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A Historical General Survey of the Immigration Studies
in Japan after the 1990s

Tomonori Ishikawa (University of the Ryukyus)

In recent years, immigration studies in Japan have been less significant and the number of
publications so far has not flourished. On the other hand, “Dekasegi” immigrants, the Japanese
descended citizens, Niseis and Sanseis have shown rapid increase. While those dekasegi people are
descendants of the Issei immigrants, it is my ardent view that further fundamental studies in Latin
American countries should be thoroughly comprehended to make clear characteristics of the Dekasegi
communities in Japan. In this paper, monographs and articles dealing with generalized aspects of the
immigrants published until 2008 from the late 1990s, were selected and which will be overviewed from
historical view point. To do so, 3 monographs and 3 researchers on the world scale were selected. For
in Japan, 9 researchers, 3 monographs, and 5 articles were selected for historical immigration studies.
Then, I proposed 7 themes for migration studies in Japan. Finally, the “Archives Projects "proposed by

the committee of the Japanese Overseas Migration Museum, JICA Yokohama will be presented.

Keywords: World, Japan, Immigration, History of Immigration Studies, After the 1990s
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The Japanese-Language Press in the United States and LARA:
The Seattle Hokubei Hochi’s Coverage of Relief
in Post-War Japan, 1946 — 1947

Takeya Mizuno (Toyo University)

This article attempts to examine how a Japanese-language newspaper in Seattle, Hokubei Hocht
(The North American Post), covered Japanese Americans’ involvement in the relief movement for
Japan’s post-war reconstruction by LARA (Licensed Agencies for Relief in Asia). A qualitative analysis
of the newspaper from its first June 5, 1946 issue through the end of 1947 found that it was in full and
consistent support for LARA and its activities.

The Seattle newspaper encouraged LARA’s project in many ways. For example, it repeatedly
stressed that the Japanese in Japan had become “war refugees” and on that ground contended that
Japanese Americans were in a far better state. The newspaper, too, regularly published thank-you
letters from Japan, which could have reinforced the readers’ motivation to contribute to LARA’s relief
movement.

Those who were promoting the movement also found the paper useful for publicity and made full
use of it. So did Seattle Japanese American leaders who organized a local Japan relief committee. The
paper cooperated with these LARA supporters and served consciously as a publicity medium for
LARA.

Keywords: Seattle, Japanese Americans, LARA (Licensed Agencies for Relief in Asia), Hokubei Hochi

(The North American Post), Post-war Reconstruction, Publicity
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Nisei Interpreters / Translators of the U.S. Military

Tomoko Ozawa (Senior Lecturer, Musashino Art University)
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3. Nisei Women in the Military

4. Nisei Women in Occupied Japan

Conclusion
Keywords: Nikkei, Nisei, MIS, MISLS, Linguists, Hawaii, Occupation of Japan
Introduction

During World War II and the occupation of Japan, language-proficient Nisei, or the second
generation of Japanese immigrants to Hawaii and the United States mainland, worked in the Military
Intelligence Service (MIS) as linguists: English-Japanese interpreters, translators and liaison
coordinators. While the majority of Nisei working for the Allied Occupation forces was military
personnel, civilian Nisei were also hired to carry out the daily tasks of rebuilding war-devastated
Japan.

Officially, the activities of the U.S. Military Intelligence Service during World War II were not
disclosed until 1973. In 1979, over three decades after World War II ended, a retired navy journalist,
Joseph D. Harrington, recorded the experiences of hundreds of Nisei veterans who were military
intelligence servicemen in the Second World War. Harrington’s Yankee Samurai: The Secret Role of
Nisei in America’s Pacific Victory, appears to be the first thorough documentation of Nisei’s wartime
intelligence activities. Using retrospective personal accounts of Nisei men, Harrington depicts the
various roles and duties of the servicemen in detail. In regard to the occupation period, however, only
a few pages deal with the postwar experiences of a handful of Nisei.!

The publication of personal memoirs of former Nisei servicemen and veterans’ groups across the
nation mushroomed from the 1980s on, and more recently various online sites have provided
interviews as well as personal accounts.? While personal recollections on wartime experiences have
become more visible, the immediate days and months of the war’s end definitely call for more
attention. After all, the occupation period in Japan was experienced by numerous Nisei who worked in
uniform and as civilians.

