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Dr. Lazarus McCarthy Chakwera
President of the Republic of Malawi

The formation of the Japan Overseas Cooperation Volunteers (JOCV) in 1965 by the Government of
Japan was a bold statement to the global community that cooperation and partnership were prerequisites
for achieving sustainable development and maintenance of international peace and security.

I would, therefore, like to extend my heartfelt congratulations to the Government of Japan on the 50th
Anniversary for the establishment of the Japan Overseas Cooperation Volunteers (JOCV) in Malawi in
1971. It is undeniable that this program has not only made significant milestones and deliverables in
many countries across the world, including Malawi, but also left a legacy of Japan in the communities.

On the part of Malawi, my country has derived meaningful benefits from this program through
various sectors ranging from agriculture; health; education; infrastructural development; energy; trade
construction; community development; environment and climate change management; broadcasting;
culture; water supply and sanitation; to Information, Communication and Technology (ICT); in line
with our national development program titled the Malawi Growth Development Strategy (MGDS).

It is on this basis that my Government looks forward to the sustenance and longevity of this program
as a vehicle for sharing best practices, technical assistance, skills and capacity building in pursuit of
the socio-economic transformative agenda.

Let me seize this opportunity to pay tribute and homage to the Japan Overseas Cooperation
Volunteers (JOCV) who lost their lives while serving in Malawi. We will forever cherish and
remember their works and sacrifices for the cause of these two great nations.

I am also very proud to note that Malawi remains the largest recipient of JOCVs in the world
numbering 1,897 so far. As Malawi, commonly known as, the Warm of Heart of Africa, we will
continue receiving JOCVs with open arms and provide them with conducive environment to
undertake their assigned roles and responsibilities seamlessly and safely. I am hoping that my
country shall continue to be at the pinnacle of JOCV for the mutual benefits of our two countries.

In this regard, this partnership will be at the centre of the developmental agenda of the Government
of Malawi as we embark on the implementation of the Malawi2063 Vision launched in January,
2021, and its upcoming short-term and medium-term programs.

My government also attaches greater importance to the Tokyo International Conference on African
Development (TICAD) established in 1993. The TICAD platform is potentially used as a
multilateral forum to highlight Africa’s needs and promote mobilization of financial resources and
technical assistance for the development of the continent, including Malawi.

In summing up, I wish to reaffirm my Government’s firm commitment to JOCV program as a

framework of enhancing and buttressing collaboration and cooperation with the Government of
Japan for the betterment of our peoples at the grassroots level.
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Management and Development, Office
of the President and Cabinet (OPC)

Ol

Principal Secretary for Department of Human Resources

Blessings Chilabade

Speech Delivered by the Secretary

for Human Resource Management and Development
At the Japan Overseas Cooperation Volunteers (JOCYV)
50th Anniversary Celebrations on 19th November, 2021

Your Excellency, Mr. Satoshi Iwakiri, Ambassador of Japan
to Malawi and Madam Etsuko Iwakiri

Mr. Kazuhiro Tambara, Chief Resident Representative,
JICA Malawi

Your Excellencies

Senior Government Officials

Ladies and Gentlemen

On behalf of the Secretary to the President and Cabinet, Mr.
Zanga — Zanga Chikhosi, I am delighted to be with you this
evening to celebrate the Japan Overseas Cooperation Volun-
teers (JOCV) 50th Anniversary.

Your Excellency, Ladies and Gentlemen, the Government of
Malawi acknowledges the dedication and hard work of
Japanese volunteers to this country and does not take their
work for granted. These volunteers leave their comfortable
homes in Japan to work in very remote areas of Malawi.
This is indeed a noble task and a great honor to us.

Your Excellency, Ladies and Gentlemen, the work of
JOCV’s can never go unnoticed. Their work is not only
appreciated by the Government of Malawi, but also by the
communities they serve and individuals they work with.
Our communities and schools are great examples of how
innovative and creative the Japanese volunteers can be
resulting in more learners being attracted to school since the
volunteers make the learning process fun and enjoyable.

Your Excellency, Ladies and Gentlemen, apart from their
exceptional skills and abilities, JOCV’s in Malawi are also
well-known for their eagerness to integrate with the local
communities and learning our local languages so quickly.
Some are even given local names in the course of their work.
Examples of such names include “Nya Jere” or “Abiti

Jailosi”. This shows how sociable and dedicated JOCV’s are.

Your Excellency, Ladies and Gentlemen, JOCV’s are
usually in the country for a maximum of two years. It is
however interesting to note that some volunteers who left
the country still follow up on the various projects and

programs that they initiated. Others even sacrifice their
personal resources just to ensure that the programs they
were implementing are being sustained. This is an indica-
tion that JOCV’s do not only serve but create long lasting
bonds and relationships with the people they work with.
Like one French Journalist and poet one said “.... no friend-
ship can cross the path of our destiny without leaving some
mark on it forever”

Your Excellency, Distinguished Guests, Ladies and Gentle-
men, it is a great privilege to be part of this significant
milestone of service to Malawi. It is evident that JOCV’s 50
years of service have not been in vain as it has greatly
impacted our communities and the Nation at large. The
JOCV’s are indeed our partners in development.

Finally, Your Excellency, Ladies and Gentlemen, let me
assure you that the Government of Malawi will continue to
provide the necessary support to the Japanese volunteers
and we are looking forward to a continued good working
relationship. Also we are grateful for the training
programmes that the Japanese Government offers to
Malawians in various areas. The Malawi Government looks
forward to continued cooperations.

With these few remarks, Your Excellency, Ladies and
Gentlemen, let me wish you all wonderful celebrations.

