Afterword

Interest in the SDGs is high in Japan, and it is gratifying to see that efforts to create sustainable local
communities are gaining momentum throughout the country. However, there is a tendency in some
quarters to think that just by mentioning the SDGs and pinningan SDGs badge to their chest, they
have achieved the goals in some way. The key is to understand the ultimate objective of the SDGs,
and to take steady steps to move as close as possible to the ideal of “no one left behind.”

Along with environmental and economic sustainability, which many municipalities and business-
es already pursue, the SDGs aim to reduce poverty, inequality, discrimination, and isolation, and
to create a society in which even the most vulnerable can live with pride and human dignity. In
Japan, major challenges to fulfilling the SDGs remain, such as eradicating bullying and child abuse,
improving the position of women in political and corporate policy-making, not pressuring women
to take their husband’s name after marriage, protecting victims of domestic violence, and ensuring
dignity with respect to menstruation. Other issues which need to be addressed include promoting
social participation by elderly people and people with disabilities, establishing the legal status of
LGBTQ people, regulating hate speech, improving the treatment of foreign technical intern trainees
and immigration detainees, and eliminating statelessness.

The COVID-19 pandemic, which began in early 2020 and continues to this day, has upended peo-
ple’s lives. As a result of mass closures of schools, restrictions on school activities, and the suspension
of business by many companies, the year 2021 saw new highs in non-attendance at school, bullying
cases, child abuse, domestic violence, and suicides among women and minors. In particular, single
mothers and those in non-regular employment experienced severe difficulties. We must remind
ourselves that there is an enormous amount of work to be done to make Japan a society where all
people are treated with respect and as human beings of intrinsic value.
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We began our work on developing municipality-level indicators for Miyagi Prefecture as a follow-up
to SDGs and Japan. At the time, some people questioned this choice. It was argued that in an area
where a major disaster had thrown peoples’ lives into chaos, and where the recovery process was still
underway even ten years later, to evaluate figures from only the outsiders’ viewpoints could produce
heavily biased outcomes. It was also argued that the unique characteristics of the region should be
taken into account. To avoid unilaterally imposing views from outside, we tried to find out as much
as we could about the issues facing local communities and their perspectives. I would like to thank
the authors who provided articles on specific issues, as well as many organizations and individuals in
Miyagi Prefecture, including local governments, civic groups, the Miyagi Co-op, and universities, who
provided us with advice and cooperation. For this volume, we asked people working on the ground in
Miyagi Prefecture to write about specific case studies. I am confident that their vivid and moving expe-
riences of the Great East Japan Earthquake and the COVID-19 pandemic will serve as a valuable guide
for those working in other regions. I would like to express my sincere appreciation to all contributors.

Yoichi Mine (Executive Director, JICA Ogata Sadako Research Institute for Peace and Develop-
ment) and Shinya Kawamura (Designated Senior Assistant Professor, Chubu University) took on
huge responsibilities, the former serving as co-editor and the latter managing the data indexing and
mapping. Illustrator Maki Onodera contributed wonderful pictures for Chapter 1, 1-2 and “Create
human security indicators for your own town!” I would also like to thank Haruka Nagashima of
Akashi Shoten, the editor who was in charge of the original Japanese edition of this book, for his
understanding and consideration.

The greater significance of creating Human Security Indicators is that they can help the residents of
local communities, in partnership with local governments, organizations, and businesses, to address
local priorities from the perspective of those who have been left behind. I sincerely hope that unique
local indicators will be developed in every part of the world, involving local citizens as the driving force.

December 2022
Yukio Takasu

Indicator Team Representative
Human Security Forum



Index

#
2030 AGENAA ... xvi, 3,5,6,7,50,98, 158
A
Act on the Establishment of the Children and Families Agency............... 78,113
Act on the Promotion of Policy on Child Poverty ..., 89

Act on the Promotion of Spousal Violence and the Protection of Victims ..........
58, 163, 164

agricultural sector / agriculture ..o, 34,35,42,79,174
average life expectancy ... 4, 51,54, 83,189-190, 242-258
B

Basic Act on Children

biodiversity
BUild BaCK BEHEN ...