Extensive research on this topic of the postwar MIS activities has been slow in coming. The year
2006 saw the publication of command historian James C. McNaughton’s Nise: Linguists: Japanese
Americans in the Military Intelligence Service during World War II published by the Department
of the Army. It is by far the most recent extensive historical account of Nisei who served during the
war and post-war years as interpreters and translators in the MIS. In the final chapter, “MIS Nisei and

the Early Occupation of Japan, September 1945 — February 1946,“ McNaughton describes the ways in



which Nisei linguists served as liaisons between military government officers and Japanese officials,
censored civil communications and assisted with war crime investigations and trials.? But none of the
Nisei civilians who were hired to work for the U.S. government appear in his description of the
occupation period.

In 2008 researcher Nobuhiro Adachi published an article focusing on six individuals who had
attended the Military Intelligence Service Language School (MISLS). By conducting oral interviews of
the Nisei from Hawaii he explores how serving in the military and attaining proficient Japanese
language skills had an impact on the overall livelihoods of these veterans. In particular the GI Bill,
language skills and self-esteem obtained during their military experience purportedly shaped their
professional careers, and, in some cases, promoted their connection with Japan in the fields of
business or research. Interestingly, for Hawaiian Nisei, according to Adachi, seeing the mainland while
training at the MISLS influenced their perception of themselves in terms of realizing the differences in
the regional racial makeup and accents of spoken English.*

In regard to Nisei servicewomen, McNaughton introduces the fact that the first thirteen women flew
to Tokyo in 1946, though substantive research on the involvement of Nisei women in the U.S. military
during World War II is limited. The most prominent publication on this topic is perhaps sociologist
Brenda L. Moore’s Serving Our Country: Japanese American Women in the Military during
World War II, which offers a historical overview of Nisei women who served in the U.S. forces, most as
members of the Women’s Army Corps (WAC) but some as nurses and doctors in the Army Medical
Corps. Moore documents the stories of servicewomen by analyzing interviews and primary sources.
Much of Moore’s analysis deals with how military experience influenced and shaped the lives of Nisei
women.”

Although it is not difficult to imagine that most individuals with a negative or tragic experience of
military service would have probably shunned an opportunity for an interview and refused to share
their memory, Moore easily generalizes that “[Nisei women’s] military service benefited them socially,
economically, and politically in later years.” Furthermore Moore points out that through the interviews
that she had conducted the Nisei’s “voices help to dispel the nativistic view of Japanese Americans as
foreigners to the United States, and challenge the race and gender stereotypes of Japanese American
women“ because the Nisei interviewed for her study “were both assertive and determined to take
charge of their lives.”® Regardless of her somewhat conventional conclusion, Moore’s extensive
research and interviews are valuable accounts that had been virtually unknown.

This paper intends to further illuminate the historical process of turning the Nisei into linguists and
their induction into the armed forces. Historical analysis of the induction process, or more specifically
various restrictions placed on induction, of the Nisei into the U.S. military brings to light politics of
racial and gendered hierarchies. Moreover, it is obvious that more attention is needed to uncover the
history of Nisei women working as linguists during the Second World War and occupation of Japan. As
an initiative, this paper briefly introduces a rare personal account of Sadae Tagami, a Nisei who worked
as a civilian for the occupation force in Tokyo and married Kan Tagami who at one point in his military
career was with the MIS. Accounts of personal experiences provide significant details of public or
group history, but because a personal account is independently historic, or requires contextual

analysis, it would be unwise to generalize it. Therefore, this paper focuses on how Sadae Tagami’s
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interview reveals her multidimensional sense of belongings, not alluding to categorical groupings.

1. Training the Nisei as Linguists

Secretly established by the War Department under the Fourth Army and commanded by Lieutenant
General John L. DeWitt, the Military Intelligence Service Language School, as it came to be called,
grew dramatically during the Second World War. With the outbreak of the war the demand for
Japanese language specialists obviously grew. In July 1941 Cornell University sponsored a three—day
conference of Japanese language teachers from seven American universities. Attending this occasion
were representatives, apparently probing for Japanese language experts, from the Military Intelligence
Division (MID), the Office of Naval Intelligence (ONI) and the FBI. Learning that only sixty students
of European descent were enrolled in college-level Japanese courses nationwide, the army and navy
officers were determined to establish a school themselves in order to train more linguists. Three
former language attachés Captain Kai E. Rasmussen, Captain Joseph K. Dickey and Lieutenant Colonel
John Weckerling worked together to assemble students and instructors for the school.”

