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ABSTRACT
One of the strongest prejudices among Japanese people towards Islam is that Islam is
universal doctrine, which unifies all Muslims in the world and rules all the fields of their
life and thinking in history regardless of time and space. It is an incorrect prejudice. The

a

true is that Islam has had and continues to have a number of sects or law schools. The

opinions and interpretations of these sects or schools about individual items are more dif-
ferent than we expect. Islam has been differently adopted according to the situations of

the time and the society. Islam has enough flexibility that it can correspond to the changes

of society in principle and reality, although the "fundamentalistic" view of Islam has been
influential in recent years.

This lack of understanding about the flexibility of Islam often leads to cultural conflicts
between developers and inhabitants in the fields of development in Islamic countries by
making development problems too ideological. We are inclined to overestimate the ideo-
logical aspect of Muslim activities in today's "fundamentalistic" atmosphere, although, in
reality, their activities are motivated by realistic standards. What should we do to avoid
cultural misunderstandings of this kind? We ought to pragmatically estimate the roles or
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functions of Islam in social life, not by its disciplinal implication but by its practical
effects. The author believes that this pragmatism leads to a pluralistic understanding of the
real Islam built in society and to a practical strategy of development in Islamic countries.
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ABSTRACT
Although there has been strong opposition from religious authorities such as Islam and
Catholicism, since the 1990s there has been a consensus in the international community
that respecting reproductive rights is crucial in population policies. This concept has pro-
vided a new framework for the relationship between states and individuals in terms of
reproduction and sexuality. Historically, reproductive rights developed from the theory
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and practice of the “women'’s rights movement” in the 1970s and is based on the idea of
modern human rights.

In this study, while discussing the effectiveness of the concept of reproductive rights as
the right of all individuals, the author attempted to argue about conditions limiting the
practice of this right with empirical data. Focusing on marital status as a condition, inter-
views with married women under the age of twenty-five were conducted in Manila,
Philippines to investigate their sexual and health-seeking behavior.

The results of the survey showed that many unmarried women had had sex with their
future husbands before they married and did not have access to contraceptive services. In
addition, the survey indicated that those who felt strong pressure regarding norms of vir-
ginity tended to have had difficulty visiting health centers before marriage. These results
suggested that freedom of choice concerning reproductive matters is limited by marital sta-
tus and that an interlinked authority structure limits its practice. Concerning reproductive
rights at the policy level, it is necessary to understand the context in which women's rights
are practiced. An effort to discuss conditions and limitations not only from the social and
cultural perspective, but also from the perspective of gender structure, is required to guar-
antee reproductive rights in population policies.
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ABSTRACT
Sustainable development has been referred to as an overall goal for developing as well
as developed countries, because of limitations on their available resources. Wastewater
treatment should follow these principles, namely, resources and energy-saving strategies.
As the Thai people have adopted traditional sanitation using leaching cesspits, most of
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the sewage in Thailand is considered to be “greywater” with less human excreta contami-
nation than true sewage. This greywater consists of fresh organic ingredients, which tend
to be easily decomposed by the naturally occurring microorganisms in hot climates. Thus,
it can be purified using a low-cost wastewater treatment option very similar to natural
ecosystems.

Waste stabilization ponds are one of the energy-saving processes utilizing photosyn-
thetic oxidation instead of mechanical aeration. Although algae are an indispensable com-
ponent in the process, most of the pond systems in Thailand act as sites for primary pro-
duction, but not for proper organic decomposition, this being due to the low organic con-
tent of the water.

However, it has been proved that the pond systems could be upgraded by adopting a
multiple-step treatment process, which would enable the removal of nitrogen and phospho-
rus. There is also another possible advantage of greywater-fed aquaculture. Higher ratios
of inflowing water-to-pond volumes cause slow water currents in pond systems. As a
result, flamentous algae such as Cladophora replace phytoplankton as primary producers.
The algal mat can be harvested easily with a net and dewatered by hand. The harvested
algal cells containing a high nutrient concentration can be composted as a fertilizer.