Thank you.
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Commissioner, Malawi Electroral Commission
(Former Minister of Foreign Affairs and International Cooperation)

Francis Kasaila

I had an opportunity to be taught by two JICA volunteer
teachers in 1984 and in 1985 when I was studying at Nsanje
Secondary School. I joined Form 1 at the secondary school
in 1984 and that time, there were two JICA volunteer
teachers who were teaching Mathematics and Physical
Science.

I have good memories having been taught by these two
Japanese teachers who came to Malawi from very far away
in Japan and English was not their mother language but they
were so determined to share their mathematics and science
knowledge to us. These teachers developed ways and means
of passing their knowledge in English, which was a foreign
language to them. This gave me an impression that these
people had interest and passion to share knowledge to
others.

The two JICA volunteer teachers who taught me in second-
ary school greatly impacted my life. Coming from a rural
background, growing up in Tengani, Nsanje and attending a
day secondary school in the same area, mathematics and
science were not the subjects that one would opt for since
these were regarded to be very difficult subjects. Therefore,
somebody had to develop my interest in those subjects. |
developed that interest from the two Japanese volunteer
teachers who taught the subject in an interesting manner
that made the subjects to appear easier. The interest that I
developed had an impact in the results of my Malawi
Schools Certificate of Education (MSCE) in which I passed
well in these subjects and later on studied engineering at the
university. It is mandatory to pass well in Mathematics and
Science in order to study engineering. It was not easy to
study in a day secondary school and taking a challenge to
study engineering. All this happened because I was
determined to pass well in these subjects resulting from the
interest I developed from these two JICA volunteer
teachers.

Left: Mr. Nishioka,
former Ambassador
of Japan to Malawi

My hope is that the Japan Overseas Cooperation Volunteers
(JOCV) program will continue to grow in Malawi and more
volunteers will be sent to the country, particularly targeting
rural communities that have limited services that are
provided by the Government of Malawi. During my days at
the secondary school, Malawi had a few qualified teachers
and JICA volunteers came to bridge the gap. It is my hope
that going forward, the JOCV program will continue target-
ing services in the rural communities. Now that we have a
good number of educated young Malawians who have
attained Malawi Schools Certificate of Education (MSCE)
and at the same time, Japan, being a country with a lot of
technical skills, my wish is that this program will bring in
qualified and skilled technicians who will assist in teaching
high skilled expertise that include welding, metal fabrica-
tion, building and carpentry of higher quality. These are the
skills that Malawi requires to allow the educated youth to
stand on their own, for them to create opportunities for other
youth and deal with high unemployment rate in the country.
As JICA Malawi is celebrating 50 years of the JOCV
program, it is high time that we thank all those that came to
Malawi to volunteer their time and skills for the betterment
of Malawians and its economy. For those that are planning
to come to Malawi, welcome to the “Warm heart of Africa”.
Please come and enjoy your stay and interaction with
Malawians. Finally, I would like to congratulate JICA
Malawi Office for the work they have been doing in the
country for the past 50 years. I wish them well and hope that
they will do more towards the betterment of the country.

Mr. Kasaila who was the Minister of Foreign Affairs and
International Cooperation met his two former JOCV

teachers in Japan for the first time after almost 40 years in
2019.

B~ 7 v A IREs 0 &RE | 071



STORY

Program Manager IMCI Unit, Ministry of Health
O 3 Humphreys Nsona

“Simply put, the volunteer support program has been very
useful due to among other factors the following reasons,
which I have observed while working with some of the in
the health sector; On productivity; they demonstrated
superior technical ability and produced exceptional quality
work. They took time to fully understand the scope of their
assignment and displayed a keen attention to detail which
was accompanied with effective time management.

On communication, the volunteers displayed improved
communication skills over the period of working with local
members of staff and community, It was interesting to see
exchange of knowledge using local language of Tumbuka
and Chichewa.

On engagement: Having worked together in aspects of
Health I have been impressed on how the volunteer program
and especially those I closely worked with their level of
demonstrated experience and displays of high level of
institutional knowledge.

About the quality of work, the volunteers committed to
producing work that met Ministry of Health expectations

and high standards. They always aimed at improving the
quality of deliverables and often reaching out to staff
members in the facilities and community members for
advice and guidance. They frequently went above and
beyond in their efforts to ensure consistency and generate
appropriate outcomes according to Ministry of Health
expectations. They also actively sought feedback and used it
to enhance performance in their assignments.

There was very minimal requirement of supervision
because the volunteers built and maintained their duties
in-addition to a show of a good working relationship with
members of health facility and community.

This has been a success, I look forward to continuous
performance support and collaboration and cooperation
from the Volunteer program”
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National Coordinator, OVOP

Jacinta Chipendo

The year 2021 has been so memorable to the Malawi
Government, the Japanese Government, especially JICA
and more so to the Value Addition section of the Ministry of
Industry which was then called the One Village One
Product (OVOP) Programme Secretariat. The OVOP
Programme took off in 2003 in Malawi and made strides in
all corners of the country economically empowering the
rural communities through Value adding technologies that
the Government of Malawi in collaboration with JICA
provided.

The programme’s impact and huge strides cannot be
celebrated without mentioning the many selfless Japanese
Overseas Cooperation Volunteers (JOCVs) who helped to
pass-on the much needed expertise and skills to local
Malawians in order for the OVOP movement to take shape.

Since the Programme’s inception in 2003 and the subse-
quent rolling out of the JICA-OVOP Projects, the OVOP
secretariat has seen a number of JOCVs working under it.
Some of the notable faces that have graced the Secretariat
are; Namiko Shiroma (Design), Takumi Higashi (Design),
Masahiro Hayama (Design), Kiyomi Ito (Design), Sho
Iwashita (design), Wakako Sato (Marketing), Rie Nagashi-
ma (Marketing), Terasaki Kazuo (QC), and Miki Kasano
(Food Processing).

