


The Pacific Islands are a paradise that everyone wants to
experience at least once in a lifetime. Crystal clear seas shimmer
under azure skies, with tropical flora in abundance, and people go
about their daily lives in a relaxed and calming atmosphere.

Did you know that approximately 80% of Japan’s bonito and tuna—
essential parts of Japanese cuisine—are caught in the waters of the
Pacific? The region is a key supplier of marine resources for Japan, as
well as being an important sea route for the transportation of energy
resources and raw materials from Australia. Historical ties also make
the region home to many people of Japanese origin and there are a
number of countries in the region who have elected persons of
Japanese origin as their president.

It is for these reasons that many countries in the region feel close to
Japan and support Japanese positions in the United Nations and
international community. Therefore, it is important for Japan to provide
assistance to the Pacific region for greater stability and development.

The Pacific region today faces a number of challenges brought
about by the growing transition to modern lifestyles that are the result
of ongoing globalization. These include an increase in waste products,
a lack of adequate healthcare and education services, decreasing
marine resources, insufficient infrastructure and the insidious threat of
climate change. Major factors for these challenges include national
territories that are small but spread over a wide area, small
populations, small domestic markets and difficult access to
international markets. These geographic and demographic factors
can be termed together as challenges that are specific to island
nations.

As Japan is a fellow island nation, JICA seeks to provide
cooperation for nation building and regional support that will harness the
great natural abundance of the Pacific region and work to overcoming
these challenges with the 14 countries and areas that are members of
the Pacific Islands Forum: Fiji, Kiribati, Marshall Islands, Federated States
of Micronesia, Nauru, Palau, Papua New Guinea, Samoa, Solomon
Islands, Tonga, Tuvalu, Vanuatu, Cook Islands and Niue.



[Melanesia)

Papua New Guinea
Rabaul, the current provincial
capital of East New Britain
province, was home to a
Japanese base during World
War Il. The original Rabaul
Airport was used as an airfield during the war and at
that time it was known as the Higashi Airfield. This
airfield was later used as a domestic airport, and was
buried at the time of the 1994 volcanic eruption.
The new airport was later developed in cooperation
with Japan. It is about an hour’s flight from Port
Moreshy, which is the national capital of Papua New
Guinea and also has direct air links to Japan,
serving as an extremely convenient location for
Japanese travelers and tourists as well as an export
station for fresh tuna.

NN Lz Fiji

There are many attractive
tourist sites, and more than
20,000 Japanese tourists
visited the Fiji Islands in
2007. Fiji is also home to
the University of the South Pacific (USP), a hub for
research and education in the South Pacific. USP
was established in 1968 through cooperation
among twelve Pacific Island countries, and Japan
continues to provide a variety of assistance to USP.
In addition, among Pacific Island countries, Fiji is the
second leading exporter of products to Japan after
Papua New Guinea and the top exporter of albacore
tuna to Japan.

Solomon Islands

More than twenty thousand
Japanese soldiers died in
battle in the Solomon
Islands during World War I
Guadalcanal is famous for
its fierce battle during the war and many war
veterans and their families, from both Japan and the
United States, still visit Guadalcanal and other
islands. The waters off the Solomon Islands are an
excellent fishing ground for tuna and bonito for
Japan’s fishing industry, and the fish caught here
are processed into dried bonito and canned tuna.

Vanuatu

More than 20 years have
passed since the first group
of Japan Overseas
Cooperation Volunteers
(JOCV) was dispatched to
Vanuatu. In particular, in the area of primary
mathematics, JICA volunteers are collaborating with
teacher trainers and school inspectors, who have
participated in mathematics training courses in
Japan, to improve general mathematics teaching
skills among fellow teachers and improve children’s
abilities in primary mathematics. Provincial level
math workshops for teachers have been held during
the last two years, and in March 2009, JICA
mathematics alumni members and JICA volunteers
established the “Vanuatu Teachers’ Association for
Mathematics(VANTAM).” Efforts to improve
mathematics education in Vanuatu are expected to
expand through the support of VANTAM.
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Federated States of
Micronesia
«k * Following World War |, the
Federated States of
¥ Micronesia (then known as
the South Sea Islands) was

