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Dr. Janzen was asked privately what he thought about developing geothermal
power projects within the boundaries of Costa Rican National Parks.
Excerpts from his reply follow.

Dr. Janzen “They’re thinking about opening another gecthermal project
inside our park. I have no problem with any of that. The way | see it is | don’t
mind at all paying five percent of the surface area of a big national park if you
can keep society feeling like you and society are working together. That
implies the park and the project work together. It’s not an adversarial
situation. Rather, it is one where they work to minimize the damage from
whatever the project is.

“The interaction between the environment and the park system on the one
hand, and the geothermal company on the other hand, should be a true
collaborative interaction, with both of them working to make it not be a
problem. If it’s an adversarial situation, somebody’s going to lose. The
second thing is, if the geothermal company itself is a profit-making
organization, which normally it is, I think it’s entirely fair for some portion of
that profit to go to the actual maintenance of the park or other reserve
containing this unit.”
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