Although it is practially impossible to quantify the numer-
ous works and expertise that the aforesaid JOVCs renderd to
the OVOP Programme, the JOCVs that worked in the
Marketing Section and specifically those in Designing, still
have a soft spot in the hearts of most OVOP Cooperative
members. They have always been regarded as simply
amazing and so professional in their work. The uniqueness
in the designing section was easy to notice as this was then
still a relatively new industry in Malawi and more so for
local entrepreneurs. It was traditional for most Cooperative
members and groups to pack their final products without
proper labels and poor packaging containers. However, with
the coming in and engagement of the JOCVs, there was a
complete mindset change and Cooperatives now embraced
packaging as a major component in their Marketing Strate-
gies. The JOCV Designers’ precision in cutting labels and
fitting them on packaging containers is one major skill that
has been imparted to local entrepreneurs especially Cooper-
ative members who were closely working with them.

Previously, most Cooperatives did not pay attention to detail
on how labels were fit on the packaging containers render-
ing them an eye sore to consumers and consequently losing
out on sales. However, with the precision that was being
underscored by the JOCVs, product presentation was
greatly enhanced and subsequent sales peaked.

The skills and knowledge sharing was not in any way a
one-way thing as the JOCVs also learnt a thing or two from
their Malawian counterparts with whom the closely worked
with. Most of the volunteers who worked under the OVOP
Programme had to adapt to the work conditions in Malawi
which are relatively not as good compared to Japan. Malawi
is a country not so blessed with unlimited financial resourc-
es. It then follows that working with limited financial
resources is one of the many challenges the JOCVs had to
overcome while working in Malawi. It is our sincere hope
that those that did their JOCV work in Malawi should be
able to work in almost any difficult working environment.
Secondly, most JOCVs mastered the local languanges of
Chichewa and Tumbuka which enabled them to blend in
well with Cooperative members. It is again our hope that
they will be the country’s Ambassadors as they continue
speaking our dear languages so that our country is
recognised globally.

It is the Malawi Government’s expectation that the JOCV
programme will continue as it has greatly benefited many
Malawians in numerous ways. May God Bless Japan, May
God Bless Malawi!

LONG LIVE JOCV

Some of the JOCV that have helped mould OVOP Cooperatives.
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President, KENDO Association of Malawi

Austin Somba
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I would like to congratulate JICA for the 50th anniversary
of the JOCV program in Malawi. As a Malawian, I am so
happy to be associated with the activities that the Japanese
Government has been implementing in Malawi through
JICA. I have fond memories and experience living with the
Japanese community in Malawi, particularly those who
serve in the country as volunteers. I am also very happy that
during the volunteer’s stay in Malawi, [ have been able to
learn new things that they have introduced to the country.
These include cultural exchange programs and in particular,
the Japanese traditional martial arts called Kendo which
originated by the Samurai warriors. In Malawi, Kendo was
introduced almost 30 years ago. As a country, this is a good
development and a positive contribution as we share one
world since people are able to exchange different cultures
and in that way Malawians assimilate and appreciate
Japanese sports.

Through JICA, we have been able to receive technical
support resulting from the fruits of the good relationship
between Japan and Malawi. In particular, Malawian Kendo
players have participated in international competitions and
events such as trade fairs. We have been able to demonstrate
Kendo at an international trade bazar in Lilongwe and at
cultural ceremonies around Blantyre and a lot of Malawians
have appreciated to see what actually happens in Japan.
This has been made possible because of the good relation-
ship between the Malawian boys and girls who play Kendo
and the Japanese volunteers who served in Malawi for a few
years but left a mark amongst the Malawians.

Kendo is not just a sport as we consider it in Malawi but it is

something that encourages the spirit of discipline. Malawi-

an Kendo players are well disciplined, which is a positive
contribution to Malawian societies. I am happy to notice
that the Japanese brought a new culture to Malawi. As a new
sport, Kendo is becoming popular in Africa. Malawi is one
of a few countries that are practicing Kendo in Africa and is
one of the best performers of Kendo in the continent. Every
year, Malawi participates in international Kendo tourna-
ments. On the international scene, Malawi has been able to
participate in some international Kendo seminars that were
held in Japan. This has been made possible through the
support of the Japanese friends, Embassy of Japan in
Malawi and JICA.

As JICA is commemorating the 50th anniversary of the
JOCV program, I am happy to recognise their support for
the development of Kendo in Malawi and linking Malawi-
ans and the Japanese. As a sporting activity that is just
developing, we are easily able to get support from the people
of Japan and all the time, Japan has been there to support us.
As a leader of Kendo Association of Malawi, I am happy
that most Japanese that left to Japan have been able to get in
touch with Malawians through social media and they have
been able to sustain their friendships. As we celebrate the
50th anniversary of the JOCV program in Malawi, [ wish
JICA the very best in their operations as they continue
supporting the needy countries around the world.
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Mzimba South District Education Office

Mighty Kayoyo

T am writing this article every happy and delighted to be one
identified by JICA Malawi to have worked with JICA
Volunteers for a long time. I am writing this as an attribute
of services of JICA volunteers in Malawi.

First of all let me register my first experience with JICA
which is dated way back in 1983/84 at Mzimba Secondary
School with my JICA Mathematics teacher by the name
Goro Tanaka. Goro Tanaka taught me Mathematics and my
fellow classmates at that time to the stage were are now. By
the way, [ am a teacher trainer now a career which I emulat-
ed from him. Goro Tanaka came to Mzimba Secondary
schools with his fellow volunteer by the name Michiwo
Kudo. Kudo was a Physical Science teacher. Goro Tanaka
was a good and experienced Mathematics teacher from 1983
to 1984.1 still pay him an attribute because he produce a
teacher trainer like me. Praise is to him.