Captain Kai E. Rasmussen, a coast artillery officer then commanding harbor defenses for San
Francisco Bay, was appointed to build a Japanese language school that would use his knowledge of
Japanese.® The MID also sent Captain Joseph K. Dickey, another language attaché, who had been
serving in the U.S. embassy in Tokyo. The War Department dispatched a more senior officer,
Lieutenant Colonel John Weckerling who was promoted that summer. He had been a language attaché
in Tokyo from 1928 to 1932 and an assistant military attaché from 1935 to 1938.°

During the summer of 1941 the Western Defense Command held the largest maneuvers ever seen on
the West Coast. They planned to meet every Nisei soldier in all of the Regular Army and National
Guard units under DeWitt’s command of the Western Defense Command. The three officers in civilian
clothes visited military camps to interview the Nisei, showing him a Japanese army manual and asking
him to read and translate a few passages. Reportedly, from July to October 1941 the three officers
interviewed all 1,300 Nisei soldiers on the West Coast. The officers intended to determine the loyalty
of each Nisei candidate based on the interview and security questionnaires used for background
investigations. About 30 percent of the Nisei had a parent or sibling living in Japan, an automatically
disqualifying factor. At this initial stage, no one screened the Nisei serving in Hawaii. As McNaughton
points out, this was perhaps because the three officers did not have enough time to conduct the
screening process in Hawaii, or perhaps of not wishing to cross command lines.'

On November 1, 1941 the Fourth Army Intelligence School was formally activated at the Presidio of
San Francisco in an abandoned airplane hangar at Crissy Field. The Japanese language classes began
with four Nikkei instructors and sixty students.!' The leading instructor was a Nisei, John Aiso.’? He
laid down the daily schedule: classes from 8:00 to 11:30, a lunch break, then classes from 13:00-16:30,
five days a week. The curriculum was based on the Naganuma readers, Creswell’s Japanese-English
military dictionary, various Japanese and American training manuals, Ueda’s Daijiten (dictionary) and
several other books.'® Apparently, contrary to the instructors’ assumption that the students were
supposed to have a good grasp of the language already, only the top twenty or so students could

handle the language with ease. At the time of the interview, of all the Nisei screened, only three



percent could be rated “accomplished,* four percent “proficient” and three percent “fair.”*

Naturally the army officers searching for linguists were particularly interested in the Kibei, or Nisei
who had spent some or most of their youth in Japan and returned to the U.S. Despite their Japanese
proficiency, according to McNaughton, Weckerling deemed five percent or less of the Kibei completely
unsuitable for military service, describing them as having “unassimilated elements” who had, or were
believed to have had, cause to hate the U.S. Furthermore, Weckerling stated that those who went to
Japan as infants and returned within the last year or two were also unsuitable because their way of
thinking was “wholly Japanese.”® While the army had no use for those who could not speak sufficient
English, the Kibei who had attended school in Japan proved to be valuable, often assuming more
difficult tasks once on duty.

In May of 1942, when the class that had started in November 1941 had completed a six months’
course, the school was moved to Camp Savage located in the suburbs of Minneapolis in the
southeastern part of Minnesota. The enlarged school was renamed the Military Intelligence Service
Language School and placed under the direct jurisdiction of the Department of Army, Military
Intelligence Division, in Washington D.C. After moving to Fort Snelling in 1944, the MISLS instituted
Chinese (Mandarin) and Korean classes enlarging the scope of languages taught in addition to
Japanese. The MISLS next moved to the Presidio of Monterey and was made an agency of the
Department of Defense and renamed the Defense Language Institute. Between early 1944 and the
summer of 1945, about 1,400 Nisei from the mainland and about 1,000 more from Hawaii were selected
for language training. More than 6,000 graduates served throughout the Pacific Theater during the

war and the subsequent occupation of Japan.'

2. Loyalty and Race

The enlistment of Nisei into the MIS involved inter-related groupings based on notions of race and
loyalty. One historical discourse within the Nikkei community supposes that the Nisei, particularly
aware of how the larger population could not accurately distinguish a Kibei from other Nisei, saw their
Kibei peers as burdening their cause to be fully accepted in America. In accordance with the
Americanization pressure that insisted that the second generation were to assimilate to the American
mainstream and be loyal citizens, the Kibei were purportedly untrustworthy due to their partial or
whole upbringing in Japan. Against this complex backdrop, the military or high-ranked officers were
inconsistent, and at times self-contradictory, in terms of their perception and treatment of the Nisei as
well as Kibei serving the U.S.

