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TOGETHER WITH THE LOCAL COMMUNITY
JAPAN OVERSEAS COOPERATION VOLUNTEERS (JOCV)
JICA VOLUNTEERS IN NEPAL
The first batch of JICA volunteers (JOCV) came
to Nepal since September 1970 whereas the
Senior Volunteers began their mission in Nepal
from 1995 only. The areas of the JICA volunteer
program in Nepal span different sectors and
a diverse range of sub-sectors, including
agriculture, forestry and fisheries, repair and
maintenance, environment education, community
development, youth activities, civil engineering,
sanitation, health, education and culture,
planning and administration, etc.

JOCV Occupational Therapists in Spinal Injury Rehabilitation Center, Kavrepalanchowk.

JICA’s volunteer program is one of Japan’s
technical cooperation schemes operated as part
of its Official Development Assistance (ODA).
The program dispatches eager Japanese citizens
who wish to participate in assisting developing
countries and also have the adequate skills,
knowledge and experience to answer the calls
for assistance from their governments.
The program has three objectives:
1. To cooperate in the economic and social
development, as well as the reconstruction
of developing countries
2. To promote international goodwill and
deepen mutual understanding
3. To develop international perspectives and
give back the experience to the Japanese
community
Since its first dispatch to Laos in 1965, more
than 48,000 JICA volunteers have worked
alongside local communities in 96 countries and
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regions. As summarized by the phrase “together
with the local community,” JICA volunteers live and
work at the grassroots level, speaking the same
language as the local communities and carrying
out activities with an emphasis on fostering selfreliance for sustainable change. Volunteers are
generally dispatched for two-years, in various fields
ranging from education, nursing to auto mechanics,
IT, and sports.
There are two types of volunteers: Japan
Overseas Cooperation Volunteers (JOCV) and
Senior Volunteers (SV). JOCV is a cooperation
scheme of JICA, in which volunteers with proper
skills and back-ground are dispatched to work
and live with local communities and stakeholders
for two-year service. SVs are Japanese volunteers
who are motivated by the volunteering spirit and
advanced technical skills backed up by their own
abundant working experience. SVs are mainly
dispatched in higher level organizations such as
research center, university, institution and so on.
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JOCV’s contribution is immense in Nepal’s
development process. Hundreds of volunteers
have in the past worked in Nepal and many more
are here currently to uplift the life of rural people.
As of September 2018, 1405 JICA volunteers
have worked in Nepal. There are altogether
48 JICA volunteers working in Nepal currently.
Their involvement and contribution is diversified
in several sectors such as water supply
engineering, traffic safety, veterinary, environment
administration, computer engineering, coach
in football, softball and handball, school
teacher, gymnastic teacher, vegetable growing,
pest control specialist, public health nurse,
occupational therapy, Boccia for disabled
person, environment education and more.
In order to help improve the livelihood of people,
JICA volunteers adapt themselves to the local
life in Nepal by speaking local languages, eating
local food, and working together with the local
counterparts. It is therefore certain that such
efforts by the volunteers have promoted cultural
exchanges and mutual understanding between
the two countries at large.
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JICA Nepal organized a JOCV activity study
tour for the Nepal government officials on 28
Sep 2018 primarily for understanding and
observing the volunteer program.
The tour included activities of mainly 3
volunteers working in the health sector;
Ms. Ayaka NAKAZAWA. Occupational
Therapist (OT) in Spinal Injury
Rehabilitation Centre, Bhainsepati, Sanga,
Kavrepalanchowk (March 2018 – March
2020)

Occupational therapy is a client-centered health
profession concerned with promoting health
and wellbeing through occupation. The primary
goal of occupational therapy is to enable people
to participate in the everyday activities in a
normal manner. Occupational therapists achieve
this outcome by working with people and
communities to enhance their ability to engage
in the occupations they want to, need to, or are
expected to do, or by modifying the occupation
or the environment to better support their
occupational engagement.

