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ABSTRACT

In the Project for the Control of Chagas' Disease Vectors in Guatemala carried out by
the Japan International Cooperation Agency (JICA), Japan Overseas Cooperation Volun-
teers (JOCV s) were dispatched to local health systems during a one-year period over 2000-
2001. Their assignment was to assist local vector control teams called Enfermedades
Transmitidas por Vector (ETVs) in the control and surveillance of vector bugs (Hemiptera:
Triatominae). In the department of Jutiapa, one of the JOCV sworked, aswell aswith ETV's,
with another JOCV who had been dispatched to the Ministry of Education as an educational
program officer in developing a community-based vector monitoring system. They trained
primary school teachers to act as trainers to school children and the community. The entire
training program consisted of three phases based on the training methodology. In thefirst or
preliminary phase, university researchers were entrusted with program management and
lectures, in which the teachers participated to a limited extent. In the second phase, the
JOCVs organized the program, while the ETV s gave lectures and hel ped teachers make
their teaching plans. In the third phase, ETVs organized and gave lectures, while JOCV's
devel oped materials for cascade training by teachers, using UNICEF funds. Thirteen hun-
dred and forty-three teachers (55% of the total number in the department) from 724 schools
(85%) received either second- or third-phase training. Post-training evaluation of 14 schools
in three districts showed that all 56 teachers taught children an average of 4.2 times on how
to prevent the disease transmission by the vectors, and 55 teachers (98%) passed to the
information to parents an average of 1.9 times.

A survey on 430 pupils in nine schools in three districts showed that 94% of them
became able to distinguish vector bugs from cockroaches, and 80% became able to kill the
bugs or report them to the school if they found them. This shows that (1) school children are
good monitors; (2) school teachers are enthusiastic and effective communicators to both
children and the community; and (3) ETV s are capable of training school teachers. In order
to establish a sustainable surveillance system, however, additional vector control activities
should be carried out in response to monitoring results. This experience also showed that
JOCV s could work as intermediaries between different sectors.
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