The recruiting and training of the Nisei was conducted under Lieutenant General John DeWitt’s
command on the west coast. Several weeks after the opening of the MISLS, DeWitt visited the school
just down the hill from his headquarters at the Western Defense Command. When Nisei John Aiso was
introduced as the chief instructor, DeWitt allegedly patted Aiso on the shoulder and said that he was
doing a good job, and DeWitt offered his support.!”

Officials, as well as the general public, could never detach the issue of patriotism from prejudice and
racial thinking. A 1942 Harper’s Magazine article by Lieutenant Commander Kenneth D. Ringle

discussed the loyalty question in detail. Under a pseudonym Ringle proposed that “individual
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examination” was the best way to determine “who are truly with us.”'® The officials of western states
were inclined to admit that some proportion of the resident Japanese and their children were loyal to
America, but they professed a complete inability to distinguish the loyal from the disloyal. “To
complicate the situation no ready means existed for determining the loyal and disloyal with any degree
of safety,” according to the Department of War."

The concluding argument presented in the Department of War’s Final Report was that any member
of the Japanese race was to be distrusted. This premise was implicit throughout the reasoning and
sometimes made explicit. DeWitt’s memorandum stated that “the Japanese race is an enemy race and
while many second and third generation Japanese born on United States soil, possessed of United
States citizenship, have become ‘Americanized,” the racial strains are undiluted.”® Congressman John
Rankin put the racial argument in its most sweeping form when he told the Congress that “once a Jap,
always a Jap” and that “you can not regenerate a Jap, convert him and make him the same as a White
man any more than you can reverse the laws of nature.”?!

It should be noted that DeWitt’s personal response to the whole matter on “evacuation” was quite
inconsistent. On December 19, 1941, as one consequence of his initial flurry, DeWitt recommended
that all “alien subjects fourteen years of age and over, of enemy nations” be removed. He was then
firmly opposed to any “evacuation” of citizens and did not specifically mention any particular race.
During a telephone conversation he held on December 26 with the Provost Marshal General, Allen W.
Gullion, DeWitt commented that “an American citizen, after all is an American citizen. And while they
all may not be loyal, I think we can weed the disloyal out of the loyal and lock them up if necessary.”??
Government lawyers would later deny to the Supreme Court that any loyalty—screening procedure was
possible.? DeWitt had seen how quickly the Commanding General of Hawaii Walter C. Short had been
forced out of the military after the disaster at Pearl Harbor. DeWitt did little to calm the fears and
suspicions that mounted after Pearl Harbor, and showed no intention of letting his guard down and
suffering the same fate.

As for the Nisei in the military, the Counter Intelligence Corps kept close watch on them, and the
MISLS had its counter—subversive program which included rendering highly—trusted Nisei to provide
confidential reports on other Nisei.** At the outset of the war the Military Intelligence Division had
established a strict policy: whenever possible, enlisted MIS Nisei would serve under “caucasian”
language officers. The main purpose, in the words of Colonel Rasmussen, “was to have an
unmistakably Caucasian officer associated with Oriental faces in order not to have some trigger—happy

725 Accordingly, a preparatory course for qualified persons of European descent was

G.I. pop a gun.
established at the University of Michigan in October 1942. By May 29, 1944, thirty—four officers and
234 enlisted men were enrolled in this intensive Japanese-language program under the supervision of
Professor Joseph K. Yamagiwa of the University of Michigan and thirty—five Nisei assistants.2®

The Office of Naval Intelligence was making its own preparation for the coming conflict with Japan.
In Washington D.C. the ONI Far East Section employed a handful of Japanese translators, but with the
growing demand for attacking the Japanese naval and diplomatic codes, in December 1940 they began
to develop a Japanese language program for the navy. The navy could not draw upon the services of
the Nisei as easily as the army for one simple reason. As the navy rapidly expanded in 1940-1941 it

continued its traditional racial exclusion policies against Asians.?



Another reason the ONI did not aggressively reach out to the Nisei may have to do with the
Tachibana case. Exactly six months before Pearl Harbor, on June 7, 1941, Itaru Tachibana, a Japanese
naval lieutenant commander, was arrested by the FBI in Los Angeles and subsequently arraigned on
charges of espionage. The FBI investigation revealed that certain Japanese immigrants had very close
connections with him. While noting that all military attachés, regardless of nationality, collect
information on foreign military forces, historian Yuji Ichioka points out that in the case of Tachibana
the ONI caught Tachibana red-handed in their sting operation paying for information.?® By October
1941 when the Fourth Army gathered Nisei for language training at the Presidio of San Francisco, the
ONI began training caucasian officer candidates across San Francisco Bay at the University of
California.