The second experience with a JICA Volunteer was the one I
worked with as a fellow teacher at Emfeni CDSS by the
name Murase. This one came to the school while I was a
Headteacher from Euthini Secondary School where he first
worked for one year. He was another a good Mathematics
teacher. He was teaching form one and three in

2005/2006.He is remembered for organizing a gathering of
all JICA Volunteers in Malawi who converged at Emfeni for
sporting activities in 2006.

Another experience with a JICA Volunteer was with Mrs
Nelvin a wife of British Ambassador who was working with
Japan International Cooperation Agency in 2016 to 2019.
She introduced the feeding programme to learners at
Kazomba F.P School. In this programme learners of the
school were fed with brown rice from Japan. I was working
with her as a coordinator of the programme for the district.
In carrying all the above activities she could bring in JICA
volunteers who were working in nutrition activities.

Two years down the line I have been working with some
JICA volunteers at Kaphuta F.P. School in our district. One
of such teachers is on the photo.This one is still teaching at
Kaphuta F.P. School up to now

All in all I could proudly say these JICA volunteers have
done tremendous work in Malawi and other African
countries in Education sector especially in the teaching of
Science subjects in Malawi. I and her at Education Office
Mzimba South.

MINISTRY OF EDUGATION SCIENCE & TECHNOLDGY
DISTRICT EDUCATION EFFHE

MIMBA ST
LI T T
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Rose Mithi Majonanga

Monkey Bay Teachers Development Centre is one of the
recipient organizations of the Japan Overseas Cooperation
Volunteers program in the field of Primary Education and
Youth Activities Planning and Management. Since the first
volunteer, Yui Sato, was dispatched, the institution staff,
zonal teachers, learners, and the surrounding community
members have been benefiting a lot.

Before the extension of the program to Monkey Bay, some
teachers were having problems in imparting knowledge to
learners during Expressive Arts lessons. Some topics in
Expressive Arts were being skipped due to limited skills. As
such performance of learners in Expressive Arts during
national exams was not impressive. Some youth activities
after classes were poorly planned and implemented as such
children’s interest in out- school- activities was declining.
When JICA started dispatching volunteers through the
JOCV program, things have improved as far as planning and
managing youth activities is concerned. Teachers are
assisted and can teach topics that were previously being
skipped such as Music, Sewing, Knitting, and Drawing. The
learners performance in national exams has improved from
48% in 2014 to 79% in 2020. This is achieved through team

teaching where volunteers teach together with class teachers.

Yui Sato was the first JOCV at Monkey Bay TDC
(2015-2017) and she conducted several activities in almost
all the schools across the zone including equipping staff at
the TDC with office management skills. In the following
pictures, Yui Sato is carrying out different assignments with
teachers and learners.

Yui Sato, posing with learners at Marine Demonstration school after an
Expressive Arts lesson
One of the most important things which JOCVs encourage is that early
childhood skills development is vital for individuals to live a successful life.
Using the local environment skillfully makes the community develop and
members benefit a lot.

Yui Sato, explaining to teachers their roles during Undokai
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n Ayaka Hashimoto succeeded Yui Sato in 2018 and she also conducted a series of activities aiming at
equipping teachers and learners with various skills and producing various items that may be important
in daily life using the resources that are readily available in their communities. One of the items that
she, together with learners at Zambo Primary School produced, are mosaic boards as shown below.
The JOCV (Ayaka Hashimoto) posing with TDC staff in the TDC hall behind mosaic boards

Takane Terakado is new volunteer at Monkey Bay TDC and she arrived in August 2021. Takane has
also embarked on the projects which were initiated by Ayaka.

The very same trash we see in our environment every day can be used to make different useful items
that can transform our lives. Door mats is just one of those items that can be made from old plastic
bags as shown in the picture.

A teacher from Zambo School, Monkey Bay zone demonstrating how to sew during Wakuwaku
festival at Dedza TDC
Unfortunately, due to Corona Virus Disease, Ayaka left for Japan before the end of her stated time and
some of her projects were not completed.
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STORY Beneficiary - Mkwichi Secondary School

Computer teacher
O 8 Dasiano Mapanje

Japan and Malawi —
maintaining a good relationship through JOCYV program.

We would like to congratulate the Japan Overseas Corpora-
tion Volunteers (JOCV) Program in Malawi on its 50th
anniversary. Our school has benefitted a lot on this program.

To begin with some of the buildings at Mkwichi Secondary
School were built with Official Development Assistance
from Japan, which include administration block (head
teacher’s office, Deputy Head teacher’s office, Bursar’s
office, Reception, Library, stores) classroom blocks (forms
2,3 and 4) and assembly hall etc. Thanks to this, the school
is now able to accept a large number of students and conduct
anumber of assemblies, meetings and school based Insets in
the hall.

A part from that, our school welcomed its first Japanese
volunteer in 2016 by the name Yui Araki. The picture below
show Yui Araki working together with Kusinyala during a
physics class.

Then after Yui, Kodai Ishikawa came but left before finish-
ing his two years due to Covid-19 pandemic, and then we
now have Mari Takeuchi, who is now a third volunteer to
come to our school.

Mari teaches computer studies and we are expecting to be
with her for two years. The picture below shows Mari and
Mapanje working together in helping students in a computer
laboratory..

All volunteers have been working with the Science depart-
ment teachers.

They are hardworking, cooperative and exemplary in
helping students and even work with fellow teachers as
shown in both pictures.

Our expectations is that Japan will continue sending volun-
teers to our school as they have been doing which in turn
will help to maintain a good relationship between Japan and
Malawi.

We wish them all the best.
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Accounting and Data Processing Consultants

Mwangi Mwamkenenge Msukwa

Vote of thanks for 50 years of service
by the JOCY program in Malawi

I wish to profoundly thank the Japanese Government
through the Japan Overseas Cooperation Volunteers
(JOCV) Program as we celebrate 50 years anniversary of a
very successful progress in Malawi. This celebration could
not come at a better time than this one. I have always been
looking for a way how I can show my gratitude to the JOCV
but didn’t know. The public display today at the Lilongwe
Game Shopping Complex did it!