The main purpose of Ms. Nakazawa’s activities
is to transfer skill of occupational therapy to
recipient organization’s staff and working
with the medical team. Furthermore, her
primary target is to strengthen the process
of occupational therapy in rehabilitation for
Spinal Cord Injury and neuro patients. She also
attentively supports in the treatment process of
all the patients who visit to the center.
Mr. Kohei TAKAHASHI. Occupational
Therapist (OT) in National Disabled Fund
...article continued in page 3

JICA in History

JAPANESE COOPERATION IN
KANTI CHILDREN’S HOSPITAL, MAHARAJGUNJ
Japanese cooperation to Kanti Children’s hospital started from 1973
by dispatching two Volunteers (a midwife and a nurse) through Japan
Overseas Cooperation Volunteers (JOCV). Nearly 30 volunteers
were dispatched at Kanti Children’s Hospital. In 1983, basic medical
equipment which helped to establish the hospital’s first Neonatal
Intensive Care Unit (NICU) was donated in relation with JOCV
activities.
Further, Japanese Grant Aid was provided in 1986 for expansion of
some key facilities of the hospital which covered renovation of clinical
buildings, wards and medical equipment and also improvement of
many areas like Casualty Department, Operation theaters, Central
Sterilization System, Neonatal Intensive Care Unit/Pediatric Intensive
Care Unit, X-ray department, urgent clinical test room and Pathology
department. An oxygen plant was also installed with numbers of
physical facilities improvements.
In order to meet increasing demand of patients for a quality service,
specialized pediatric training and health care services, Government of
Nepal requested Government of Japan for Grant Aid for expansion of
the Kanti Children’s Hospital in the year 1993.

The Grant Aid project which was divided into two phases as follows;
- The first phase project(June 1993) covered construction work (Including Elevator,
Electricity, Plumbing, Generator backup system, Air-conditioning, Ventilation
work, Central Medical oxygen, Air, Vacuum system and basic furniture, medical
equipment installation work at out-patient department (Medical, Surgical &
Dental), emergency & observation department, central diagnosis department,
operation theatre, CSSD department, Intensive Care units, Clinical Laboratory
department and Surgical department. The first phase project was completed and
was handed over in March 1994.
-The second phase project(July1994) covered construction work (Including
Elevator, Electricity, Plumbing, Generator backup system, Air-conditioning,
Ventilation work, Central Medical oxygen, Air, Vacuum system and basic furniture,
Clinical building for ORT/ARI, Seminar Hall and East connection corridor,
Renovation of existing clinical building and wards, Demolition work of existing old
building and Exterior works. The second phase was completed and handed over
in March 1996.
Kanti Children’s Hospital is the only public Children’s Hospital in Nepal as referral
centre and practical training facilities on pediatrics from teaching hospital.
As result of different Japanese projects, the hospital is able to provide specialized
and quality health services to large number of patients until today.

Infrastructures of Kanti Children’s Hospital constructed by Japanese Grant Assistance.
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(NDF), Bhrikuti Mandap, Kathmandu. (January
2017 – January 2019)
In occupational therapy, occupations refer to the
everyday activities that people do as individuals,
in families and with communities to occupy
time and bring meaning and purpose to life.
Occupational Therapy is not only rehabilitation
but it also focuses on social inclusion of the
patient and ease him/her support mentally
and physically to be one able member of the
community.
Mr. Takahashi is devoted in spreading OT in
Nepal. He has done more than 600 sessions of
OT for clients and conducted numerous mobile
camps of OT out of Kathmandu. Furthermore,
he also has visited several schools, CBRs and
NGOs to introduce, share the case study of OT
between Nepal and Japan in order to transfer
his OT skills. He also delivers OT for clients who
come to NDF on a regular basis and handles
almost 5-7 clients per day. Besides, he regularly
shares the overall purpose and goal of OT with
his clients and their families.
“We have witnessed very few numbers of
Occupational Therapists in Nepal. Hence this is
an excellent form of cooperation from JICA and
after observing the process and understanding
the need of occupational therapist in Nepal, more
number of such volunteers should be highly
encouraged. We are very thankful to JICA for this
noble initiative” - Government official representing
Ministry of Health & Population (MoHP)
Ms. Akiko ASAMI . Nepal Boccia Association,
National Sports Council, Balaju, Kathmandu