There are still many ways in which waste stabilization ponds in Thailand could be
improved as a means of sustainable wastewater disposal and nutrient recycling. This paper

discusses the feasibility of greywater treatment linked with algal production in Thailand,
with special reference to environmental sanitation.
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ABSTRACT

It is a growing concern in international cooperation how to utilize limited resources
most effectively to benefit the maximum number of people. In the field of medical cooper-
ation, it is extremely important to establish an appropriate hospital linkage and a referral
system from the primary up to the tertiary level, and to provide effective technical guid-
ance from upper to lower levels, which will surely make the cooperation highly effective.
This study was conducted to consider an appropriate implementation method of technical
cooperation in tertiary institutions.
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The Bach Mai Hospital Project for Functional Enhancement has been underway since
January 2000 in a tertiary hospital, Back Mai HospitBMH), in Hanoi City in Vietnam.
As part of this project, technical guidance has been provided to local hospitals (mainly
provincial hospitals) from the beginning, as one of the tertiary hospital endeavors integrat-
ed into the technical cooperation program. Prior to the application of this new approach, a
preliminary study was conducted to examine the situation of local hospitals, their relation-
ship with BMH, and the support they expect from BMH among others. The results
revealed close ties with BMH: annual referral cases on average are 377 per hospital, and
52% of the hospital staff have been trained in BMH. Based on these results, BMH has
planned and conducted a directive guidance to local hospitals.

Since the project was initiated, training of local hospital staff and information exchange
on referral cases between BMH and local hospitals have been successful. The results of the
preliminary study have been extremely useful in planning and monitoring the project activ-
ities. It could be concluded that integrating the community health into a project for a terti-
ary medical institution from the initial stage is highly effective in extending the benefits
gained from the project. It will be increasingly necessary to incorporate comprehensive
perspectives in planning hospital-based projects and making them more effective, efficient,
and beneficiary, in due coordination with other assistant programs.
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ABSTRACT

Disease control programs have been criticized for their vertical structure as opposed to
the current trend towards decentralization of the health system. However, some earlier tri-
als of drastic decentralization resulted in a loss of the knowledge and capacity for disease
control, which had been accumulated earlier. Careful organizational planning is therefore
crucial to ensure the transfer of such knowledge and capacity to the decentralized health
system, as well as for successful control of diseases. This report describes the organiza-
tional management of the Japan-Guatemala Project for Chagas' Disease Control, which
started shortly after the decentralization of the health system in Guatemala.

Chagas' disease is eliminable by reducing the vector infestation of houses. The vector
control personnel, who had been trained and organized vertically, were assigned to 27
Health Areas and supervised by Medical Officers in charge, who had normally had limited
experience or interest in vector control. In order to assure a standardized vector control
campaign, a strong link between the decentralized operators and the central vector control
staff was needed.

Three different groups of aid personnel were sent from Japan to reinforce the organiza-
tion related to vector control. Four volunteers (JOCV) were assigned to the four Health
Areas where the initial campaign was envisaged. They assisted the vector control operators
in terms of planning, monitoring and data management. A long-term expert joined the vec-
tor control staff at the central level and jointly supervised the decentralized activities of
vector control. Two short-term experts organized a policy team with the decision makers
of the Ministry of Health in order to discuss policy and financial matters.

While the short-term experts were chosen from among experienced medical entomolo-
gists, the volunteers and the long-term expert were chosen for their managerial capacity
rather than specific training on health or entomology. In order to give them the necessary
knowledge and skills in vector control and project management, a training component was
incorporated into the project. Pre-service training was given both in Japan and in
Guatemala, followed by OJT given by the short-term experts or through seminars and
workshops organized by the long-term expert.

