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Rethinking Human Security
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In the 1990s, the two dominant strands of foreign policy—economic
development and military security—became intertwined. The development
A _ /\ —_ = + and se_cur%ty establishments have also each und.e}‘gone a.period of conceptual

56‘ L I_I S E t 0) aa& — ] ‘/‘ % @ E d) DID \ ° H_: turmoil with the end of the cold war, the recognition of highly uneven patterns

d 1 C /LJ\ — I E_ N E of change in different components of development, and the technological and

political changes often labeled globalization. One consequence has been the

\l L\ —\ W é A\ W emergence of the concept of human security. As fostered by the United Nations

BN R %J:H%t —SUNED X MHVETE L —/\ Development Progtarm.this term usaally means “fecdom from fear and want
\ \ evelopment Program, this term usually means “freedom from fear and want.

X / = Human security has rapidly moved to occupy center stage in discussions of for-

eign policy; for example, the Group of Eight (G8) foreign ministers declared
* | o | in June of 1999 that they are “determined to fight the underlying causes of mul-
) l/ 2 L J b J A h IZE CE n % tiple threats to human security. . . .”> Despite articulated links to both the devel-
opment and security fields, alternative definitions abound for human security,

and the research and policy agenda for human security remains unclear.

In this article, we propose a simple, rigorous, and measurable definition of
human security: the number of years of future life spent outside a state of “gen-

- O) I\ l I\\‘ j— 7 b E% 7—' O) & Q O) S j: T 1 b |:':| d) E—t eralized poverty.” Generalized poverty occurs when an individual falls below
° — | I e = the threshold of any key domain of human well-being. An agenda for research
(- H /\. A I:II YR 8 &
'Lincoln C. Chen, “Human Security: Concepts and Approaches” in T. Matsumae and L.C. Chen,

~ A\ L J — —_— — eds., Common Security in Asia: New Concepts of Human Security (Tokyo: Tokai University Press, 1995);
2 W - l / \ \\/ — @ e § m— United Nations Development Program (UNDP), New Dimensions of Human Security (New York: Ox-
L‘ l— —I |:| = —t— ) —Z ford University Press, 1994); A. Florini and P. J. Simmons, The New Security Thinking: A Review of the

North American Literature (New York: Carnegie Endowment for International Peace, 1998).
2Lloyd Axworthy, “An Address On Human Security,” Minister Of Foreign Affairs, To The G-8
Foreign Ministers’ Meeting, 9 June 1999.

b —\\ — —t — A\ GARY KING is professor of government and director of the Harvard—MIT Data Center at Harvard
I D-J 1 , ]' j — K I 2 @ / \ I\ ) I/ University, and senior science adviser at the World Health Organization.
- b d N C - J \ L— CHRISTOPHER J. L. MURRAY is executive director of the Evidence and Information for Policy

Cluster at the World Health Organization. His work has focused on measuring health and health sys-

-V Es A Ay s %TFE\ LTWKDOOHEE e
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