Assistance and Education for Persons with
Disabilities (Boccia Game Promoter). (July
2017 – March 2019)
Boccia is a precision ball sport, similar to bocce,
and related to bowls and petanque. The name
“boccia” is derived from the Latin word for
“boss” – bottia. The sport is contested at local,
national and international levels, by athletes
with severe physical disabilities. It was originally
designed to be played by people with cerebral
palsy, but now includes athletes with other
severe disabilities affecting motor skills.
Boccia can be played by individuals, pairs, or
teams of three. All events are mixed gender.
The aim of the game is to throw leather balls
— colored red or blue (which side uses which
is determined by a coin toss) as close as they
can to a white target ball, or jack. The jack is
thrown first, then the first two regular balls are
played (first, the player who threw the jack then
the opposing side), after which the side furthest
away from the jack goes next in an attempt
to either get closer to the jack or knock the
opposition’s ball out of the way.
The concept of Boccia is very much new to
Nepal. Therefore, Ms. Asami is working to
spread the knowledge of Boccia in Nepal in
cooperation with various organizations working
for the disabled society is spreading the concept
of the game. She supports these organizations
as well as the disabled people to build up their
confidence and engagement through this game.
Ms. Asami also conducts these activities in
various schools amongst the school students

to partake in this gaming activity so that more
and more young people are aware regarding
its benefits, in order to create the opportunity
of communication among disabled people
and ordinary people. Her primary objective is
to increase Boccia players and trainers and
grab the chance to participate in 2020 Tokyo
Olympic and Paralympic games.
“Visiting the Boccia gaming activity in
Bhaktapur was a very new experience for
me. I was delighted to see how this game
brought together the differently able children
in the same platform as the normal children.
The harmony between these two groups was
commendable. This is a very good opportunity
for Nepal given that this activity may lead to
Nepal’s participation in the 2020 Olympic &
Paralympics.
I am grateful to JICA and its support to
Nepal through its volunteers. It is further
recommended to promote Volunteer’s activities
through Provincial level as well” - Government
official representing Ministry of Federal Affairs
& General Administration(MoFAGA)
The tour further strengthened the credibility of
volunteers and commitment towards their work.
It further justified the sole intention of improving
lives of local people by furnishing them with skills
that will only reap benefits for them during their
lifetime. Since all the activities witnessed were
successful in terms of generating progressive
outcomes, such initiatives were encouraged for
implementation in other communities as well
to establish sustainable development work.
The various activities undertaken by volunteers
benefitted not only the local residents but also the
associated organizations in terms of exchange of
experience and enriched information.
Lastly, the assistance provided to Nepalese
people and its society by the Japanese
volunteers have aided in prospering various
sectors be it agriculture, health, education,
technology, community, infrastructure,
transportation etc. and have contributed in socio
economic development. It has facilitated the
transition and development in Nepali society
where volunteers endorse the role of cultural
ambassadors, paving way for enhanced relations
between Japan and Nepal.

Boccia Gaming Activity in Bhaktapur
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GOVERNMENT OF JAPAN HANDS OVER 5 NEWLY
CONSTRUCTED BRIDGES IN GORKHA
COMPLETION OF MAJOR INFRASTRUCTURE RECONSTRUCTION PROJECT
Near the epicenter of the 2015 Gorkha Earthquake,
the Government of Japan handed over five bridges
which were newly constructed along the BarhakiloBarpak road in Gorkha amidst a formal inauguration
ceremony in Gorkha on 3rd Dec 2018. Honorable
Minister for Physical Infrastructure and Transport,
Mr. Raghubir Mahaseth was the Chief Guest for
the event where the new bridges were handed
over to the Government of Nepal. The event was
also attended by H.E. Ambassador of Japan, Mr.
Masamichi Saigo and the newly appointed Chief
Representative of JICA Nepal Office, Ms. Yumiko
Asakuma.
In December 2015, half a year after the
devastating Gorkha Earthquake, the two
governments signed an agreement for Japanese
grant assistance of to be provided for major
infrastructure reconstruction and rehabilitation.
“The Subproject of Bridge Construction along
Barhakilo-Barpak Road” is one of the 3 subprojects under the umbrella grant “the Program
for Rehabilitation and Recovery from Nepal
Earthquake.” This subproject amounting to 930
million JPY was initiated to support speedy
reconstruction and recovery in the earthquake
affected areas by ensuring all-season reliable
access to the northern part of the Gorkha
District. The construction of the three PC
(pre-stressed concrete) bridges by the grant
subproject – Daraudi Khola Bridge, Ghatte