placed under the administration of Japan through a
League of Nations mandate, and many Japanese
people emigrated to the islands at that time. The
first president of the Federated States of
Micronesia was Tosiwo Nakayama, appointed in
1979, and the incumbent is Emanuel Mori, both of
whom are of Japanese origin. In addition, there are
people in the country who received Japanese
language education during the period of Japanese
administration, and consequently many
Micronesian people have a positive image and
affinity with Japan.
Kiribati
Prior to World War Il a
branch of a Japanese
P ™ trading company was
P ™ ™™ |ocated on Kiribati, and
=" t{rade between the two
countries was pursued energetically. At the Kiribati
Fisheries Training Center (FTC) Japanese
instructors provide training on fishing methods and
other skills. Many young graduates of the FTC are
currently working on Japanese fishing vessels. In
addition, on Christmas Island in Kiribati, the Japan
Aerospace Exploration Agency (JAXA) maintains a
downrange station to receive radio transmissions
from rockets launched from Tanegashima Island in
Japan.
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Marshall Islands
Many people in the
Marshall Islands have an
affinity with Japan, and
with a supermarket called
MOMOTARO and a
conglomerate called CHUTARO, together with words
such as “Chashimi” (for sashimi) and “Chanpo”
(taken from the Japanese word “sanpo” (to walk)),
many Japanese words and phrases are deeply
rooted in the language and culture of the Marshall
Islands. In addition, the word “Emman,” which is
used to indicate agreement or when something is
agreeable or good, is very similar to a Japanese
word.

Palau

Palau was administered by
Japan for 31 years until the
end of World War I, and the
children of Palau received
Japanese language
instruction during that time. There are still senior
citizens above the age of 75 who can speak
Japanese and more than 800 Japanese words have
been assimilated into the Palauan language,
including “daitoryo,” “denki,” “daijobu,” and
“okyakusan.” More than 30,000 Japanese tourists
visit the beautiful islands of Palau each year.

Nauru

Independence Day on
Nauru is January 31, and
this date marks the day on
which the surviving Nauru
people were returned to
their island home (January 31, 1946) after being
forcibly removed by Japanese forces during World
War Il 'and relocated to the islands of Truk (now the
Chuuk islands of the Federated States of
Micronesia). Like many countries in the region
Nauru still bears signs of the battles that took place
there during World War II.

[Polynesia)

2 Samoa
. In Samoa the word “sashimi”
* is used as it is in Japan and

slices of tuna are called

“sakana” (the Japanese word

for fish), which are eaten in
the same way as in Japan, with soy sauce and
wasabi horseradish. These words and customs were
picked up from the Japanese tuna fishing boats that
ply the waters of Samoa. The people of Samoa buy
and eat fresh tuna from the fish market that was
constructed with assistance from Japan. Freshly
caught fish are sold at the market which is a vital hub
for the people of Samoa.

Tonga

Tonga is the only country in
the Pacific region to have
formally adopted “soroban”
abacus lessons as part of the
primary school curriculum.
The efforts of JOCV and Japanese NGOs over many
years to provide Japanese language education and to
engage in activities to spread the use of the soroban
abacus have resulted in Japanese language being
adopted as an elective subject in high school
graduation examinations. The father of Musashimaru,
a former Sumo wrestling Yokozuna grand champion,
was born in Tonga. Rugby is also popular in Tonga
and Tongan nationals are active as rugby players in
Japan’s national corporate league.

In 2008 the most numerous
tourists to Tuvalu by
nationality were Japanese.
Most of these tourists were
participating in ecological
tours run by NGOs, or were directly involved in
development aid work. The major industries on
Tuvalu are agriculture and fisheries. In 1986 Japan
concluded an agreement on fisheries with Tuvalu and
since then, Japanese vessels have been engaged in
fishing in Tuvalu’s economic waters. The fishing
rights as paid for by Japan under the agreement are
an important source of income for Tuvalu, which
lacks other natural resources.

Cook Islands

The Cook Islands comprise
fifteen islands that are
self-governing in free
association with New
Zealand, and have a total
area approximately equivalent to Tokunoshima, an
island in south-western Japan. The government is
making great efforts to develop tourism and each year
nearly 80,000 tourists visit the Cook Islands from all
over the world, although not in great numbers from
Japan. Japan follows New Zealand and the United
States as a major export destination for the Cook
Islands, with the main export item being pearls.

NN Niue
Niue is the largest coral
1IN island in the world and is

making efforts to develop its

tourist industry. However,

there are still only a few
Japanese tourists who venture to Niue. In 2006, out
of the 3,008 tourist arrivals, only six people were
Japanese. In October 2008 five high school students
from Niue were invited by the Japanese government
to visit Japan to engage in an exchange program with
young people from Japan for the purpose of deepening
mutual understanding.




