
urbancow/gettyimages

Security and 
Dignity for All 
More than a quarter-century has passed since the concept of Human Security was first introduced. Over the period, the 

world has experienced rapid globalization, technological innovation, and socioeconomic development, but the threats in the 

world have also become increasingly complex and intertwined. Against these changes, JICA continues to be committed 

and strengthen its efforts to realize Human Security as part of its core mission. 

Revisiting Human Security 
in Today’s Context

Special Report

What is Human Security?
It is the concept that, “All individuals are entitled to freedom from fear, freedom 
from want, and the freedom to live in dignity, and the global community and each 
country must prioritize building a world that secures these essential freedoms.”

Fear, Want, 
and Human Dignity

	 Achieving Human Security means that 
people are free from the fear of conflict and 
terrorism, crime, natural disasters, infectious 
diseases, and so on, as well as free from the 
wants such as poverty, lack of nutrition, or 
poor education or health.
	 As natural disasters worsen poverty and 
poverty raises the risk of violent conflicts, 
“freedom from fear” and “freedom from 
want” are linked to each other and require 
holistic responses.
	 Furthermore, Human Security aims to cre-
ate a society where people not only survive, 
but can develop the capabilities of individuals 
and communities, and realize their freedom 
and potential; in other words, a society that 
ensures the right to live in dignity.
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