Daraudi Bridge, Gorkha

Khola Bridge, and Rangrung Khola Bridge –
was completed in July 2018. In addition, two
RC (reinforced concrete) bridges – Khahare
Khola Bridge and Jhyalla Khola Bridge – were
also constructed by another JICA technical
cooperation project “the Project on Rehabilitation
and Recovery from Nepal Earthquake.”
During the event, Ambassador Saigo expressed
his hope that the 5 newly constructed bridges will
enable the people to access other communities,
major markets and cities conveniently and safely
throughout the year, and this would contribute
to enhance the accessibility to public services,
and to improve the economic activities in the
northern part of Gorkha. He also hoped the
friendship between Japan and Nepal will be further
strengthened through this project.

Chief Representative of JICA Nepal Ms. Asakuma
expressed JICA’s commitment to continuing its support
to the post-earthquake recovery in Nepal based on the
Build Back Better (BBB) concept. She also shared her
hope that the new bridges will contribute to not just
supporting speedy reconstruction and recovery in the
surrounding areas, but also bringing in new energies,
resources, and initiatives for longer-term sustainable
development in the affected communities.
The local people around these areas have benefitted
at large with this new development of extended
accessibility and prefer calling the new bridges as
“Japanese bridges.” It is hoped that these bridges
will help expedite recovery in the surrounding
communities and also stands firm as a symbol of
friendship between the two nations.

BASIC INFORMATION ABOUT THE BRIDGES
Name

Bridge Type

Bridge Length

Address

1

Khahare Khola Bridge

RC-Girder

25.00 m

Siranchowk Rural Municipality

2

Jhayalla Khola Bridge

RC-Girder

50.00 m

Ajirkot Rural Municipality

3

Daraudi Khola Bridge

PC 2-Girder

134.00 m

Ajirkot Rural Municipality and
Barpak -Sulikot Rural Municipality

4

Ghatte Khola Bridge

PC 2-Girder

30.00 m

Ajirkot Rural Municipality

5

Rangrung Khola Bridge

PC Box Girder

50.00 m

Barpak-Sulikot Rural Municipality

Khahare Bridge, Gorkha

Ghatte Bridge, Gorkha

Rangrung Bridge, Gorkha

Jhyalla Bridge, Gorkha
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Article

STATISTICS: BASIS TOWARDS PROSPERITY

- Mr. Gopal Gurung, Program Manager, JICA Nepal

After the achievement of political rights obtained from
a long struggle together with the sacrifices made by
the people of Nepal, villages and cities are now filled
with the slogans of economic prosperity. People’s
representatives are committed to take the long awaited
fruit of prosperity to household level by practicing the
rights achieved through the Constitution of Nepal
promulgated in 2015. The elected representatives are
full of energy and are working hard to bring the essence
of services from the power center of “Singhadurbar”
to “villages”. To transform the development slogan into
reality, elected representatives are preparing the short
term and long term policy and programs. Some elected
representatives are struggling with the issues that are
under discussion at the moment i.e. proper allocation
of civil servants, procurement act etc. whereas some
have already analyzed the challenges and are moving
forward. The representatives have started to formulate
short and long term projects not only on the basis on
political ideology, but also on the basis of available
statistical data. In the changing context, there may not be
enough statistical data available other than population
data drawn on the basis of new municipality boundaries.
So everybody is involved in collecting and establishing
the basic administrative data. This basic data will also be
the basis for measuring the tenure of current people’s
representatives in the next election.
To establish the basis of economic development and
prosperity, the Central Bureau of Statistics (CBS)
completed the field operation of the first ever “National
Economic Census 2018 (NEC2018)” in April – June
2018 with the technical support from Japan International
Cooperation Agency (JICA). The Central Bureau of
Statistics established 77 District Offices and collected
the details of formal and informal establishments.
This information was collected at a time when federal
and local government also started the discussion of
collecting taxes in local level. So the enumerators
experienced difficulties in collecting information on
income & expenditure from establishments, but it was
successfully completed with the support from elected
representatives, local administration and business