In a 1945 Harper’'s Magazine article, Eugene V. Rostow wrote about the loyalty question of the
Issei, or Japanese immigrants, and Nisei from another perspective. Because this article intended to
capture the feelings of guilt among liberals a month after the war ended, it made an effort to deal with
the country’s “tragic and dangerous mistake” in relation to democracy and the nation’s constitution.
“The military authorities thought it would take too long to conduct individual investigations on the
spot,” Rostow explained, and so arrested the “whole group.” Rostow questioned the legality of loyalty
as a criteria for policy. “Disloyalty, even in the aggravated form of enthusiastic verbal support for the

Axis cause, is not a crime in the United States,” he concluded.?

3. Nisei Women in the Military

Besides racial groupings, notions of gender also bring the military’s discriminatory practices into

sharp focus.”

Before World War II, women'’s service in the U.S. military was limited to the Army Nurse
Corps (ANC), the navy’s enlistment of 13,000 women as “yeomanettes” to serve as clerks during World
War I, and the War Department’s hiring of women telephone operators and clerks as civilian workers
with the American Expeditionary Forces in France. After a long and arduous debate, in May 1942, a
Women’s Army Auxiliary Corps (WAAC) was formed for service with the U.S. Army.*!

Although the Waacs received military pay, food, housing and medical care, they did not have military
status. The Waacs were paid less than male soldiers in equivalent grades until November 1942.
Initially, the Waacs did not fall under the army’s jurisdiction for promotion or punishment. Particularly
in regard to overseas duty rules governing Waacs were different to those imposed on men. Throughout
most of World War II, unlike servicemen, the auxiliaries could not receive overseas pay, government
insurance, or veterans’ hospitalization, and they were excluded from international agreements covering
prisoners of war. If they were Kkilled, their parents would not receive a death gratuity. By the time the
first Nisei woman was inducted into the military, members of the WAC held the same military rank as
servicemen, received the same pay, allowances, benefits and privileges, and were subject to the same
disciplinary code.*

In July 1942, the navy bypassed the auxiliary stage and established the Women Accepted for
Volunteer Emergency Service (WAVES), whose members had the same status as male reservists.
Because of their small numbers, black volunteers who joined the WAVES were not segregated in units.

By November the Coast Guard had created its women’s reserve (SPAR), and the Marine Corps
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followed in February 1943, establishing the Marine Corps Women’s Reserve. Only five black women
served in integrated units of the SPAR, and the Marine Corps did not accept black or Nikkei women
during the war years.*

As Cynthia Neverdon—Morton points out, when compared to the number of white women who served
in the military during WWII (over 360,000), the number of black and Japanese American women was
extremely small, 4,600 and approximately 350 respectively.** The exact number of Nikkei is difficult to
ascertain because they served in integrated units where their racial identity was not routinely noted.

Records indicate that the first group of Nikkei women inducted into the military were nurses. On
February 21, 1943, the Office of the Surgeon General received authorization to assign qualified Nisei
women to the Army Nurse Corps. Approximately two months later, the Military Intelligence Division
approved Nisei women for service in the WAC which had succeeded the WAAC. In June, the Military
Personnel Division announced that Nisei women would be accorded the same treatment and
assignment as other women and would not be racially segregated. The quota for Nisei Wacs was set at
five hundred. No quota was set for Nisei nurses.*

As soon as the War Department allowed male Nisei to volunteer, the director of the WAC, Colonel
Oveta C. Hobby, asked Assistant Secretary John McCloy to allow Nisei women to volunteer. McCloy
told her there was “no reason it could not be done” and agreed to look into the matter. In March 1943
Hobby sent recruiting teams to the camps, hoping to find 500 women volunteers. Her teams were just
as disappointed as those looking for Nisei men. Most Issei parents were reluctant to give up their sons;
they resisted even more allowing their daughters to serve. In late 1943 the WAC began recruiting Nisei
but found few volunteers.*

The main catalyst for the induction of Nisei women into the ANC and the WAC was the difficulty
that these organizations were experiencing in recruiting. This problem was apparently exacerbated for
the WAAC/WAC by a slander campaign against servicewomen that began during the spring of 1943.
Rumors that women in the military were of low moral character spread throughout the nation, and the
news media depicted Waacs as sexually promiscuous. Consequently, an FBI investigation revealed
that these false allegations originated with army servicemen who had negative attitudes toward the
WAAC. The director of WAAC worked to counter the slander campaign. Nevertheless, it created a
barrier to recruitment.’”