I am one of the beneficiaries of the JOCV Program as a
student. When I was selected to Chitipa Secondary School
in 1981, we had 2 Japanese male teachers. These were Y.
OTAKE and TSUYOSHI ODASHIMA. Y. Otake was from
Yamagata. They came in the same year when I started form
1 up to 1983, the year I sat for Junior Certificate of Educa-
tion examinations. Both were Mathematics and Science
teachers. They taught in all the classes, forms 1 to 4. We also
had 2 British and 1 Scottish under the VSO umbrella who
were equally good. This rekindles my fond memories with
the Japanese, 40 years ago!

What struck me most about those 2 teachers was their
humbleness and dedication to work. Honestly, it is a big
sacrifice to work in the deep remote areas when you are
from a city. Chitipa is the last district, far north of Malawi.
During that time, traveling to Chitipa was a big problem due
to lack of public transport, compounded by the hilly,
winding and dusty roads. Your children went all the way.
They lived a poor man’s life, ate with us, slept with us and
played with us! It is now that I am a grown up person when
I realize that those teachers had a calling to serve the poor
communities. I do not take it for granted.

It is because of Y. Otake and Tsuyoshi Odashima that I
mastered Mathematics and Physical Science. No wonder
along my career path [ became a very good Accountant and
Business Computing Professional. Currently I am self-em-
ployed as an Accounting and Business Consultant after
working in the Public Service, Non-Governmental Organi-

zations, Certified Public Accountants, Consultancy Compa-
nies and Colleges in various capacities relating to Comput-
ing, Administration and Finance Management.

In the same vein, I wish to thank all Japanese Volunteers in
their different programs. JICA — JOCV impact in Malawi is
highly felt and no one can pretend to be ignorant about it. If
there’s a way I can contribute for the betterment of Japan
activities in Malawi, I offer myself for the cause. I have
travelled all over Malawi and can speak all languages of
Malawi except Lhomwe. Besides Accounting and Comput-
ing qualifications, I have the Training of Trainers Certifi-
cate (TOT) which enables me to train others General
Accounting, Computerized Accounting and Corporate
Management/Governance.

Through this article, please consider me to be part of the
main event day during the 50th Anniversary Celebrations. I
plan to visit JICA Malawi Office to learn more on your
programs. If you want to experience true love and compas-
sion, work with the Japanese.

Thank you very much for your attention. May God bless you
and your country Japan.
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Working with Japan Overseas Cooperation Volunteers

(JOCYV) program

Introduction

The author of this article worked in Mzimba South, one of
the 6 districts in the northern region of Malawi between
November 2014 and December 2015. He is currently
working in Kasungu a district in the central region of
Malawi. Kasungu and Mzimba districts share boundaries.
During this time, the JOCV Program had deployed a
number of volunteers in Mzimba District both at the district
hospital and in some peripheral health facilities, like
Luwerezi, Edingeni, Manyamula and Jenda.

In the process of their work, the volunteers identified health
information documentation as one of the big problems
among health workers safe keeping of health data at home.
The volunteers then teamed up and engaged this author to
come up with a project aimed at improving documentation
and proper keeping of maternal and child health data. The

team came up with an improved growth monitoring chart to
replace the one in use currently. The improved chart was
piloted in Mzimba South and results of the pilot finally
presented to the Ministry of Health through the Ministry’s
technical working group.

Experience with the Volunteers

The most memorable experience with the volunteers was the
attendance of 2 international conferences on maternal and
child health handbook. The conferences were held in
Yaound¢, Cameroon (September 2015) and Tokyo, Japan
(November 2016). The aim of these conferences was to
share experience on how countries were progressing on the
introduction, use and management of the MCH Handbook.
Successes, challenges as well as plans for scaling up were
also shared and discussed. This author made a poster
presentation during both conferences.

— g, S

From left to right; Kiyohito Kimura (Mr Jere) JOCV, Moses Chavula
and Asami Satoh (Nyaphir) JOCV at the conference at Yaoundé
International Conference Centre in Yaoundé, Cameroon
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Changes Observed while Working with the Volunteers

Working with the community requires considerable
commitment from the community itself. To ensure commu-
nity commitment extension workers work with community
volunteers who are selected from the general community by
community leaders like traditional leaders. It is important to
keep these selected individuals active for a community
programme to yield positive results. These community
volunteers are used to be given monetary incentives to keep
them active. However, the JOCV Program discouraged the
monetary incentives. During community volunteers
meetings or orientations, they were provided with actual
food for lunch, rather than lunch allowances.

Lessons Learnt from Working with JOC Volunteers

The major lesson the author of this article learnt while
working with the Japanese volunteers was the way they
build rapport between themselves and the community they
are working in. the volunteers both male and female related
very well with community members to the extent of acquir-
ing local names by which they were called by the communi-
ty. There were names like Nyagonwe, Nyaphiri, Nyamithi
(for females) and Jere (for males). The community members
became so excited and free to call a foreigner by the local
name. Some volunteers could modify their actual name to
sound local like Nyakasai.

From left to right; Kaori lkebe (Nyagondwe)
JOCV, Humphreys Nsona National IMCI
Program Manager MOH, Moses Chavula and
lzumi Kasai (Nyakasai) JOCV at the
conference at United Nations University in
Tokyo, Japan

The volunteers also easily partook in preparation and eating
of local foods especially the common staple food for
Malawians, nsima. The volunteers also tried their best to
dress like the local community particularly the ladies who
donned a wrapper (chitenje) onto their dress or skirt just like
the local woman.

