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History and Citizenship For Rwandan Schools East African Educational Publishers Ltd
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Christian Religion and Ethics For Rwandan Schools LONGHORN PUBLISHERS LIMITED
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Rwanda Education Board
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When the situation goes beyond words and When we take part in the violence ourselves

emotions, to actual violence

“People look for reasons - our own violence needs an explanation.

Often if we can't find satisfactory reasons, we will invent some. The most acceptable

“What happens when a dash of violence is added to an already potent mix of fear,
reasons - to us - are the ones which blame others and let ourselves off the hook.

anger and suspicion?
The things we have done would be less horrifying to us if our prejudices were in fact

Everything becomes more complicated. Every emotion is multiplied.
true, so we choose to believe them.

Fear increases: victims are afraid of further attacks while the perpetrators are often

afraid of revenge.”’ Our own violence confirms our prejudice.’

When leaders are constantly telling us that
one particular group is the reason for our
problems

When there is a complicated history of hatred
that goes back for generations

“You will never see the source of a genocide. It is buried too deep in grudges, under an
accumulation of misunderstandings that we were the last to inherit. We were taught to

“In power, Habyarimana was relentless in the task of discrimination and scapegoating. taae . °
obey absolutely, raised in hatred, stuffed with slogans...

The peasants were encouraged to blame the Tutsis for their problems.”

L kB RS

When we lock-in our feelings and they
become permanent ‘positions’

“Over time, both killers and victims write their own mental stories of what happened,
and why it happened.

Violence locks in the prejudice.'We don't like each other’ becomes’ we hate each other -
we're enemies.”

When different groups are not treated
equally

“The introduction in 1933 of a mandatory identity card system deepened social
divisions.

Every Rwandan citizen was obliged to carry the card. which stated his name and
ethnic identity, i.e. Tutsi, Hutu or Twa."

When adults are passing on hatred to
children
“The most dangerous way of dividing a society is to train the children at an early

age to hate. A Tutsi child was being trained to hate a Hutu child, and a Hutu child
was being trained to hate a Tutsi child”

When leaders are telling us there is no room
for one group, and that they are keeping us
poor

“The populist Hutu administration depicted all Tutsis as scheming, treacherous
speculators and parasites in an overpopulated country.”

When leaders create fear of others to get
themselves off the hook

“The extremists told them repeatedly that the Tutsis were coming to seize their land.
In reality the thieving of resources was being done by Habyarimana and his cronies.”

When intelligent and popular people keep
giving a minority group a very hard time

“In the years before the genocide, there was a stream of hostile anti-Tutsi propaganda
from politicians, university professors and media personalities.”




RTEM2
Reflection sheet 1
[in class]
1. How was the presentations?
Write about the most impressive moment, phrase, group, etc.
[assignment]
A. About your group
1. How was the discussion?
2. How did you contribute to the discussion?
3. Who else in your group contributed to the discussion? How?

4. What did you learn from your guest teacher?

B. About other groups
1. Which group did you like the best? Why?

2. What have you learned from other group’s presentations?
Reflection sheet 2
[in class]
1. How was the presentations?
Write about the most impressive moment, phrase, group, etc.
[assignment]
A. About your group
1. How was the discussion?
2. How did you contribute to the discussion?
3. Who else in your group contributed to the discussion? How?

4. What did you learn from your students?

B. About other groups
1. Which group did you like the best? Why?

2. What have you learned from other group’s presentations?