Nisei women, many of whom spoke excellent Japanese, offered a valuable source of students to be
trained at the MISLS. When the MISLS recruiters visited the camps in 1943, Nisei women allegedly
expressed an interest in attending the language school. Indeed, many of their brothers were already
serving in the 442" Regimental Combat Team or the MIS. According to McNaughton, when Eleanor
Roosevelt visited the Gila River camp in April 1943, some Nisei women approached her to ask how they
could join the WAC. A recruiter from MISLS took the next step: “Knowing that their chances were
remote at the time, yet curious to check on their qualifications, I [gave] several of them examinations,
and each one passed with flying colors. They were better qualified for this school than many of the
boys we accepted.”

In the spring of 1943 the MISLS recruiters accepted several Nisei women as civilian translators for
the Army Map Service in Cleveland, Ohio, after a two—week orientation at Camp Savage. Sergeant

Kawahara made a recruiting trip to Hawaii in October 1943 and reported that “a number of inquiries



were received from women of Japanese ancestry in regard to their acceptability as interpreters. They
indicated a keen awareness of the important part they could play and were very anxious to be
accepted for service in the [Women’s Army Corps]. In many cases the inquiries were from college
graduates, for the most part engaged in teaching or employed in business firms.”®

Much controversy surrounded the question of segregating Nisei women, but a racially segregated
Nisei WAAC company never materialized. The WAAC director and other War Department officials
concluded that there was no need to segregate Nisei Waacs because the number of Nisei women
enlisting into the military would be small and it was therefore deemed economically impractical to
segregate the Nikkei. Another rationale was probably the fear of increasing racial friction. As Moore
notes, by the time Nisei women were being considered for induction, the War Department’s policy of
racial segregation had been criticized severely by the African American community. Nisei women
themselves were voicing their opposition toward racial segregation as were some prominent white
citizens.*

The first Nisei Wacs began reporting to the school in the fall of 1944. On May 28, 1945, the first
WAC class began with twenty—eight women students. As more women arrived, the class grew to forty—
six.** Although a variety of military occupations were open to Nisei Wacs, the War Department sought
to utilize the servicewomen primarily in clerical positions. According to McNaughton, the Military
Intelligence Division appeared reluctant to place Nisei women in language training. If the school’s
graduates were to be sent to the battlefield as translators and interpreters at regiment and division
level, training women who would be excluded in the first place seemed useless. Records assert that
the Nisei Wacs were excellent students, and, in comparison to their male counterparts, supposedly
more diligent. In November 1945 forty—one Wacs graduated; half went to Camp Richie, Maryland, to
work at the Pacific Military Intelligence research Section. Some of these were later transferred to Fort
Holabird, Maryland, for more translation duty. Three of the Wacs actually taught at the MISLS after

basic training and doing clerical duties.*!

4. Nisei Women in Occupied Japan

On November 1, 1945, thirteen Hawaiian Nisei women trained for censorship arrived in Japan. The
1946 order decreeing “no more enlisted WACs overseas” did not reach Fort Snelling in time to halt the
dispatch of these linguists to the Allied Translator and Interpreter Section in Tokyo. Once in Japan,
these women were given a choice of either returning to the U.S. and remaining in the service, or being
discharged and remaining in Japan under a one-year contract. All thirteen accepted the civil service
offer. The U.S. servicemen and women in Occupied Japan served mostly as translators and
interpreters often taking the form of liaison with Japanese local government officials and censorship of
newspapers, magazines, books as well as films and letters. As Moore indicates, the Wacs were thrilled
to go to Japan and most reported that their families were equally excited.** Moreover, probably
substantive numbers of the local hires came from the Nisei who had spent the war in Japan.
Unfortunately, research on this group of subjects is yet to come.

Hawaii born Sadae (Suehiro) Tagami experienced working for the occupation force in postwar

Japan.*’ Her mother was a Nisei born in Maui and her father was a Japanese immigrant from
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Yamaguchi prefecture. Sadae graduated from McKinley High School in 1938. She also attended
Hongwanji language school. After high school Sadae came to Tokyo and attended a home economic
school in Mita and Kyoritsu, a girls’ school in Kanda. After about three years, in 1941 she returned to
Hawaii on the ship Tatsutamaru because “war clouds” were looming by that time. Back in Hawaii she
again attended a sewing school, which she did not enjoy so much, and also worked part-time at the
Hongwanji school as a “messenger girl.”