The Japanese volunteers too learnt something from the
author. The author is from one of the tribes of the northern
Malawi and was very instrumental in assisting the volun-
teers understand some of the cultural beliefs which would
affect the performance of their job. One of such is the way
you show respect to those in authority in the community.
Expectation on JOCV Program

The Japan Overseas Cooperation Volunteers (JOCV)
Program is supporting a lot of initiatives through the
expertise of the Japanese volunteers. It is expected that the
program should have a strategy of ensuring that whatever is
initiated by the volunteers is not only supported when the
volunteers are present in Malawi, but also followed up to its
expected conclusion. The case in point is the improved
growth monitoring chart in the child health passport. An
improved chart was introduced in Mzimba as a pilot with an
aim of possible extension of its use to the rest of the districts.
It has not yet been rolled out.
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Sangwani Khosa

Agricultural Infrastructure and Youth in Agribusiness

Strong Heart, Open Mind, Great Ambition: Masahisa Sugano
If you were asked, who is Masahisa Sugano what would you say?

Arriving in Malawi in 2010, he was posted straight to Dedza
District Irrigation Office under Lilongwe Irrigation
Services Division (LISD) in the Department of Irrigation
(Dol) - Masahisa Sugano! Dedza is one of the districts in the
Central Region of Malawi. He worked in the district for
three years.

Strong heart? When Masahisa started working in Dedza
District he, probably, had to adjust to the new environment
and culture. Masahisa happily shared office space of 4m by
4m with six irrigation officers and used a motorcycle to
travel long distances to the remote irrigation sites. He did
quite a lot in engineering surveys, construction supervision
and organising irrigation farmers. He was not afraid to eat
any local foods provided by the farmers and at local restau-
rants. He enjoyed the staple food nsima with dried small fish
(usipa), okra, dried vegetables (mfutso). After easting, he
could wash the food down his throat with the local maize
drink called thobwa. No wonder he earned the name —
Ambewe from the locals!. Masahisa also enjoyed watching
the traditional dance gule wa mkulu which he encountered
on the way to the field and in villages surrounding the
irrigation schemes.

An open mind? Yes! Dedza Irrigation Officers taught
Masahisa how to ride a motorcycle which was an effective
mode of transport at the time. The officers also shared their
skills in community mobilization and how to develop small
scale irrigation schemes. Likewise, Masahisa shared skills
in designing irrigation schemes; monitoring scheme opera-
tion and maintenance of schemes and flood control using
fascine mattresses. His personal attributes of time manage-
ment and hard work were induced in the workmates.

Great ambition? After working for some time in Dedza,
Masahisa noticed that the office had three major challenges
- limited survey equipment, unavailability of motor vehicle
and some technical capacity gaps in the irrigation officers.
With no survey equipment, the district had to borrow from
LISD and the equipment was also shared with two other
districts; Lilongwe and Ntcheu. This made planning
difficult and also resulted in a backlog of work. Due to lack

of a motor vehicle, it was challenging for the office to
conduct irrigation activities for instance; working in teams,
travelling during the rainy season and transportation of
construction materials. He, therefore, facilitated donations
from JICA through Miyagi Prefecturer Government to the
Malawi Government. The donations included several
survey equipment for the three districts irrigation offices;
Dedza, Lilongwe, Ntcheu and at the LISD office and a
donation of a motor vehicle to Dedza irrigation office. To
build the capacity of LISD staff, Masahisa facilitated the
construction of irrigation infrastructure irrigating 20
hectares of Nyangawira irrigation scheme, construction of
the fascine mattress in Golomoti and staff training
programs in Japan through JICA and Miyagi Prefecture. He
also facilitated provision of survey equipment to the
Lilongwe University of Agriculture and Natural Resources.
Masabhisa is all of the above. He is a strong heart, this helped
him to quickly adjust to the new environment. Working with
Masahisa was easy and pleasant because he is an open mind.
Masahisa delivered; his ambitions were great. Eversince he
left Malawi, he has been the strongest bridge of partnership
between the Department of Irrigation in Malawi, on one
hand; and, the Miyagi Prefectural Government and Miyagi
University, of the other hand. This is just a fraction of what

we could say if asked — Who is Masahisa Sugano?
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Vanessa Chidyaonga

S0th Anniversary of the Japan Overseas Cooperation Volunteers commemoration
— Memorable Moments with Saki San a Volunteer who worked with Lilongwe Water Board

What was your memorable experience with the volunteer?
To say that I have one memorable moment with Saki Yoshi-
naga will not be enough. I have a lot of amazing memories
with Saki, both socially and professionally. One of my
favorites was when she learnt the Chichewa word for Insect
(Tizilombo). She tried to use it even when she didn’t need to
and that very funny to watch.

I remember our excitement and relief when we successfully
organized the bamboo planting along Kamuzu Dam 1, with
the community, LWB young water professionals, students
from Bishop Mackenzie and Likuni Boys

What Changes did you observe as a result of working with
the volunteer?

I tend to use Japanese mannerism, for example bowing.
More open minded

More passion driven and commitment to work

What have you learned from the volunteer, what have you
taught to the volunteer?

I would like to believe that we both benefited from working
with each other. I recently was asked to make a ribbon for an
event the Minister was to attended. I made 2 of them and
thanks to Saki, she is the one that taught me how to make
one. We used to make a lot for the Madzi club. She believed
it was easy to compel children through our artistic side
Saki taught me to be dedicated and love what I do. She

always reminded me how the job we were doing was not to
benefit us, but the future generation and therefore had to do
it as if the whole of Lilongwe Water Board was relying on us
to save the future.

I primarily taught Saki the Malawian culture through experi-
ence. | felt it was important for her to experience it firsthand
therefore, I went with her to the local market for groceries,
Kaunjika for clothes, Malawian wedding and parties.
Comment and expectation on the JOCV program if any.
The JOCV program is a great initiative, as both the host and
the volunteer get to learn from each other. It expands both
individuals’ worldview and they become more open minded.
A follow up and a reunion for the host and the volunteer.

