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Foreword

To our partners, stakeholders and lriends in the Philippinés, we sincerély oppreciale your continved support 1o the
programs of the Jopan International Cooperation Agency [JICA) for the past years. As o balikbayan (returnee) 1o
the Philippines, | have witnessed the successful cooperation that developed from the shared vision and friendship
between the Joponese government through JICA and our Philppine counterparts.

s JICA's mission to take our successiul relations further 1o a new level bull upon our continuing country
assistance strategies

First, JICA shares the Phiippines’ long-term gool of achieving inclusive growth, We recognize the need to assist the
Phiippines' manufocturing sector and related industries, particularly small and medium enterprises [SMEs) in the
countryside. Manufacturing is o crifical economic driver whose multiplier effect creates the much-needed jobs for
the Fiipinos. while glio creating opportunities lor Jopanese investors

We are qlso supporting the Philippine government's development centerpliece which s the Publc-Privale
Partnership (PPP) program. Through the PPP, specific opportunities for infrostructure development wil be created,
while also providing Jopanese businessman better investment prospects.

Second, the unigque hes between the Phdippings and Japan through JCA mutually benefited our nahons over the
yeors, From partneships with non-govermmmen! organizations, local govemment units ond national agencies 1o
training programs, we have achieved milestones in our cooperation efforts.

Our shared experience of coping with unexpected disasters, including the March 11 incident in Tohoku region in
Jopon and the Tropical Storm Sendong that hit Cogayan de Oro and ligan Cities in the Philippines in 2011,
encouraged us 1o work 1ogether more closely 1o help our people. Through each other's support during these
difficult times, our atfinity has grown even stronger. With JICA's assistance and with the courage and resiklence ol
our countrymen, we have risen above these chalenges and learmed from one another.

Last, JICA's support to Mindanoo's peace and stability is part of cur forward-looking goal towards Mindanao's
prosperous future, We wil continue to provide capacity building frainings for the prime movers of Mindanco’s
development 10 translorm the region's potenhial inlo growth economic opportunities,

On this note, we ok forward to sharing our vision of opprooching o gomut of development gaps through
concerted efforts. | am confident that the strong ond thriving relationship between JICA and our stakeholders in
fhe Phifppines wil help realze sustainable. inclusive grawth for all,
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