De Sousa, Programme Officer, JICA Namibia

The Art of Shodo:
A Glimpse into Japanese Calligraphy

Japanese calligraphy, or shodo, is a revered traditional art form that transcends mere writing. It’s
an expressive practice that uses brush and ink to craft characters from the three Japanese writing
systems—Kkanji, hiragana, and katakana—with a unique emphasis on aesthetics, balance, and
rhythm.

o A At the heart of Shodo are the fude (brush) and
' g | a sumi (ink). The brush is typically made from

soft, flexible bristles that allow for varied
stroke thickness, a key characteristic of shodo.

This dynamic range in stroke width gives the
calligraphy its vitality and expressiveness.

Traditionally, calligraphy is done on rice paper
or silk, which absorbs the ink in a way that
contributes to the fluidity of the strokes.

Shodo is as much about the space around the
characters as it is about the characters
themselves. Achieving balance between the
strokes and their placement on the page is a
vital skill.

The brushwork’s fluidity is intended to create a
rhythm that feels both beautiful and
harmonious. Practitioners of shodo often
approach each character with mindfulness,
focusing not just on how it looks, but also on
how it feels to write.

L R R R I B -

Shodo is more than just an art form; it is a
meditative practice that blends personal
expression with cultural history and aesthetic
beauty. It challenges the artist to find balance,
rhythm, and meaning in every stroke, while
embracing the subtle imperfections that
make each work unique.

Whether you are a practitioner of shodo or

simply an admirer, this art offers a window

into the rich traditions of Japanese culture

and the timeless connection between mind,
body, and spirit.

Dear Reader,

Please contact us at JICA Namibia should you have any queries or suggestions regarding our JICA
Newsletter.

In addition, we welcome requests on technical cooperation and/or requests for JOCV require-
ments. Kindly contact Ms. Ujama Swartz, Programme Officer, at the below contact details.

We value your support and thank you for taking the time to read our newsletter.
Yours in development,

AKihiko Hoshino

CONTACT US:
Ujama Swartz, Communications, JICA Namibia

Email: Swartz-Ujama@jica.go.jp

JICA Namibia Website: https://www.jica.go.jp/namibia/english/office/index.html

Embassy of Japan in Namibia Website: https://www.na.emb-japan.go.jp/itpr_en/about_us.html
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