It was probably a year after from the Pearl Harbor attack when the OWI contacted Sadae. She went
to an interview and was recruited to broadcast propaganda materials, such as music and love letters, to
Japanese soldiers to make them homesick and demoralized. Sadae thinks that she was chosen because
of her fluency in Japanese. She recalls that among her colleagues were Japanese language teachers
who had lost their jobs with the outbreak of the war. Eventually Sadae’s boss at the OWI told her to
take the exam to work for the Department of the Army Civilian as a censor. Sadae became one of the
second group of fifteen Nisei females from Hawaii to work as linguists in Occupied Japan. In Japan
Sadae censored movies for a short time and then shifted to censoring radio scripts. Her bosses were
non-Nikkei military men who “knew nothing” about Japanese culture and language. She had officer’s
privilege, but worked in civilian attire.

On one occasion Sadae and a few other Nisei female linguists wore military uniform when engaging
in translation duty attending a body strip search of diplomats’ wives arriving from Europe and other
places. The search was for contrabands (money, jewelry, cameras, etc.) that the Japanese diplomats
and their spouses returning to Japan were desperately trying to bring back. Sadae recalls a wife of a
diplomat asking her if she was not ashamed of what she was doing. Aware that the wife had noticed
Sadae’s “Japanese face,” Sadae remembers that she simply replied she was an American and it was her
job.

In such cases the Nisei were required to wear their uniform to work perhaps because problems of
identity and nationality were anticipated. An individual’s identity or belonging and her/his outfit play
out in different ways. Moore depicts how a Nisei woman dated a white soldier in civilian clothes, and
was stopped by the military police as well as the Japanese police. The insinuation was that she, a
Japanese, should not be with a white solider.** At the same time, an American uniform was in some
ways a shield against racial antagonism by white male soldiers because it might have (or might not
have) prevented servicemen from making racial slurs if they knew they were dealing with Americans.

In 1947 Sadae married Kan Tagami whom she had met in Japan. Her contract as a censor was for
eleven months, but she worked an extra few months before she quit when she was pregnant with the
first of her five children. Sadae and Kan, who served as a personal interpreter—aide to General Douglas
MacArthur, lived on American base in Japan for approximately twenty—five years. At one point, for
three to four years Sadae worked as a translator for the CIA; her cover being a civilian employee for
the air force. Most of her time in Japan, however, Sadae was a homemaker. Her life seemed to have
revolved around socializing with other Americans residing on base where more security and privileges
were granted than living outside of the American base. Sadae returned to Hawaii with her husband
and children in 1978.



Conclusion

The connection of race and nationalism, however contradictory, is an integral matter in defining the
relationship between the Nisei and the military mostly because the issue of loyalty is intricately
combined with race politics. Nevertheless, for the exactly same reason of possessing personal
connections to and knowledge of the enemy’s culture and language, the Nisei were simultaneously
both denied and accepted into the military. Consequently, the War Department’s need for Japanese
linguists, particularly male linguists, superseded its policy of excluding Nikkei from military service. It
is clear that various groupings supposedly based on notions of race do not determine or reflect an
individual’s political belonging,.

Researchers have only begun to pay closer attention to the civilian Nisei, both male and female,
hired by the occupation force in Japan. Personal recollections, such as Sadae Tagami’s, offer
extremely valuable insights into experiences in the military during a historic era.

Although personal accounts may be utilized to construct national or other group causes, they may
also be used to deconstruct various political agendas often seen as controlling individuals. Personal
choices are often political, but they are made because of numerous factors. Advancing a group cause
may be an important element in shaping someone’s life, but a person does not belong to a single group
that is always exclusive of other belongings. Regardless of various contentions of political or racial
groupings and being grouped, in Sadae’s case, belonging to her Nikkei community, attaining ties to
Japan, and acquiring Japanese culture and language seem to have coexisted with her belonging to her
community in Hawaii and her commitment to the U.S. despite the anti-Japanese/Nikkei climate of the
time. In other words, choosing to work for the armed forces did not signify the denial of her other
cultural belongings, which consequently became advantages for her to exercise her talents and skills.
A clear—cut labeling of belonging would be insufficient in describing an aspect of history or a particular
individual.