C

child abuse .................... 9,10, 13,19, 46, 48, 53,57, 62, 77,78, 141, 142, 160, 229,
242,243, 244, 246, 247, 249, 252, 253, 254, 257, 258, 259

Child Friendly Cities and Communities Initiative (CFCI).............. xvii, 77, 108-113,

144-148,172
children’s foster care................. ....10, 26, 46, 53, 58, 60, 230, 242

children on waiting lists for nursery.......43, 49, 52, 55, 61, 76, 137, 144, 211, 241,
244,245, 247, 248, 249, 250, 251

climate Change ..........ccocoooovoeocieeeeceeeee e xv,4,6,12,93,96, 124
Commission on HUMaN SECUNILY ........ccoooiiiiriieciccenae 3,41

community developmentxvi, 57, 75-78, 87, 88, 95, 99, 100-106, 111, 112, 128, 130,
131,132, 135, 144, 160, 162, 247, 252, 256

community ties/bonds......... 9,17, 49, 53, 59, 65, 66, 67, 79, 236, 242, 243, 244, 247
Convention on the Rights of the Child....... 12,77,108-109, 112-113, 138, 145-148,

172-173

core objective of the SDGS..........c..ccoooevvnee. iX, xvii, xviii, xx, 5-6, 7, 8,9, 11-13, 19,
49,54, 87, 106, 158, 185, 247, 252

COVID-19......ovvvnne xvii, 12-13, 36, 44, 48, 84, 88, 90, 102, 112, 123, 142, 143, 148,

147,158, 159, 161, 165-169, 174, 175, 180-181, 182-185, 253

D
depopulation..... 37,40,41,42,97,174

dignity ..ooooooveis ix, xv-xviii, 4, 5, 6-8, 11, 12, 13, 14-20, 43, 47, 49, 62, 65, 67, 70,
75-76, 77,78, 85, 88, 113, 148, 155, 159, 160, 172, 241, 242,
243,245, 247, 249, 251, 253, 255, 256, 257, 258, 259

Dignity Indicators .............cc........ xvii, xxii, 9, 10, 14, 18, 19, 20, 50, 53, 57, 75, 78, 82
disaster-affected area.........cccooooreniniio 40, 44, 63, 160

disaster-affected people (people affected by disasters, hisaisha) .....................
xvii, 24, 36-38, 101, 117-123

disaster management ..., 120, 133, 134, 154, 156, 157, 159-160
disaster (risk) reduCtion ... 37,124,125-126
disaster-related deaths / deaths due to natural disasters......... 25,33, 49,51, 54,
119-120, 121, 128, 189, 196

disaster prevention ......... xxii, 9,10, 18, 26, 34, 37, 47, 48, 49, 77, 78, 80, 87, 95-98,
101,102, 103, 104, 105, 121, 125, 128, 129, 134, 147, 154-155, 158, 159, 160, 162

disaster prevention centers...............ccccccooeevnnn. 37,49,53,57, 130, 227, 242, 243,
244, 246, 247, 250, 257, 258
disaster victims...................... 33,34, 36, 37, 54,77,80, 101,103, 118-123, 127, 129

domestic violence (DV) / violence against women......9,10, 12, 13, 26, 46, 48, 78,
121, 141-142, 154, 158, 159, 160, 161, 164, 175, 244, 246, 259

E
Education for Sustainable Development (ESD) ................ Xv, xvii, 77, 93-99, 243
Educational Employment Model for Women ..., 171-172

elderly person/people/population........ 12,13, 25, 26, 36, 41-42, 46, 48, 49, 51, 52,
54, 56, 61, 62, 68, 78, 79, 80, 87, 97, 110, 119-122, 139, 189, 194, 242-258, 259

EMPOWETMENT ... 5, 6,92, 154-160, 162
enrollment rate (school, university)...............cccoocooveerreenne. 7,49,52, 56, 60, 214
evacuation center............ 96-97, 102, 103, 120-122, 128, 138-139, 149, 154, 159
F

fertility rate(s) 25,40, 43, 48, 51, 54, 60, 137,191, 242,

244, 245, 247, 250-255, 257

...19, 31,34, 35,42, 49, 51, 55, 61, 79, 95, 99,
127,129, 132,161, 206, 246, 256, 258

53,59, 70,77,80, 120, 176, 481, 182-185, 237, 238, 239
.10,17,77, 80, 174-181, 182-185, 241, 244, 251, 254, 258
53, 59, 174-176, 185, 238, 241
176, 182, 185; see also “technical intern”

fishing / fisheries ...

foreign nationals.

foreign residents
foreign (international) students....
foreign workers...