communities. However, it was made clear from the very
beginning that the economic census data will not be
used for the purpose of taxation. The preliminary result of
the National Economic Census published in September
this year showed that there are 922,445 establishments
across the country.
The local government have begun to take the
household level data as provisioned by Schedule 8
of the Constitution. This activity of local government
is appreciable as they have also started to practice
the evidence based policy planning by utilizing the
available statistical data. This can be considered as
a right move towards system building to achieve
the political slogan promised during the election.
However, we are often directed by wrong statistics or
it’s utilization in wrong manner. Therefore, we have to
emphasize on the appropriate utilization of statistical
data. The local government should give proper
emphasis on the data collection process, finalizing the
questionnaire, selection and training of enumerators
and most importantly, bringing uniformity in the reports
produced by municipalities. Otherwise, the reports will
not be compatible and comparable among wards or
municipalities by users for further analysis. At the same
time, it will be difficult and expensive to update the data
periodically in future. So by bringing uniformity in data
collection process and producing the result, it will lead
to enhance the quality of basic administrative statistical
data in local level. Furthermore, the Federal Government
can also play vital role in developing uniformity in the
methodology for data collection and its results for local
bodies. A reliable basic administrative statistical data will
ultimately decrease the cost of future census and survey
operation by the respective agencies in Nepal.
National Economic Census results will be published
periodically in the years to come. This will bring the
economic scenario of the country in a wider way.
The GDP will be measured closer to reality. The data
collected on the basis of scientific state of economic
units, labor distribution, establishment ownership in
municipality, district and province will come out. Based

on these data, micro analysis of the economic units can
be done. Municipality and provincial profile incorporating
the economic census data will highlight the new areas of
investment for investors within and outside the country.
To attract investors in their province and municipalities,
planners can make laws and physical infrastructure as
per the need. Private sectors can also produce human
resource based on the facts and future demand. All
these will ultimately reduce the investment risk and
total investment by investors. Goods produced will be
relatively cheaper and competitive in the market. Investors
can prioritize and select plan with their objectives
based on existing laws, available space facilities &
human resource, market and distribution system for
the goods and services produced. This will ultimately
bring competition among provinces and municipalities
to bring investment in their door step and complete the
development projects on time.
The Central Bureau of Statistics has a long list of
experience of successfully completing the census and
survey operation in Nepal. But still the bureau has to
do more to make its presence felt in the local level for
the utilization of statistical reports. The presentation of
Economic Census result will bring new discussion in
the provincial and local level. All organizations that exist
under the bracket of economic sector have provided
the necessary statistical data. The collected statistics
will give fact on the current status of establishments
and businesses, business information, human resource
available in provincial and local level etc. However, the
reports published by the Central Bureau of Statistics
will not be enough for future planning by government
and private sector. Based on these statistical data,
further micro analysis has to be done. Until and unless
the local government doesn’t have the basic capacity
to do the analysis with the set objective, the data
produced will be merely a decorative in the book
shelves of offices. Therefore, the Central Bureau of
Statistics, provincial and local government, universities,
research organizations and private sector should take
special initiation for further analysis of the statistical data
and utilize for the development of our country Nepal.

JICA APPOINTS MS. YUMIKO ASAKUMA AS THE NEW CHIEF
REPRESENTATIVE OF JICA NEPAL OFFICE
Japan International Cooperation Agency (JICA) appoints Ms. Yumiko
Asakuma as its new Chief Representative for JICA Nepal Office.

MS. YUMIKO ASAKUMA
Chief Representative
JICA Nepal
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Ms. Asakuma will take over Mr. Jun Sakuma who recently
completed his tenure in Nepal. Prior to this assignment Ms.
Asakuma was working as Director General in Yokohama Centre,
JICA. She began her career in JICA in 1993 in the social
development cooperation department and diversified her work
experience in various departments of JICA office which includes
Industrial and mining development study, grant aid cooperation,
training group and representative of JICA India office. She also
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served as a Chief Representative of JICA Bhutan Office from
Dec 2012 to Mar 2016.Ms. Asakuma is a graduate from Osaka
Prefectural University in Department of Integrated Arts &
Sciences.
Ms. Asakuma is privileged to lead JICA Nepal Office as its
new Chief Representative and expressed her commitment in
providing continued support to the people of Nepal and its
government further towards development and prosperity. She
further assured to work towards realizing JICA’s vision “Leading
the world with trust” in Nepal.