The organizational management of the project extended beyond the bi-lateral arrange-
ment. Local universities were asked to give lectures and conduct basic studies in exchange
for manpower support by the project. Partnership with the Pan American Health
Organization (PAHO) was especially important for strengthening the political position of
the project.
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ABSTRACT
This paper reviews and analyzes the Chilean experience of the integration of decentral-
ization assistance with a community-level empowerment program through a decentralized
resource allocation scheme.
Empowerment, which seeks to build and strengthen the capability of marginalized local
communities to identify and solve their problems in overcoming poverty, and decentraliza-
tion, which aims to improve the institutional capacity of local governments so as to
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respond promptly to local needs, cannot advance without one another. Their integration is
of crucial significance. There is, however, a dilemma between the emphasis on community
initiatives and the tendency for governments to systematically regulate and supervise those
efforts. This has led to the lingering problem of how to effect a proper balance in concrete

policies so as to achieve those goals.

Based on the case of the Chilean Solidarity and Social Fund's participatory community
empowerment program, which was implemented within a framework of decentralization
assistance, this paper considers the coordination between the Program and decentralization
assistance as a key factor both in facilitating and obstructing the process of community-
led, sustained empowerment.

For five years beginning in 1995, a system was adopted in Chile which had regional
and municipal governments select the beneficiary areas and type of sub-projects that could
be implemented under the empowerment program targeting impoverished communities,
because those sub-projects were financed through decentralization assistance budget from
the National Government. The greater decision-making power given to the local govern-
ments was expected to foster a sense of ownership in the governments towards the
Program, and thereby increase program sustainability. The simultaneous strengthening

both of the "organizational autonomy" of local government -through decentralization- and
of "local community autonomy" —through promotion of participatory community develop-
ment- did successfully generate greater opportunities for contact between local residents
and government bodies. However, the right of decision-making in projects was thereby
divided between the two groups, a situation which put restrictions on the framework of the
fund's autonomous utilization by communities and ultimately became a major factor ham-
pering the community empowerment process.

The lessons to be drawn from this case are, in order for the coordination between com-
munity empowerment and decentralization assistance to generate synergy and reciprocal
benefits, the "government-community" vertical relationship should be reversed. Rather
than prescribing a framework for local community participation in line with a process of
institutionalization, a framework for promoting participation by local residents as the main
actors should be given priority and on that basis, an appropriated form of decentralization
assistance should be formulated to create a political system which supports the participa-

tion of local residents.
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The International Labor Migration of Asian Women:
The Current Situation and Some Critical Issues
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ABSTRACT

Growing international labor migration of Asians, especially of Asian women, calls for
special concern and comprehensive policies on the part of sending and host countries. This
article reviews the current situation that Asian female migrant workers face, and considers
some critical issues based on data from antecedent research.

Over the past twenty to twenty-five years, Asians who migrate abroad for work have
increased considerably. It has been due to the tremendous difference in the degree of
industrialization/economic development among states, which leads a large number of peo-
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ple to migrate to developed states where more job opportunities are available. The percent-
age of women among international labor migrants has also increased remarkably. Today
the high percentage of female migrants is one of the characteristics of the labor migration
of Asians. In the Philippines, Indonesia and Sri Lanka, women have accounted for 60-80%
of all international labor migrants. The facts that development of mass production and
service industry has brought about a greater demand for female workers, and that the
demand for housemaids has increased in the developed states, account for the increase of

female migrants.

With international labor migration goes the danger of exploitation and violence.
Women, in particular, are subject to such danger. Swindles by brokers and mistreatment by
employers, are examples of such danger. Neither the sending states, nor the host states, nor
employers pay enough attention to the rights and the interests of migrant workers.