forestry
foster home.

frE@AOM ..o 4,8,11,14,15,82, 108

G

gender ......... xvi, 4,14, 15,17,18, 26, 47, 53, 57, 58, 67-69, 75, 88-92, 119-120, 154,
158-160, 161-165, 166, 258

gender disaggregated data/statistics..............cccccoovrninnnns 50, 54, 65, 67-69, 76, 88,
119-120, 121,158
Gender Empowerment Measure (GEM) ...........ccooooovvvriioniiiecieceeeee 55

gender equality........6, 7, 8, 9, 26, 37, 43, 46-47, 49-50, 53, 54, 58, 59, 62, 78-79, 82,
154-157, 158-160, 161-165, 232, 241-244, 247, 249, 251-258

gender equality promotion plans ..., 9,10, 58, 162-163
Gender Gap Index (GGI) 156-157
Gender Inequality Index (GlI) ... 155-156
gender roles ..., 89,91-92, 154, 160, 161, 162, 166-167, 170
GENABT WAGE QAP ..o 8,10, 26, 46
General Assembly .. xv,3,4,5,7,12,14,15,50, 93, 94, 98, 124

GlODAIZALION ... 4,176

greenhouse gases

H

habitual absence from school..........c.ccooooviviiioiionins 12,18, 27, 43-44, 49
Healthy Life Expectancy (HALE)..........c.cccooooovvvorrierennn. 51,54, 157,197, 242-258
housing adapted for the elderly ...............c......... 49, 52, 56, 62, 222, 241, 245, 247,

252, 253, 254, 256, 257

human development
Human Development Index...

Human Development REPOrt............coooovieiiniiisiee

humanrights............ ix, 4-6,9-12,14-17,57, 75,77, 88, 108-109, 113, 138, 144-148,
155, 157-159, 164, 246, 249, 253, 254, 256;

see also “Convention on the Rights of the Child" and

“Universal Declaration of Human Rights”

human security .............. iX, xvii, xviii, xix, xx, 3, 4-6, 11-13, 14, 15, 99, 185, 189, 241
human security approach ..o xvii, 4-5, 8, 11,13, 67
Human Security Forum (NPO) .. ix, xvii, 8, 136, 169, 171, 172, 260
Human Security INAeX ..........ccooccoovoiiiiiieiieeeeeee 9,25, 88, 136

Human Security Indicators.............. xvii-xxii, 8-10, 13-14, 25-27, 28-30, 49-50, 67,
81-85, 88, 159, 162, 172, 260

261



|

ICT (Information and Communication Technology)............... 42,49, 52, 56, 78, 81,
95-96, 143, 158, 171, 172, 216, 242, 243, 245, 249, 251, 252, 255

IMMIGIation ......ooooovoiii s 174,181,182, 183, 259

Immigration Control and Refugee Recognition Act...............ccoooovvrirnrnnne. 181-182

3,6,7-8,12,13,57,58, 75, 81,98, 109, 124, 249
xv, 6,8, 11, 80, 123, 154-156, 158, 159, 259
........................................................... 5,12-13, 36
..53, 59, 238, 241; see also “foreign students”

inclusion / inclusiveness...
inequality
insecurity

international students

xvii, xxii, 9, 10, 14, 50, 51, 54, 189
xvii, xxii, 9, 10, 17, 50, 51, 55, 189
livelihood protection ...52, 56, 61-62, 218, 241-242, 244-2417, 249, 258
10CAlZATION . .....oooeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee e ix, xvi, 7,49, 81

Xxv, 7,88, 118,142,176, 177,178

migration. 38,42, 48, 51,53, 54, 62, 79-80, 176, 193, 234, 242-258

Millennium Development GoalS ..........c..cco.coovoevvevoieeeeeeeeeeeeees 3,108, 158

Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology (MEXT)...........

