PP ARE E1EICAFIY S—1VEL AE—F
2020 11 B 18 B (k) 20:00 ~ 21:00

(BAFERER)

CORE. JICA LVIVRZDIHEAND MCSHIL. ME RO GRS L3R —inz 8
ABLEIELCRVNET,

FhF 16 HOLEHDH TEHARZINF U, BARDEEE. R, LI =E ¥ %
MOBED0. BARDHR(SHUT, BENIK(CZIDFEREZ. [ DM 1 ZRRUEU,

BEANE UL, BNIEHEEBICRS eI ORRRE TUR, FAFFHDLEICHEEZFEV ., ZORRE
EXETBIUEUREN, IS OETHISH T, SEEPULICEIRANBRVRAREVWSEIC
BVTBEBED DR ZEEUIZDTT,

RAIDHEEZOMNFIC, FAFARF THAREZMET LRHFUIZ, TNELK, FhFFRA
(SEECREU B DN I DIRZ IR S 2L 3(TIR0FLIT. RMAIRL. TN FHOERCFEATLE
BEEMMEERN . BARCEVWTKENITZNTVSEDLRUEZDTTY

RES, HEEIAOEER. BDDANICHFRUTFROCE, ZL0FEMH. AN ZIELL ELIT
HICEEHFTBL. B S, BES, FAFHAT. 20OLIR AN 4 ORER 2T (AN TR
U HEFERIVTOVERATUN, ZNHFAORZBVHEETVZDTY, BNEIC. HEEBIC
JEOfELIRR RO TVEDRERVET,

IANKZFETEAEOMEZ IO ZDLSRIDBADIDZITHD, FILZDI DA IH,
IBOHFRZE BRBZENMONEHIDEONZEATNZEORE, [IVWNSTT.

20 HZOMEFHRMROFEREL T, INF > TIEMUHOIVE R DEE(CI—Ov/NEREIC
FERZ S THERN'GD., MBOT7 ST HEELDZDEENHELUSERIRIBNZ RZELLT
LESITENHBDFT .

DAV ERREBR LETHD, $FCHEIORER RESCZIITVET,, HIIEM., BUAK., FZ
SRS, DIVETNBSIRTOFREEITIFIED/INTOREED., FERETEMN ECLOTE
KD, BRUTEFUL MOIRTOREE_LEERER(C, IABEBREORESREE. 2L



TN NEBOMMEERZLDT(C. £FIFIJ0—/VUL L ITIIRAOEFRINEST BEVNSE
LLEREICEmUTWEY,

CEAOLIIC, FFIOEZF-2BUTENCEBRDERBVEIN, ENIE 19 HFEREEZ
RIS OMmKFHAC, BARPERUZERETY . BEOREEPI 2RI FHE
MEORZESEIEULRNS ERBDPESEOZEDANTZEEL T, FAEBAL EOIFHI

ZRIEHDEE Ao

SENSDORZEE EFGHEL MBOXIEGBEIBLIICHAFSIET. BRIRBEOEOL
LT b HERARTEDANS. INE. BARMIHIZICEDEDITOTELEDTY, a5
M BRARICHIBERTEOEOHDF%EEZBERIC. N EOET IV —RFBICBOZHED
Ft A,

COAZITFIN IICA (CLOTEEINTVWRT LR, REBEKBWVWET ., FAIFERICHS
JICA AREPOHEE -FMERT 2 BB URIENHDFIH, HNFECENR. BAET. =
HFORBH(SENTEA L ZRBIZCENHDFE A

SEEFEESNENSDRZEICDWTHEEUELRN., Z<XDE L QM ECBUARNRIBANSERZ1TD
THED, WIBMEOZ-X (DWW TENEFEZ ZSN TV OISRV EEHDFET, UL, BA
(€D JICA mBUIESIE HEIRECERDET,

BAROEME. #HEIME DA 2 D=Z-X(CEDIVWTH), MBEICEIIRM TERENTVE
9, TOER(F, SKHHI THIGTOIRER LR EHH T L TUT, FABFEDBNOTEET
WBEIEBAEL ., RERENLBVAL DERZRET DILICED. — AVEDICEDFH. FER,
BEZBIAITLTT,

KT —ZBUT. BROEBINECORINZ RBDEETHEUH L TVET . KEZF—D
FRSRNEDZA FERRDIDCKCEEHUTDEDEREEL TVET,

HONESTETVFEUI.



(REEIRX)

I’m delighted to be involved in this collaboration between JICA and the
University of Jordan and to be part of the continued building of cultural
connections between Jordan and Japan.

| first visited Japan when | was sixteen. | knew next to nothing about the
language, history, or culture, and yet | felt an immediate sense of comfort and
connection.

It was a sense of homecoming that was both lovely and unexpected. | had
learned English as a child and I’d spent time in both the United Kingdom and
the United States and yet | felt more comfortable in Japan without access to
the language or culture than | ever had anywhere outside of Jordan.

As a result of that first visit, | chose to study Japanese at university. In the years
since, I’ve come to understand the source of my initial feeling of connection — a
feeling that has only grown stronger. The qualities that most matter to me, the
ones that were embodied by my father and that | learned to value as a child
are the qualities prized in Japanese culture.

Humility, responsibility to the society around you, not imposing on those
around you. Service, hard work that is done for the sake of doing something
right and well, endurance, steadiness. | came to Japan and saw those qualities
all around me and they reminded of my father even though | didn’t realise it at
the time. That’s why it felt like coming home.

| studied Japanese at university because of that sense of connection and
because that connection made me realise how skewed our view of the world
can be.

As a result of the geopolitical realties of the 20" century, we tend to focus on
Europe and the United States when we look outside our region and that can
blind us to the many historical and cultural connections we share with other
Asian countries.

We are still a developing nation and one that is particularly touched by outside
influences. Geographically, politically, historically, Jordan has survived and

thrived by balancing all those competing interests and finding a moderate path
through. Like all other developing nations, we face the challenge of finding our



footing in the modern, increasingly globalised world without losing our sense
of history and culture. And without losing the things that are unique to us as
Jordanians.

As you know, or will learn over the course of this seminar, that is a challenge
Japan faced both at the end of the 19t century and in the period following the
Second World War. | have yet to encounter a country that did a better job of
adapting to foreign influence, and taking in what was necessary or desired,
without losing any of its history or culture.

Adaptation of foreign influence — adjusting it and shaping it to fit naturally
within the native culture so it becomes part of a uniquely Japanese whole and
is no longer foreign at all — is something Japan has been doing, and doing well,
for centuries. | can’t think of a better example to help us find models that work
specifically for us as we continue to build our place in the modern world.

I’m particularly delighted that this initiative is being spearheaded by JICA. |
spent two years at the Middle East Department in JICA’s head office in Tokyo
and | can honestly say that I’ve never before or since seen such a group of
hardworking, dedicated, and service-oriented people.

| spoke earlier of foreign influence — so many countries give aid primarily for
political purposes, with little real thought or concern for the needs of the
people in the recipient country. Japan’s approach through JICA is very
different.

Their aid is needs based, meticulously thought through and delivered. Their
focus is on creating lasting, sustainable change, and on understanding that we
are all connected - that is it only by improving the lives of the most
disadvantaged among us that we can all truly find peace, prosperity, and
security.

| very much look forward to seeing the connections they build through this
seminar. I’'m certain the results will be fruitful and long lived.

Thank you.



