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Amartya Sen, “Development, Rights, and Human Security”, in Human Security 
Now (Commission on Human Security)

Human security as an idea fruitfully supplements 
the expansionist perspective of human 
development by directly paying attention to what 
are sometimes called “downside risks”. The 
insecurities that threaten human survival or the 
safety of daily life, or imperil the natural dignity of 
men and women, or expose human beings to the 
uncertainty of disease and pestilence, or subject 
vulnerable people to abrupt penury related to 
economic downturns demand that special 
attention be paid to the dangers of sudden 
deprivation. 



Amartya Sen, “Development, Rights, and Human Security”, in Human Security 
Now (Commission on Human Security)

Human security demands protection from these 
dangers and the empowerment of people so that 
they can cope with—and when possible 
overcome—these hazards. There is, of course, no 
basic contradiction between the focus of human 
security and the subject matter of the human 
development approach....
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