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My name is Mohamed Zaman. Sorry that | cannot speak Japanese. | will very
briefly address two aspects. One is the social and economic benefit of the bridge project; what
kind of the social benefits will be brought. The other is, when the ferry is closed, what would
happen to the people associated to the ferry services?

First of all, | would like to say that the construction of the bridge brings many economic and social
benefits to the southwestern region in the country that has already been mentioned earlier. The
first benefit is that the distance to nearly all major destinations in the southeast from Dhaka will be
reduced significantly. It will economically reduce the transportation cost, and also the access to
the major destinations including the second port city Khulna and the second largest city Rangpur
which is presented by the team leader, would be easier. The second benefit is that there will be the
capital flow of the promoting industry and the commercial activities in the southeast region. And
the total agricultural productivities in the area will greatly increase by 35% as shown in the previous
slide as the impact of the bridge. The third benefit is that easier communication will help
expanding better education training facilities and the skill developments in the area. The fourth
benefit, which would be very significant social benefit in the area, is that the river protection will
reduce the erosion, and the agricultural productivity will be ensured. The frequent displacement
through natural process of erosion and flooding will be reduced significantly. This is one of the
reasons why people in the area really support the construction of the bridge despite the adverse
social impact that we have identified and also have proposed the mitigation in the form of
resettlement action plan framework that is available to you. Finally, though the country will be
physically integrated, right now the southwestern part is isolated; it takes nearly eleven hours to

travel, because of the long ferry services from Dhaka to Khulna. The bridge will replace it to only
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four hours to go. This will reduce the transportation distance and create speedy communication
that improves the network.

Now is the second question, what will happen to those associated with ferry services? The ferry
will be definitely discontinued. | will give you the example from another bridge project that was
opened two years ago, called Bhairab bridge project, eventually now has the bridge funded by
DFID and the government of Bangladesh. | was a research specialist of the project on behalf of
DFID. During the resettlement survey, we identified the potential, initial negative impact of those
associated with the ferry and also provided services; for example, small shops around ferry guard
where children work and sell products to the traveling passengers. With the closure of the ferry
and after the opening of the bridge, these people were given the special assistance in the form of
small business promotion through the project so that the incomes are restored and improved.
Similar approaches will be also taken in this project. During the design stage of this project, this
aspect will be definitely considered. So, when the bridge is open, those who will be affected by
the closure of the ferry services will also be assisted as the part of the indirect impact of the bridge.

Thank you very much..
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