Projects/Programs

COMPLETION OF STRENGTHENING COMMUNITY
MEDIATION CAPACITY FOR PEACEFUL AND
HARMONIOUS SOCIETY PROJECT PHASE II (COMCAP -II)
Community mediation program
formally commenced in 2010
through the Government initiative
lead by the then Ministry of Federal
Affairs and Local Development
(MOFALD) with the technical
cooperation project support of
JICA i.e. Strengthening Community
Mediation Capacity for Peaceful
and harmonious Society Project
(COMCAP). Main purpose of the
project was to enhance capacity
and mechanisms for dispute
management through introduction
and institutionalization of community
mediation. Increase Access to
Justice of the vulnerable sects of
society such as the poor, women
and marginalized people was
another crucial purpose.
The project was first piloted in
Sindhuli and Mahottari districts

during the first phase whereas
phase 2 was initiated in 2015
to focus more to institutionalize
it at the government system
by developing training and
orientation materials, guidelines
and videos and handbook on
good practices.

the effort collectively made by
the various Developing partners,
INGOs, NGOs and COMCAP
The MoFAGA together with JICA
organized a central workshop in
Kathmandu on 27 September 2018
just before the formal closure of the
project.

The project supported to establish
38 Community Mediation
Centers in different Rural and
Urban Municipalities of Sindhuli,
Mahottari, Dhanusha, Morang and
Tanahun districts primarily with
an aim to create peaceful and
harmonious society to benefit the
local people.

The purpose of the workshop
was to share the achievements of
the projects and discuss the way
forward of local governments led
community mediation with entire
stakeholders.
Major stakeholders including
counterparts, coordinators from
judiciary committee of local
governments, development partners
and related projects participated in
the workshop.

So far 1,120 Community Mediation
Centers are established throughout
the country and have resolved
more than 11,600 disputes through

After the promulgation of
constitution of Nepal in 2015,
local governments have received
numbers of exclusive rights
including local judiciary rights
and Judiciary Committees are
formed in each Rural and Urban
Municipalities as per the Local
Government Operation Act
2074. One of the major tasks
of the Judiciary committee
is to resolve the local level
disputes registered at local
government level through the
mediation process and thus, the
Community Mediation today is
recognized as an effective way
for dispute management at the
community level which is a basic
services that local governments
need to deliver to its people.

HANDOVER OF MEDICAL EQUIPMENT TO TUTH
The Ambassador of Japan to Nepal, His
Excellency Mr. Masamichi SAIGO, handed over
medical equipment for Tribhuvan University
Teaching Hospital (TUTH) to Honorable Mr.
Giriraj Mani Pokhrel, Minister for Education,

Science and Technology amidst an official
function on 24th September, 2018.
The equipment handed over was worth NRs.
693,000,000 and was funded through Grant

Assistance by the Government of Japan
and implemented by JICA as “Project for
Improvement of Medical Equipment in
Tribhuvan University Teaching Hospital”
which was approved in Japan’s Fiscal Year
2016.
The purpose of this project is to provide
qualitative and diverse range of medical
services offered by TUTH and involves
procurement of new equipment, including
magnetic resonance imaging (MRI),
X-Ray imaging equipment, endoscope
and sterilizer, renovation of the floor and
waterproofing the rooftop.
The Government of Japan is supporting
for the improvement of this hospital’s
facilities since 1992 and has continued
its assistance to enable TUTH to meet
increasing patients’ demands. This
includes support for replacing and
providing additional equipment to assist
the hospital to deliver improved health
services.
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Brief Updates/News
THE PROJECT FOR THE REHABILITATION OF
SINDHULI ROAD AFFECTED BY EARTHQUAKE
After the Great Gorkha Earthquake and it’s
aftershocks in 2015, numerous sections of
the Sindhuli Road was damaged in various
locations. Department of Roads then requested
JICA to support the countermeasures for
some damaged locations which needed high
technological rehabilitation.
Thus the “Project for the Rehabilitation of
Sindhuli Road Affected by Earthquake”
was initiated. This project aims to reinforce
the vulnerable part of Sindhuli road against
earthquakes in order to ensure safe and smooth
traffic of Sindhuli Road, which is one of the
important arterial roads.

