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Abstract

1. This article attempts to verify a hypothesis that collaboratively managing natural resource in a
way to achieve a positive-sum 0 Win-Win[0 game among countries or stakeholders within a
country [J "collaborative natural resource management'(], can facilitate confidence building and,
thus, can be an important mean for conflict prevention.

2. The hypothesis is tested by examination of specific cases: international river management in
Europe; Jordan/lIsrael Peace Treaty and water resource management; land and forest
management in Indonesia and India. The results show that a collaborative natural resource
management among countries or stakeholders within a country can promote a positive-sum

O Win-Wind game and such process itself facilitates confidence building and conflict prevention.
Collaborative natural resource management, however, is not a necessary nor sufficient condition
for conflict prevention. It is a facilitating factor. For conflicts to be prevented, political
commitment of countries or stakeholders is indispensable and such commitment should be
translated into practice by multi-faceted efforts.

3. Research institutions, donors and NGOs can play an important role in conflict prevention by
providing data and information relevant to collaborative natural resource management,
facilitating dialogues among countries and stakeholders, and indicating possible support,
technical and financial, by presenting beneficial effects of positive-sum game that can be brought
forward by collaborative natural resource management.
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