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JICA SUPPORTS VIETNAM IN STRENGTHENING
PATENT AND TRADEMARK EXAMINATION CAPACITY

Hanoi, 20 March 2026 — Phase 1 of the Japan International Cooperation Agency (JICA) Program on
Strengthening Capacity in Patent and Trademark Examination at the Intellectual Property Office of
Viet Nam (IP Viet Nam) has been successfully completed, delivering significant results in enhancing
patent examination capacity, particularly in the medical and pharmaceutical fields.

On this occasion, Mr. Ogawa Akira, JICA long-term patent expert, was commended by the Director
General of IP Viet Nam in recognition of his contributions to the achievements of Phase 1. Previously,
in 2023, Mr. Nishimoto Koji, predecessor expert, together with the JICA Viet Nam Office, received
Certificates of Merit from IP Viet Nam for their contributions to the development of the intellectual
property sector.

In 2025, IP Viet Nam recorded notable performance results, processing 250,916 applications of all
types, an increase of 75.1% compared to 2024, and granting 83,383 protection titles, up 55.4% year-
on-year. In particular, patent applications filed by Viethamese applicants rose by 36%, while the
number of patents granted increased by 134.2%, far exceeding the annual growth target of 16—18%
set out in Resolution No. 57-NQ/TW of the Politburo.

Phase 1 was implemented from April 2024 to March 2026 with Mr. Ogawa Akira serving as the long-
term expert in charge. To ensure effective coordination, IP Viet Nam established a Program
Management Board led by a Deputy Director General as Program Director, alongside a 10-member
Patent Working Group headed by the Director of the Patent Examination Center. At the 2025 Annual
Review Conference, Deputy Director General Nguyen Hoang Giang praised the close and effective
cooperation among JICA experts, the Management Board, and the Working Group, and called for
continued coordination in subsequent phases.

Phase 1 focused on three key outputs.

The first output aimed to improve patent examination management and efficiency, including pilot use
of search reports to support examiners and address backlog challenges.
The second output focused on developing and adopting examination guidelines for emerging
technologies in biotechnology and pharmaceuticals. Following consultations with stakeholders, the
guidelines were officially approved on 10 March 2026 under Decision No. 97/QD-SHTT.
The third output strengthened examiner capacity through training courses, professional workshops,
and field visits to enterprises, enhancing the use of patent information and supporting innovation.
The Program is funded by JICA and approved by the Ministry of Science and Technology under
Decision No. 182/QD-BKHCN dated 21 February 2024. It is implemented over four years (2024—
2028), with the first two years focusing on patents and the remaining two years on trademarks. Phase

1 will conclude in March 2026, followed by the launch of Phase 2 on trademarks, including the
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deployment of a new JICA trademark expert through March 2028.

Commenting on the results, Mr. Nishikawa Naotaka of the JICA Viet Nam Office noted that Phase 1
has contributed to accelerating examination timelines and improving patent examination quality, while
laying a solid foundation for further development of Viet Nam’s intellectual property system.

Over the past 25 years, JICA has supported IP Viet Nam through five ODA projects, demonstrating

Japan’s long-term commitment to strengthening Viet Nam'’s intellectual property administration.

News & photo source: Cuc S hitu tri tué to chirc Hoi nghi tong két ndm 2025 Chuong trinh JICA vé Nang cao
nang luc xir Iy don dang ky sang ché va nhan hiéu - TIN TUC-SU KIEN - CUC SO HU'U TRi TUE

Dang b Cuc S¢ hitu tri tué tao dot pha tir cai cach va chuyén ddi s6 - TIN TUC-SU KIEN - CUC SO HUU
TRI TUE

For further information, please contact:

JICA Vietnam Office

11th Floor, CornerStone Building, 16 Phan Chu Trinh, Cua Nam ward, Hanoi, Vietnam
Tel: (+84-24) 3831 5005 (ext. 125) — Ms. Seki Riona (Public Relations unit)
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