SCHEDULE OF THE PROJECT:
• Commencement of the Construction March 2019
• Completion of Project July 2020
Government of Japan extended Grant
Assistance of approximately NPR 105million
to the Government of Nepal for the
implementation of the Rehabilitation of the
Sindhuli Road (BP highway) affected by the
2015 Earthquake.
Exchange of Notes (E/N) for the Assistance
was signed on October 25, 2018 between

His excellency Ambassador of Japan to
Nepal and Secretary, Ministry of Finance, on
behalf of their respective Governments and
the Grant Agreements exchanged between
Mr. Shreekrishna Nepal, Joint secretary,
Ministry of Finance and Jun Sakuma, Chief
Representative of JICA Nepal.
This Project is expected to contribute to
SDGs Goal 9 “Build resilient infrastructure,
promote inclusive and sustainable
industrialization and foster innovation”

The Sindhuli Road constructed under Japanese
Grant Assistance in 1996 and completed in
2015, is 160km long and links the mid and
eastern Terai with the capital city, Kathmandu.
The project targets the smooth and stable traffic
on the Sindhuli Road by implementation of
countermeasures against road-related disaster
on Sindhuli Road as this is the main trunk road
linking Kathmandu and Terai plain area in south for
mitigation of the vulnerability from natural disasters.

BP Highway

GRANT ASSISTANCE FOR SCHOOL SECTOR
DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM (SSDP)
Government of Japan extended Grant
Assistance of three hundred million Japanese
yen (JPY 300,000,000), equivalent to
approximately 308 million Nepalese Rupees to
the Government of Nepal for the 3rd year of the
“School Sector Development Program (SSDP).”
Exchange of Notes (E/N) for the assistance
was signed and exchanged on 5th October
2018 between His Excellency Mr. Masamichi
Saigo, Ambassador of Japan to Nepal, and
Mr. Shreekrishna Nepal, Joint Secretary,
Ministry of Finance, on behalf of their
respective Governments amid a function held
at the Ministry of Finance in Signhadurbar,
Kathmandu. On the same occasion, the Grant
Agreements for both projects were signed and
exchanged between Mr. Shreekrishna Nepal,
Joint Secretary, Ministry of Finance, on behalf of
the Government of Nepal and Mr. Jun Sakuma,
Chief Representative of JICA Nepal, on behalf
of Japan International Cooperation Agency.

equitable and inclusive quality education and
promoting lifelong learning opportunities for
all.” The overarching mission of the SSDP is for
Nepal’s schools to produce the needed human
resources to elevate the country’s status from a
least developed country by 2022 and to reach
the goal of achieving the status of the level of
the middle income country by 2030. The goal is
thus to provide all citizens with the opportunity to
become functionally literate and numerate, and
to develop the life skills and knowledge required
to enjoy a productive life, taking into account the
diversity of context and the federalization of the
country. To improve the equity, quality, efficiency,
governance and management of the education
sector, SSDP focuses on capacity and knowledge
enhancement of both students and teachers by
developing relevant teaching and learning methods
and materials that ensures quality development.
Lately, SSDP also focuses on strengthening
school-level disaster management and resilience to
develop school as a conflict free zone.

The SSDP fully aligns with Nepal’s international
commitment towards the SDGs Goal 4, “Ensuring

The SSDP started implementation from July
2016 and aims to consolidate gains from
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previous reform programs and continue crucial
reforms needed in the school education sector
through the Sector Wide Approach (SWAp)
modality. JICA Nepal joined the pool funding
(SWAp modality) since 2014 to assist the
school education in Nepal in partnership with
other development partners, contributing
to SDGs Goal 17, “Strengthen the means
of implementation and revitalize the Global
Partnership for Sustainable Development”.
JICA’s contribution in education sector is
not limited to financing SSDP through Grant
Aid. As a major Development Partner for
Nepal, JICA mobilizes different assistance
modalities such as Yen Loan, Grant Aid,
Technical Cooperation and even dispatch of
volunteers to support improvement of school
management as well as capacity development
of school teachers and improving teaching
materials and construction and rehabilitation of
classrooms. Development of education sector
in Nepal is JICA’s top priority and it assures to
continue its support to this sector for effective
implementation and output.

