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Listen to the World : Nisei Founders of Radio Press

Teruko Kumei (Shirayuri College)

In 1939, the Foreign Ministry of Japan established Heishikan, a higher educational institute for Nisei,
in hopes that the Nisei students would foster better understanding between Japan and the United
States. During WWII, graduates and students of Heishikan monitored short wave radio broadcasting in
English in the Radio Room and translated and typed summaries of international news for the Foreign
Ministry. When the war ended, most of the Nisei personnel left the Radio Room, induced by better
wages and fringe benefits provided by the Occupation forces. To maintain a reliable source of world
news, the Foreign Ministry encouraged and supported Heishikan graduates to form a “Nisei company”
to supply world news to the Japanese mass media as well as to the Foreign Ministry. Over the years,
some of the leading members returned to the United States for the sake of their families and a better
life while others remained in Japan for the same reasons and still others chose to stay in Japan, as
they were proud of their accomplishments. Wherever they live, Heishikan graduates keep close ties
with each other. Stories of Heishikan and the Radio Press founders illustrate that even “immigrants”
who are supposed to root down permanently in their adopted country may change their dwellings in

search of a better life.

Keywords; Nisei; Japan-U.S. Relations, Radio Room, Radio Press,1940s
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Japanese American Involvement in the Relationship between the
U.S. and Japan during the Resettlement Period : The National
Amateur Athletic Union Swimming Championship in 1949 as a

Symbol of the U.S.-Japan Friendship

Naoko Masuda ( Japan Women’s University )

This article discusses how Japanese Americans were involved with the relationship between the U.S.
and Japan in the postwar period. The article focuses on the National Amateur Athletic Union
Swimming Championship held in Los Angeles in 1949. Six Japanese swimmers were invited to this
meet. The aim of inviting Japanese swimmers to the competition was to promote and emphasize
symbolic friendship between the U.S. and Japan. The Cold War made Japan important to the U.S. and
Washington policymakers tried to create the imagined bond between the two nations. The
participation of Japanese athletes excited Japanese American community in Los Angeles. In those
days Japanese Americans who returned from the internment camps to the West Coast struggled to
rebuild their lives and their community which had been destroyed during their absence. Their
financial help and warm welcome to the Japanese swimming team made them aware that they could

afford to contribute to the U.S.—Japan friendship.

Keywords: Resettlement, U.S.—Japan Relationship, Cold War, Japanese American Community, The

National Amateur Athletic Union Swimming Championship
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Research Report on the Collection of Immigration Data about
Fukuoka, Saga, Nagasaki, Kumamoto Prefectures in Kyushu

Tomonori Ishikawa (University of the Ryukyus)

Collection of immigration data and statistical data inventory about Fukuoka, Saga, Nagasaki, and
Kumamoto prefectures in Kyushu has been reported. In case of immigration data in volume 10 items
for Fukuoka, 6 items for Saga, 7 items for Nagasaki, 22 items of books and articles, etc. for Kumamoto
have been presented. Within the prefectural level, Kumamoto prefecture has the largest local
collection of immigration data compared with Fukuoka, Saga, Nagasaki prefectures.

Typical emigration areas in Japan are Setouchi area and Okinawa. It is my personal perspective that
Japanese immigration studies in modern historical view point, theoretical research has not thoroughly
been made to prove the nature of emigration/ immigration in Japan.

However, some fundamental studies have extensively been carried out in some areas, such as in
Setouchi area and in Okinawa. On the other hand, the fundamental studies in 7 prefectures in Kyusyu
region have not been actively carried out.

In the year 2010, the Japanese Association for Migration Studies, the sole organization for
immigration studies in Japan, will meet its 20th anniversary. In this occasion, it is my hope that
immigration studies in Japan including Kyusyu region shall make a great stride to bring together the

results of Japan's immigration studies.

Keywords: Kyusyu, Fukuoka prefecture, Saga prefecture, Nagasaki prefecture, Kumamoto prefecture,

immigration data
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Emigration Studies and Historical Documents in Kagoshima
Prefecture

Kunihiro Haraguchi (Diplomatic Record Office, MOFA)

Kagoshima prefecture, located in the most southern part of Kyushu, has been known as one of the
Imin-ken, predominant area in Japan that sent a large number of emigrants through prewar and
postwar periods.

This paper attempts to present an overview of the progress of emigration studies and the situation of
preservation of historical documents in Kagoshima prefecture, and is also a case study of Kagoshima
prefecture on the migration studies and historical documents, based on the “Archives Projects”
proposed by the committee of the Japanese Overseas Migration Museum, JICA Yokohama.

This paper is comprised with four parts as follows :

1. National positioning of Kagoshima prefecture in the area of emigration,

2. Concern for the overseas migration through the description of local history,

3. Situation of the preserved historical documents on emigration in Kagoshima prefecture,

4. Academic research on the emigration of Kagoshima prefecture.

Keywords: Kagoshima prefecture, emigration, historical documents, local history
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Recovery Aid for Hiroshima after World War II :
The Activities of Nanka Hiroshima Kenjin- kai

Hisami Hasegawa (Tokai University)

During World War II an atomic bomb was dropped on Hiroshima, one of the leading Japanese
prefectures of emigration which had sent out large numbers of people to live and work in Hawaii and
the Americas since the Meiji era. Although World War II forced Nikkei living in West Coast towns to
experience hard times, they still were faced with the task of returning home and settling down again
after the war. In spite of their own struggle, the Nikkei with connections to Hiroshima sympathized
with the people’s plight in their hometowns and initiated support activities to cooperate in the
rebuilding of Hiroshima in the postwar period. This article looks at the Hiroshima Kenjin-kai in
southern California and its contributing role in the erection of the Hiroshima Children's Library. In
addition, the article will touch on relief activities for Hiroshima initiated by Nikkei living in Hawaii and
South America. Lastly, the article will refer to relief efforts by the LARA and personal donations from

the general American populace to aid A—bomb survivors in Hiroshima.

Keywords: Nikkei, Hiroshima, Recovery Aid after World War II, Hawaii, Nanka Hiroshima Kenjin-kai,
Hawaii, LARA
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