45, 46, 56, 81, 94-95, 140, 141

multicultural coexistence..................... xvii, 57,75, 91, 176, 179-181, 182, 185, 254;

see also “Sendai Multicultural Center”

multicultural SOCIBtY.........ocoovvveieiececeeeeeee 77,174,176-177,181, 183

mutual aid/support/assistance..................c....... 17-18, 42, 79-80, 98, 155, 179, 245
N

NATIONAL SECUIILY ..o 4

xxi, xxii, 10, 11,31, 48, 76, 87, 94, 132, 136, 246

43-46, 63, 77,78, 86, 89, 90, 139-143,
172, 241-244, 257, 259,

12,13, 48, 121-123, 154, 159, 165-166, 168, 259
118,151, 155

natural environment

non-attendance at school

non-regular employment...
nuclear accident/disaster

nuclear POWET PIaNT ..o 151, 258
nursing care ... 46, 48, 49, 52, 56, 66, 69, 161, 170, 220, 245, 248, 250, 251, 253-257
nursing facilities ... 52, 56, 220, 243, 244, 248-250, 252, 254-257
0

OECD .o 96
P

pension 49, 51, 55, 205, 242-243, 248

12-13, 18, 26, 48, 51-52, 55-57, 60-61, 75, 77, 80, 110,
119-120, 139, 172, 202, 209, 245, 247-248, 250-259

people with disabilities...

PlaY .o 43,77,78,137-139, 142, 146, 149-153
POVEMY..oooois xv-xvi, 3-8, 11-13, 15, 42, 49, 76, 88-89, 92-93, 113, 142,

144,158, 162, 165-166, 172, 184, 241, 259
PUBIIC @SSISTANCE. ........ovoee 18,79, 98,118,122

public housing for disaster victims / disaster-related public housing ................
34,36, 37,101, 121-123

R
resident participation...................... xvii, xxii, 42, 57,75, 100-101, 103-107, 129-135
resilience ....xvi-xvii, b4, 80, 87, 97, 124-126, 128, 140, 159

Resilience Index . 125-126

262

S
SDGS FUture Citi@sS. ..o xv, 87, 242, 247

SDGs Miyagi Model ....................... iX, xvii, xviii, xix, xxi-xxii, 9, 14, 18, 20, 49-50, 56,
60, 63, 75-76, 82-85, 88, 158, 162, 172, 189

34,76,77,126-128,129-135

.xxii, 15, 26, 27, 47, 65, 67-71, 70,
83, 160, 172, 241-258

seawall

self-fulfillment / self-affirmation..

SEIf-ESTEBM ... 15,16, 18,19, 110, 111
Sendai Multicultural Center............co.cooooooivoeiioeeeeeee e 183-184
settlement(s)........... 6, 34, 42,53, 54,58, 62,79, 108, 109, 122, 124, 234, 242-244,

246-249, 251-252, 254-258

sexual harassment
single mother / single parent...

xvii, 12-13, 48, 49, 51, 54, 77,159, 162, 165-169,
171-172, 175,195, 242, 243, 248, 252, 254-258, 259

social connectiVity ..........ccocoovoovecerceicene xxii, 15, 27, 65, 68-71, 83, 160, 241-258
SOCIAl WIthdrawal ..........coocooviiiii s 86, 89-90
social workers 78, 89, 142

society where no one is left behind .......xvi-xviii, xx-xxi, 5-8, 14, 17-18, 37, 42, 75,
81, 84,87, 100, 103, 106, 121-123, 157, 172-173, 185, 189, 259

SONIAAMTLY oo 13,103, 105-106, 155
SONLAY AEATN......ovoi 121123
SUICIAE oo 10,13, 15,19, 26, 50-51, 53-54, 58, 60, 62, 141-142, 195,
230-231, 242-246, 248, 250-256, 258-259
sustainability ... Xv-xvi, xviii, 6, 75-76, 86, 95-96, 154, 158
T
technical intern(s) .......... 10, 53, 59, 174-175, 179-181, 239, 242, 243, 254, 258, 259
temporary housing ... 34,121-122, 125,136, 138-139, 141, 143
trauma

x, 20, 33-34, 37,70, 80, 96, 100, 102, 111,
118, 125-130, 134, 149, 150, 153

tsunami

UNESCO School.......cooovooiciiines 52,56, 77,93-94, 97-98, 216
12,77,108, 110, 111-112

Universal Declaration of Human Rights.............cccccoooviieiiiniin. 5,9,12,14-15,17

v

volunteer(ing) ..., 10, 37, 49, 53, 57, 89-90, 129, 137, 145, 160,

177-180, 183, 226, 242-247, 250-251, 255

vulnerable / vulnerability....xvii, xx, 4-6, 8, 12-13, 18, 19, 48, 80, 119-123, 124, 136,
154,182, 241, 249, 259

w
Women's Disaster StUdIES........coocovviiriei e 154-160






