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Abstract

The Commission on Macroeconomics and Health, a blue ribbon commission established by the
Secretary-General Brundtland of WHO, globally launched in December 2001 the report"Investing in
Health for Economic Development" after its 2 years deliberations.

Its principal finding that scaled-up investments in low income developing countries' health makes
economic sense-namely, economic benefits 6 times larger than costs can be expected out of annual
donor contribution of the order of 0.10 of the donor GDP together with low income developing
countries' domestic resources mobilization--is certainly laudable. Yet, in order to make that finding
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credible, affirmative answers to the following questions are needed;[] 100 On what grounds scaled-up
investments in low income developing countries can be claimed as becoming the global agenda? 0 201
Is the global community prepared to shoulder the costs required to produce measurable changes in
health conditions of low income developing countries?,d 300 Can we realistically expect low income
developing countries to produce a set of essential health interventions universally available to their
citizens?,0 40 Isn't the target of guaranteeing universal access to a set of essential health
interventions out of reach of most of low income developing countries in view of limited availability of
doctors and medical facilities? .0 50 Can we devise an effective mechanism of donor assistance in the
area of investing in low income developing countries' health that presumably require a high degree
of indigenous expertise and accumulation of best practices? ,[1 600 Isn't it the case that investing in
low income developing countries' health, financed largely by donor assistance, will in the end simply
benefit highly profitable pharmaceutical companies? ,0 70 Can we create effective mechanisms to
make a distinct headway in the research to counter infectious diseases like AIDS, tuberculosis or
malaria most prevalent in low income developing counties?

From the point of Japan the most relevant question is; What is the appropriate Japan's strategy in
the area of investing in low income developing countries' health? The threefold approach is
recommended. The first is the Japan's positive commitment to the pressing agenda of global
proportions such as the fight against the AIDS pandemic. The second is the placement of investing
in health as the Japan's area of central interest in the PRSP framework now in the process of being
extensively applied. For this purpose, a mechanism to more effectively mobilize domestic human
resources, wiht a view to strengthening the capacity to formulate Japan's own country strategies
must urgently be explored. The last one is to make available, through many avenues, for the use of
interested Asian counties vast collection of Japan's expertise and experiences in health investments
accumulated over the years as the number one donor in the world.
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