Both sending and host states benefit from migrant workers. Comprehensive and consis-
tent policies which duly consider the rights and the interests of migrant workers are
required of both. Such policies should pay special attention to female migrants who are

subject to exploitation and violence.
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ABSTRACT

Since the 1990s, the worldwide trend in development assistance has been oriented
toward basic education. As part of that current, there is increasing awareness in Japan of
the need for a new approach to international cooperation that will enable effective promo-
tion of local community participation and other measures to enhance cooperation in this
field. Particular attention has been given to applying “development study”, one of the
major cooperation schemes by JICA, for the assistance in this field. The first project under
this scheme was the Regional Educational Development and Improvement Project
(REDIP), implemented from March 1999 to September 2001. This paper presents an
overview of REDIP, demonstrates the effectiveness of Development Study in basic educa-
tion through an analysis of the factors determining its success, and identifies challenges to
be taken.

REDIP was implemented as an empirical Development Study aimed at formulating a
practical project model for effective reform of junior secondary school education in line
with the Indonesian government's new education policy based on decentralization. The
process began with the carrying out of detailed base line surveys, based on the findings of
which pilot projects were planned and implemented for schools and local organizations
thought to be effective vehicles for the planned reforms. After their completion, the actual
effects and the feasibility of the various activities involved were analyzed and identified
through ex-post-fact evaluations. These evaluations were then compiled into a final pro-
posal. Consequently, REDIP was found to have achieved the initial objective of presenting
a project model that could function effectively.

In the nature of the cooperation and the process by which it was provided, REDIP rep-
resented a new form of cooperation in the field of basic education, and the application of
the Development Study approach can be said to have opened up new possibilities for coop-
eration in the field. It is evident, for example, that the nature of the Development Study
greatly facilitated the elaboration of activities by the schools and other local actors, and the
implementation of the detailed base line surveys and post-project studies, which were key
determining factors in the study's success. As cooperation of this kind increases, Japan will
be expected to play a more diverse role in this area including aid coordination with other
donors.

However, in order for such cooperation to produce even better results in the future, fur-
ther improvements should be made, such as more rigorous deliberation toward concrete
and practical measures for developing full-scale projects after studies are completed.
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ABSTRACT

In the search for an ideal path for international cooperation, we are faced with numer-
ous challenges. Extensive development can destroy the environment, implementation of
modern technology can stamp out indigenous techniques, and too much dependence on aid
can prevent self-reliance. Conflicts between forces such as development and environmen-
tal preservation, modernity and tradition, and dependence and self-reliance are difficult
issues that have long been the subject of debate.

This study discusses a project in Bolivia, 'Lak'a Uta (Earth Houses), that serves as an
example of harmony between development and environmental preservation, and modernity
and tradition, and protects self-reliance. The project, implemented in Lahuachaca, a small
village located on the Altiplano plateau, 4,000 meter above sea level, aims at creating low-
cost, comfortable, health-conscious housing with minimal impact on the environment, by
making the most of natural resources such as earth. The goal of the project is not merely to
reduce the negative impact on the environment but also to take advantage of local tradition
and wisdom, and to foster a sense of self-reliance among the beneficiaries. The project is
characterized by the regeneration of indigenous techniques such as the use of sun-dried
adobe bricks, which have been made in the Andes for several thousands of years, by the
use of a mixture of donkey droppings and cactus broth in plaster, by the provision of train-
ing in do-it-yourself construction to lay-persons without technical knowledge, and by the
provision of micro-credit to low income households.

Instrumental to the realization of this project are two key persons, Lars Jacobson, a
Danish technical specialist, and Juan Quispe, who has gained the trust of the local people
in the village of Lahuachaca, Bolivia. Jacobson proposed a framework for Lak'a Uta that
valued the preservation of the environment and traditional culture, and emphasized self-
reliance. Following this framework, Quispe implemented changes such as improvements
of the living environment using natural materials as well as the use of donkey droppings
and cactus broth. Through ideas that move beyond preconceived notions, the will to imple-
ment these ideas, and a social context/background which supports their activities, the work
of the two key figures has demonstrated the possibility of overcoming the challenges pre-
sented by the conflicts between development and environmental preservation, modernity
and tradition, and dependence and self-reliance. This study draws on the results of a field
study, interviews, and a literature review to discuss current implications of the project for
international cooperation.
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