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" Japanese cxpets share their knowledge
on earthgualke and veicano monitoring
with Filipino seismologsts through a
science and research partnership

Irsicde the sprowiing University of the Philippines (UP)
campus in Quezon City 8 with @ the olfice of a Phiippine
government - the Philippine Institute of Volcanology and

Seismoloy (PHIVOLCS) - responsible for disaster mitigotion

amng Mom wvolcanic ewuphions, earthquakes, and
SuUnNamis.

Inside their focility, Filpino seismologists and some
Jopanese experts are monitoring data on earthquakes

and other sesmological observations,

The daily grind of their work tells us that being ready and

being informed go a long way when disaster strikes.
Barely lew monihs alter on ecrthqQuake hit Jopan in 2011
a team from PHIVOLCS together with Joponese
researchers visifed on eorthquake-tsunomi affected
areqs in Tohokuy, Jopan on @ misson o wrvey the aclual

disaster situahon

Mylené Martinezr-Villegas, chiel of the Geologic Dsastiér
Awareness and Preporedness Dividon of PHIVOLCS wos
.~

part of the research feom from the Philippines in the
swurvey mission, “What hoppened in Japon hos mode
counties tke the Philippines look deeper into its own
earthquake monitonng system and disaster preporednass
strategies to protect! the public ond ensure ther safety in

cose of nahural disasters,” she said.

Educaling the people to recognize danger and improve
thekr deciuon making process are very important,”
Villegas soad.

Even belore the March 11 incident, the Philippines
through the Philippine Inshitute of Volcanology ond
Seismology (PHIVOLCS). National Research Institute for
Earth SCience and Disaster Prevention [NIED) and several
Jopanese universiies ond research institutes have been
working together to enhance eorthquake and volcano

maonitonng

The iningtive 18 meaant 10 boost degster oworeneass ond
education in the Phiippines under the Science ond
Technology Research Partnership o Suslainoble
Cevelopmen! [SAIREPS) by the Jopan Internatonal
Cooperation Agency [BCA) ond Japan Science ond
Technology Agency [JST], The survey mission kewise

documeanted interviews from indvidual and fomidies
affected in Tohoku for an educationol material for the

Filpinos on preparning for earthquakes and tsunami

§ dnce the 1990s

th

Aside from the joint research activit
Japan hod provided equipment ond know-how 1o
Filpino seismologists and volconologisls 10 enhonce

ecrthquake and volcano monitorng

“With gsistance from JICA, weé aré ako now equipped
with siate of the ot iInstruments [or regl-time FaNsMEsIon
of earthquake daoata.” sod Jane Pun C‘.f‘-f]bﬂ‘r(jl“
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wWpenvising science research specialist of PHIVOLCS

‘The release of earthquake monitoring information as fast
os possible is critical. But, one importan! lesson we
leamed B 10 Qo beyond enhoncing soenifiic
underntancang t s Important to educate the
communities to make ther own decsions ond oct for
faslest evocuation by observing the nohwal signs of
tsuname,” said Villegos.

some of these natural sgns for sunomi, according 1o
Vilegas, are the unusual sea level and rumblng sound of
approaching waves.

“Information disseminahon and pubic aworeness are st
as crhcal in [ESSE"’II“IQ the impoct of natural dsasters ond
in saving lives." said Villegos

It & often said that nacessity 5 the mother of nvention, but
in the case of PHIVOLCS partnership with NIED, JICA, ond
othér Japanese institutions, it only goes 10 show that
naeceassuty 1o boost disaster awarenass s also the mother of
strategic collaborations.

Educating people to recognize danger and improve their decision
making process are very important. Aside from the joint research
activities since the 1990s, Japan had provided equipment and
know-how to Filipino seismologists and volcanologists to
enhance earthquake and volcano monitoring.
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