Saki San and Vanessa Public Relations Office
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JICA Volunteers Language Trainer

Austin Assan

I profoundly and sincerely congratulate JICA, as it
commemorates 50th Anniversary of its JOCV Program in
Malawi.

As a Language Trainer, I have closely worked with JICA
Malawi for many years. During this period, I have interact-
ed with many Volunteers, and senior staff, extensively. |
have also passionately shared cultural, educational, social
and developmental experiences with the volunteers.

Every time I conduct language trainings with volunteers, it
lives to be a memorable time in my life and an experience to
cherish. I work with them closely, we learn and laugh
together, and we move together.

It is pleasing to note that the volunteers and I, have both
learnt a lot from each other. One most memorable aspect |
have personally learnt, is the hardworking spirit of the
Japanese people. I will live to remember this. The volunteers
too, on the other hand, have come, and gone back to Japan
having experienced that Malawians are kind and cheerful.

e .il [
¥
=

I know JICA plays a key role in the development and
delivery of our Education systems in Malawi. As a teacher,
I look forward to seeing continued working relationship
between JICA and Malawi.
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Francesco Joseph (Joseph San)

My name is Joseph Francesco, commonly called “Joseph
san”, I work at the JOCV dormitory at Area 3 in Lilongwe
City as a House Keeper/Gardener, and I am also responsible
for spot-checking day and night security guards at the

dormitory. I joined JICA Malawi Office in December, 2003.

I have a lot of good memories from my interaction with
JICA Volunteers within the years I have been working at the
JOCV dormitory. Generally, I have noted that the volunteers
who have been coming to Malawi and who had been staying
at the dormitory are loving people and polite. When there is
an issue to discuss with them, they approach me in a polite
manner and since 2003, I have never had a hot argument
with them. During the course of my employment with JICA
Malawi Office, I have learnt much from these volunteers.
For example. volunteers who work as science teachers
taught me a lot through the experiments they conducted,
using locally available resources by teaching me that if I
mix this specific product with the other one, I would be able
to produce another specific product. Volunteers from the
health field have always been giving me advice on how I can
take good care of my health including good diet. Some
volunteers have been offering me family planning tips,
asking me not to have a lot of children so that I manage to
take good care of the ones that I had.

I also remember the panic volunteers had when there water
supply interruption and was an electricity outage at night
since they come from a developed country where they have
not had these experiences in their homes in Japan. I remem-
ber them panicking and calling me from my nearby house
for help and I could quickly get out and switch the backup
generator on. I also remember some of the volunteers who
would scream after seeing a small insect like a cockroach
inside the dormitory, asking for my help.

The job I enjoy doing when Iam working at the dormitory is
to assist the sick volunteers by preparing the bed at Red
Cross Room in the dormitory as I prepare for the sick volun-
teer to arrive from his or her work station, washing their
beddings and clothes as the volunteer is sick. The good
feeling comes about when the volunteer is later healed and I
could feel that I contributed towards taking care of the sick
volunteer until he or she gets well.

Some of the volunteers, particularly when they are returning
to Japan after their term in Malawi expires would give me
souvenirs that include clothes. That is why sometimes, you
see me wearing safety gear written Japanese companies at the
back. Some other souvenirs include Ochazuke and Onigiri.
Other good memories I have, having interacted with volun-
teers, is when the newly arrived volunteers start attending
chichewa lessons at JICA Malawi Office and in the evening

when they go back to the dormitory, they start talking to me
in chichewa as a way of practicing to speak the language. At
the same time, some volunteers would teach me Japanese
language, that is why I have managed to catch a lot of
Japanese phrases. Another good memory that comes to my
mind is when [ was taught how to eat using chopsticks even
though I could take a long time to finish my food while
eating with chopsticks. Sometimes, as volunteers were
about to be dispatched to their work stations, they could ask
me to teach them how to make fire using firewood and how
to cook nsima.

I must admit that my family, especially my children have a
good influence towards the Japanese people and are so fond
of them. I remember my eldest daughter when she was
young, she could cry after seeing a Japanese but now she is
used to seeing and interacting with them. The Japanese
volunteers sometimes interact with my wife and children,
cooking and eating Malawian and Japanese food together.
The challenges I have experienced during my experience at
the dormitory, interacting with volunteers is that sometimes
there could be delays in fixing faults at the dormitory for
example a faulty shower in the bathroom due to procedures
taken by JICA Malawi Office and the volunteers would give
me pressure to have the job done. Another challenge that [
used to experience in the early years of my employment is
difficulties to communicate with the volunteers. Most of the
volunteers in the early years of my employment were not to
conversant in spoken English since that generation had been
learning English at high school and they could not fluently
speak English. The volunteers that are currently being
dispatched to Malawi can now fluently speak English since
in Malawi, the language is now being taught from elementa-
ry school.

I would like to congratulate

JOCYV program for clocking

50 years of existence in

Malawi. I personally appre-

ciate the positive contribu-

tions the program has

brought towards different

sectors of Malawian societ-

ies that include health and

education. I expect JICA to

continue operations of the

JOCV program in Malawi

and provide assistance to

the citizens of the country

in different areas of

development.
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How do you rate JOCV in JICA
Malawi Office?

[ Mmanga-san | JOCV was a very
much recognized entity just
because it started operating in
Malawi before JICA. As such, it
was paramount.

| Kapalamula-san | The volun-
teers were the flag of Japan and
people knew Japan through
interaction with volunteers.

| Manda-san | Around 2000 to
2006 we used to have a lot of
volunteers ranging from 80s to
100s. Blantyre Sub Office was
offering much needed support just
because majority of volunteers

Mr. Nathan
MWAFULIRWA,

Senior Program Officer

4

(SPO)

were in the Southern region,
however, JOCV as a program has
been very significant in various
ways.

| Simon-san | I want to emphasize
the value that volunteers bring to
host institutions and communities
where they are based. They serve
as face of JICA through living with
people and interacting with them.
The local population know more
about Japan through such interac-
tions.

