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J I CA in Action

Sharing Japan’s experience
of modernization

Japan is an example of the first non-Western country to
become an advanced nation. It has achieved a balance
between tradition and modernity, and has created a dem-
ocratic country that respects freedom and peace. In addi-
tion, while rebuilding from its wartime defeat, Japan has
also implemented international cooperation. This Japa-
nese experience of developing the country can serve as a
reference for the advancement of developing countries.

Il £

JICA This program offers participants an opportunity to study in a
variety of academic fields through master's or doctoral degree
Development courses at Japanese graduate schools and to deepen their
Studies Program understanding of Japanese development experiences. Many of
(JICA-DSP) our graduates have gone on to play an active part in their home
countries, including those who became a cabinet minister.
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To expand opportunities for Japanese studies in partner countries,
JICA also has established the JICA Chair (JICA Program for Japa-
nese Studies). Its activities include short, intensive lectures detailing
Japan’'s development experiences by lecturers who have been
dispatched from Japan.

JICA will also provide Japanese Studies reference materials plus
research and educational opportunities to faculty members who
wish to establish or strengthen Japanese Studies courses or
programs at their respective universities.
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Approximately

90

collaborating universities
(during 2020)
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Cumulatively,

wver 4,000

overseas students welcomed
(1999-2020)

Accepted
foreign students from

over1 0 0 countries

(1999-2020)
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Production of a lecture Program
in collaboration with the Open
University of Japan
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Production of a TV series about
the modernization of Japan

Through JICA-DSP, JICA offers various types of educational content to participants, including
the video teaching material “Japanese Modernization Lecture Series,” in collaboration with
Open University of Japan. It is broadcast on the BS channel of the Open University of Japan
and covers Japan's modernization experiences from the closing years of the Edo period
(1603-1867) to the Meiji period (1868-1912) and thereafter. It also covers the nation’s political
history and experience after World War Il. JICA President KITAOKA Shinichi and other promi-
nent experts serve as lecturers, introducing all these Japanese experiences with ample
| —t historical materials (a total of 15 episodes are planned).

Comments from participants of JICA-DSP

Before coming to Japan to be part of JICA-DSP, | worked as a chemistry teacher at a Cambodian high
school. | applied for JICA-DSP because | was always interested in Japanese culture. We got to know in
detail different stages of the evolution of modern education in Japan from the lecture series. JICA has
fulfilled all of my expectations; all of the programs and workshops have helped me immensely in under-
standing Japanese culture and education.

Cambodia: Ms. Li Sokunai

Before coming to Japan, | worked as a Senior Project Archi-
tect at the Architecture Department of the Idea Design
Office. My home country, Syria, has been ridden with conflict Y ‘
over the past 10 years. It is crucial for me to understand the e ]

cause of such a crisis. And to understand this situation from

different perspectives, it is important to draw parallels with |I l

other countries. Through the lectures, | learned in detail about

the different stages of the evolution of modern education in o

Japan, including the three-phased Meiji Restoration period
Syria: Mr. Imah Jeddah and the changes that occurred post-World War II.

The Online Lecture Series is now available
at Sofia University in Bulgaria!

The JICA Chair provides the programs that combine dispatching lecturers and
providing Japanese language education as well as books and video materials
in English for learning about Japan, based on the situation of each partner
country and the resources in Japan. (As of March 2021, projects have been
implemented in seven countries and are planned in 46 countries.)

In October 2020, Sofia University in Bulgaria and JICA launched an intensive
course for learning about Japan’'s development experience. Lecturers from
Sofia University delivered seven of these course lectures through the video
series, which JICA and the Open University of Japan jointly produced in 2019;
Japanese professors also delivered two special online lectures. The course
was successfully implemented, having generated a lively exchange of ideas
and students saying it was significantly meaningful by affording them the
opportunity to learn about Japan's development experiences from various
angles.
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