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Abstract

The wholesale-market distribution system has been the most prevalent in the Japanese cash crop
distribution system. Recently, however, with the change of consumers’ needs and the advent of
information society, the cash crop distribution system has been diversified. Differing from the
wholesale-market distribution system in which there are many layers of intermediaries, the direct-
marketingd out-of-wholesale-market distribution systems, such as direct-marketing at the
production area, contract trade, and e-commerce, with fewer intermediaries from producers to
consumers have emerged. In each distribution system, Information Technology ITO has effectively
been applied so that the characteristics of each distribution system are fully utilized. The application
of IT to the cash crop distribution system has started not only in Japan but also in developing
countries] e.g, the PhilippinesO.

This study was conducted, taking some examples of IT application to the cash crop distribution
system in both Japan and the Philippines, with the objectives to introduce a variety of cash crop
distribution systems corresponding to location, topographical features, and production scale, to clarify
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of the purpose for the IT application.

the roles of IT in the distribution system, and to propose the possible aid approaches that international
donors can take when they apply IT to the cash crop distribution system in developing countries.

IT has many roles, such as collecting information about producers and traders, and providing
information about marketing and sales records. Regarding IT hardware, there are also several kinds
of devices, such as computers, mobile phones, and fax machines. This study suggests that before IT
application to the distribution system in developing countries, international donors should conduct
detailed research on the selection of the most appropriate distribution system in the region,
considering its topographical and geographical features and production scale, and on the clarification
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