Community participation:

| Mmanga-san | Through the
community participation by volun-
teers, people have known volun-

Mr. Simon
SIMKOKO,

former Program Officer

(PO)

/

teers as government workers and
have been working in various
sectors like health, engineering,
agriculture etc. However, wherever
they worked, they blended very
well with local communities.

Challenges:

[ Manda-san | Regarding the
issues of accommodation, as per
Exchange of Notes signed between
Governments of Malawi and
Japan, Malawi Government is
supposed to be providing decent
accommodation to
However, over the years, Govern-
ment of Malawi has failed to
honour this pledge of providing

volunteers.

Mr. Derick
MMANGA,

Retired Manager,

General Affairs (MG)
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accommodation. The situation is
so critical that even Malawians
under public service are also
affected by failure to have accom-
modation from Government.

Trends in 70s, 80s and 90s:

[ Mwafu-san | Around 1970’s,
1980’s and 1990’s volunteers felt
very free to live and stay in rural
areas despite availability of social
amenities like organized markets,
banks and mobile phones. We had
volunteers as far as Chitipa.
However, in 2020s, the office is
limiting where to sent volunteers.
As Malawians, we are thankful to
those volunteers who worked in
rural areas and contributed to the
social and economic development
of this country.

Memories of JOCVs:

| Mwafu-san | I cited an example of
a volunteer with PVHO in Karon-
ga, Mr. Arima. While still a young
boy, knew Mr. Arima as a hardwork-
ing person and what ever he was
doing had an impact to Malawi-
ans. This also extends to many
Malawians that have benefited from
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the service of Japanese volunteers.
Two weeks ago, someone told me
“I was taught by Japanese mathe-
matics teacher.” Many people still
remember Japanese teachers. I think
JOCYV is wonderful program.

| Kapalamula-san | Around 2002
when Malawi Government recog-
nized the JOCV program in a
special way. It started with a
phone call from one presidential
assistant who informed him that
the State President wanted to meet
all the volunteers. Arrangements
were made and on an appointed
date, volunteers had an appoint-
ment with the State President at
Mtunthama State Lodge. It was
during this meeting that the State
President applauded the role
rendered by JOCVs to leave their
comfort in Japan and sacrifice to
work in Malawi.

| Kandulu-san | One of my good
memories is Mr. Kohei Yamada
who composed a HIV / AIDS
prevention song “Ndimakukonda”
which had an impact in Malawi.

| Malewezi-san | I have exciting
experience from my wife. While

growing up as a young lady in
Chiradzulu, befriended a volun-
teer by the name of Ms. Yoshiko
Sato who was working at St.
Joseph Hospital - Nguludi. Ms.
Sato could interact with the young
girls at a personal level despite her
work demands.

[ Simon-san | I want to mention
its uniqueness of the volunteer
program in the way they collabo-
rate. Around 2012 to 2017, volun-
teers in Mzimba South (Emfeni,
Luwerezi, Embangweni, Cham-
phira) were implementing
HIV/AIDS programs in the area.
There was collaboration with
counterparts and local communi-
ties.

| Mwafu-san | As national staff,
we have a Japanese culture in us in
the way we conduct ourselves. As
such we just say “BRAVO!!” to all
volunteers.

| Manda-san | The volunteers
worked with the local community
by assisting them to get in touch
with Japanese Embassy in Nsana-
ma in Machinga. Through grass
roots projects, they managed to get
support of construction of school
blocks and desks. As a result,
majority of schools in Machinga
wanted to have services of the
volunteers.

[ Mmanga-san | [ am very proud
to have been associated with the
program and this extends to all
national staffs that participates in
logistics to enable volunteers work
in Malawi. On a sad note, as an
office, we have witnessed twelve
deaths of volunteers while in
service in Malawi and majority
are from road accidents.




>>> Mr. Derick MMANGA
Joined JOCV in June 1986 in Blantyre and in 1988, JOCV was -upgraded to JICA Office. He has worked for JICA Malawi
for 22 years and finally retired in 2008.

>>> Mr. Nathan MWAFULIRWA

Joined JICA in 1997 in the JOCV Section. He has worked in the JOCV Section for 11 years and in 2008 transferred to
Water Sector. Currently, he is managing the General Affairs Section. He has memorable times of working with volun-
teers during the 11 years.

>>> Mr. Godfrey KAPALAMULA

Joined JICA in April 2000 and was assigned to General Affairs Section. However, barely after three months, he was
moved to JOCV where he worked for 4 years, then transferred to General Affairs Section, then moved back to JOCV
Section for another two years before finally moving to Programs Division.

>>> Mr. Reinford MANDA

Joined JICA in December 2000 and was based in Blantyre Sub Office. In September 2002, Blantyre Office was closed
and meant being transferred to main office in Lilongwe. Through the years, he has worked in the General Affairs
Section, Technical Cooperation Section and since 2014, he has been working in JOCV Section.

>>> Mr. Michael MALEWEZI
Joined JICA in February 2011 and through the years, he has worked for Infrastructure Section, later transferred to
Training, later to Public Relations and in 2018, transferred to JOCV Section.

>>> Mr. George KANDULU

Joined JICA in 1996 and was stationed in Blantyre Sub Office. Following the closure of Blantyre Sub Office, transferred
to Lilongwe where he has served in different sections. In 2017, transferred to JOCV Section where he is enjoying
working with coordinators and volunteers.

>>> Mr. Simon SIMKOKO
Joined JICA in March 2010. He worked in the JOCV Section for six years - up to 2017 before resigning from JICA. He
has fond memories of working with volunteers during his time.
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