JICA in the Pacific region

Waste

Due to growing urban
populations, changes in lifestyle
and an increase in imported
- goods, Pacific Island nations
v face a common challenge in
. dealing with increasing volumes
B and types of waste.
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Education Infrastructure

The islands of the Pacific R oHL T In the' countries of the Pacific
region have small pgpulations ' region/many of the independent
and face a serious ¢hallenge in island nations are finding it
terms of capacity of human e A v difficult to maintain/and improve
resources, due to/limited ! o i gir infrastructure. To date

Healthcare

education opportunities and a pan-has been active in engaging

eTSity 4 , power, port facilities, ferries and airports.
infr : - i iC universi ishe ifi : ¢freight and pub transportation sector provides
as i { e ic actlwt s. Such projects implemented by
i , rent|al Road project, the
ernatlonal Airport in Papua New

S engaged in the development of water

g a significant contribution to efforts to

ing demand for water and improve water quality.
: G ector Expansion Project has gained particular

been joined by structi i i i attention jr gars. This is a project to support the power

ards this goal. ; isi i i [ an of Samoa, which includes construction and

es Center ion ofypower plants as well as improvement and rehabilitation of

o’all regions of the country, thus leading to economic
' project is the first ever ODA loan to be extended to Samoa,
I“ o the first to be funded under the Accelerated Cofinancing
eme with ADB (ACFA)*, which is signed by the Asian Development
(ADB) and JICA.
*ACFA is a framework agreement that enhances co-financing operations utilizing ODA
loans in the fields such as investment promotion and energy efficiency. It is established

based on the Enhanced Sustainable Development for Asia (ESDA) initiative agreed by
Japan and ADB in 2007.




JICA Offices and Branches in the Pacific region

HJICA PAPUA NEW GUINEA OFFICE

1st Floor, Pacific Place Building, Musgrave St., Port Moresby,
NCD, PAPUA NEW GUINEA

1 P.O.Box 1660, Port Moresby, N.C.D., PAPUA NEW GUINEA
TEL :+675-321-2677 FAX :+675-321-2679

HJICA FIJI OFFICE

Level 8, Suva Central Building, Corner of Pratt Street and
Renwick Road, Suva, FIJI

1 JICA Private Mailbag, Suva, FIJI
TEL : +679-3302522 FAX :+679-3302452

HJICA SAMOA OFFICE

Mulivai, Apia, SAMOA

™ P.O.Box No.1625, Apia, SAMOA
TEL :+685-22572 FAX :+685-22194

HMJICA SOLOMON ISLANDS OFFICE

1st Floor, Solomon Islands Mutual Center Building, Town Ground,
Mendana Avenue, Honiara, SOLOMON ISLANDS

™ P.O.Box 793, Honiara, SOLOMON ISLANDS
TEL : +677-24170 FAX 1 +677-24171

HJICA TONGA OFFICE

Level 3, National Reserve Bank of Tonga Building, Salote Road,
Fasi-moe-Afi, Nukualofa, Kingdom of TONGA

] P.O.Box 413, Nukualofa, Kingdom of TONGA
TEL : +676-23072 FAX :+676-23284

HMJICA VANUATU OFFICE

Pierre Lamy Street, Port Vila, VANUATU

7  Private Mail Bag 9005, Port Vila, VANUATU
TEL :+678-23546 FAX :+678-22818

HJICA PALAU OFFICE

George Ngirarsaol Commercial Building, Koror, PALAU 96940
7 P.O.Box 6047, Koror Republic of PALAU 96940

TEL : +680-488-5373 FAX :+680-488-3656

HMJICA/JOCV MARSHALL ISLANDS OFFICE

1st Floor, PIl Complex, Delap Village, Majuro Atoll, MH 96960
The Republic of The MARSHALL ISLANDS

™ P.0.Box F, Majuro, MH 96960, The Republic of The MARSHALL ISLANDS
TEL :+692-625-5437, 625-5438 FAX :+692-625-5439

HJICA MICRONESIA OFFICE

3rd Floor Martin's Building Kaselelich Street, Kolonia, Pohnpei
96941, The Federated States of MICRONESIA

1 P.O.Box G, Kolonia, Pohnpei 96941, The Federated States of MICRONESIA
TEL :+691- 320-5350 FAX :+691-320-5360

BEMAIN OFFICE

6th—13th floors, Shinjuku Maynds Tower

1-1, Yoyogi 2-chome, Shibuya-ku, Tokyo 151-8558, JAPAN
TEL :03-5352-5311 ~ 5314

o8 : 0120-32-5931 FAX : 03-5352-5032
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