A person may be seen either as being moved around in a structurally and socially imposing system,
as a victim of prejudice, or as a subject with agency. While all of these approaches or frameworks have
their merits, the analysis of memories of personal experiences may not be generalized. In terms of
Nisei women, as well as men, involved in the occupation of Japan, more in—depth studies are required
to unveil how people actually lived and made decisions without hastily echoing national or other group
slogans. Personal accounts should be used to provide some kind of understanding of the meanings a
person attaches to war experience and the way in which both the constraints and opportunities that

characterize an individual’s mobility are negotiated.
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The Ties between Japanese Americans and Japan:
MIS Nisei Who Were Stationed in Occupied Japan

Naoko Masuda (Japan Women’s University)

This article discusses the ties between Japanese Americans and Japan (and Japanese), focusing on
the Nisei who were stationed in Occupied Japan as members of the Military Intelligence Service (MIS).
The article addresses, based on the interview with them, the backgrounds of the Nisei MIS members,
their duties in Japan, their impressions of Japan and Japanese, and their contact with Japanese. The
interviews, done by lino (President, Tsuda College) and Masuda, indicate that those Nisei MIS regard
their experiences in Japan valuable, considering that the occupation gave them a chance to see their
ancestors’ country and to visit their relatives. They came to be interested in Japan and their interest
remained even after they were discharged. On the other hand, some were treated as Japanese because
of their appearance, while the others were treated as Americans because of their uniforms. Although
they admit there was some feeling of prejudice against them among Japanese, which was caused by
ignorance of Nisei, they now look back and consider their role as Nisei MIS in Japan to be helpful in

strengthening the ties between the U.S. and Japan.

Keywords: Japanese Americans, Nisei, Military Intelligence Service, Occupation, U.S.-Japan Relations
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Oral Histories of “Picture Brides”:
From the Issei Oral History Project, Japanese American
Archival Collection, at California State University, Sacramento

Ikumi T. Yanagisawa (Nagoya University of Foreign Studies)

This article is to introduce and outline the oral history collection of Japanese “picture brides,” from
the Issei Oral History Project (IOHP), Japanese American Archival Collection at California State
University, Sacramento. About one hundred years have passed since “picture brides” began to
emigrate to the USA from Japan, and most of them have passed away. There are few source materials
to study the life histories of the first generation of Japanese women emigrants (Issei) to the US,
because they had little time in their lives to write their diaries or memoirs. Therefore, their oral
histories from the IOHP can be a most valuable source material for the study of their life histories.
There are 162 oral histories in the IOHP collection. In this essay I will outline the contents of the 26

oral histories of the “picture brides.”

Keywords: “Picture Bride”, “Picture Marriage”, Issei Women, Oral History
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“Diario da Fazenda Monte d’Este” y el movimiento
constitucionalista de 1932

Toshio Yanagida (Keio University)

Entre una amplia variedad de documentos histéricos que actualmente se conservan en la hacienda
Tozan de Campinas, Sdo Paulo, indudablemente el “Diario da Fazenda” es uno de los de mayor valor
histérico. Desde los primeros anos de su fundaciéon, en la sede de la hacienda se completaba un
formulario denominado “Diario Geral”, en el que se resumian las informaciones diarias entregadas por
cada una de las secciones del campo, café, ganaderia, forestacién, etc. Con el transcurso del tiempo y
conforme al desarrollo de las actividades agricolas, resulté bastante dificil resumir todos los
movimientos del dia en solo una hoja, por lo que se adopté una nueva forma de registro llamado “Diario
da fazenda”, que consistia en seis o siete jornales independientes, o “Diario da secc¢do”,
correspondientes a cada sector productivo de la hacienda. Sin embargo, después de unos anos de
prueba, al advertir la conveniencia de apuntar todas las noticias de la hacienda en una sola hoja diaria,
se volvié a emplear el sistema de “diario geral”, esta vez con el titulo de “Diario da Fazenda”.

Ademas del “Diario da Fazenda”, cada fin de mes se preparaba un informe titulado “Nojo Geppo”, en
el que se comunicaban a la casa matriz en Tokio las actividades del mes transcurrido, con datos no
solamente del “Diario da Fazenda” sino también de otros registros que se elaboraban en la sede
paulista. Estas dos fuentes contienen datos de invaluable informacion para la investigacion historica de
la inmigracién japonesa en Sdo Paulo.

En este trabajo, presentamos una recopilacién de noticias referentes al movimiento
constitucionalista de Sdo Paulo en 1932, segtin aparecen en los registros del "Diario de Fazenda” y el
“Nojo Geppo”. Su anadlisis nos permitird profundizar nuestra comprensién sobre la postura de la
hacienda Tozan y de la colonia japonesa en el estado de Sdo Paulo al enfrentarse con dicho

acontecimiento de la historia politica y militar paulista.

Keywords: Sao Paulo, movimiento constitucionalista, Diario da Fazenda, Informe mensual
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