Brief Updates/News
RECONSTRUCTING PUBLIC FACILITIES

JICA Nepal has undertaken
reconstruction of more than 20
public facilities in Gorkha and
Sindhupalchowk districts as part of
its post-earthquake reconstruction
and recovery assistance. The new
infrastructures are reconstructed
by JICA through its “Project on
Rehabilitation and Recovery from
Nepal Earthquake”. These small
infrastructure projects are called
“Quick Impact Projects (QIPs)” that
aim to build earthquake resilient

The new two-storied building is
constructed with a goal to increase
the production of improved seeds
by farmers of Gaulochan Agriculture
Cooperative and to contribute to the
food security for the community.

Out of the 20 public facilities
JICA Nepal recently handed
over 3 buildings to the
concerned authorities as
follows;

2. ICHOK SEED STORAGE
FACILITY IN SINDHUPALCHOWK
The newly constructed Ichok Seed
Storage Facility, Helambu Rural
Municipality, Sindhupalchowk District
was handed over to the Chairperson
of Annapurna Coffee cooperative
amidst an official ceremony . The
new building was inaugurated by
Chairperson of Helambu Rural
Municipality.

1. PHULPINDANDA SEED
STORAGE FACILITY IN
SINDHUPALCHOWK
The newly constructed Phulpindanda
Seed Storage facility was handed
over to the Chairperson of Gaulochan
cooperative in Sindhupalchowk
District, amidst an official ceremony.
The new building was inaugurated
by Chairperson of Balefi Rural
Municipality.

The new building of the seed storage
is constructed with a goal to increase

PRELIMINARY REPORT OF NATIONAL
ECONOMIC CENSUS 2018 PUBLISHED
Central Bureau of Statistics (CBS) with the technical assistance of Japan International
Cooperation Agency is implementing the “Project on Capacity Development for the
implementation of Economic Census 2018 in Nepal” to conduct the first ever Economic
Census of Nepal. CBS carried out the field operation of the National Economic Census
2018 from April 14 to June 14 2018 mobilizing 4,000 Supervisor and Enumerators.
The Preliminary Report of the National Economic Census was published on Sept. 13, 2018
amidst a function in the premises of Central Bureau of Statistics by the member of National
Planning Commission (NPC) Hon’ Dr. Ram Kumar Phuyal. Mr. Phuyal reiterated that “This
census is a way forward for Nepal’s development as the information of all necessary
indicators in statistics is derived from it which will support in the economic forecasting”.
The provisional preliminary report shows the number of establishments of Nepal is
922,445. The biggest district in terms of number of establishments is topped by
Kathmandu with 123,994 establishments followed by Jhapa 38,741, Rupandehi 38,415,
Morang 35,237 and Sunsari 31,486. Province wise, province 3 tops in the list with
282,056 establishments followed by province 1 with 168,434, province 5 with 147,892,
province 2 with 117,588, province 4 with 100,688, province 7 with 62,970 and province
6 is at the bottom with 42,817.

the production of improved seeds
by farmers of Annapurna Coffee
Cooperative and to contribute to the
food security for the community.
3. COMMUNITY TRAINING
CENTER AND DEMO MODEL
HOUSE IN BARPAK, GORKHA
The Community Training Center with a
Demo Model House in Barpak, Gorkha
district was handed over to the BarpakSulikot Rural Municipality over a formal
inauguration ceremony today.
The building is a 2-story structure which
provides space for the ward office,
a community training hall, and toilets
and can be utilized for a wide range of
community-level activities with major
focus on post-earthquake recovery in
the Rural Municipality.

NEPAL INVESTMENT
PROMOTION SEMINAR
IN NEW DELHI
In order to promote Japanese investment in Nepal,
Investment Board of Nepal (IBN) organized the
Nepal Investment Promotion Seminar in New
Delhi, India on 30th August 2018 where 17
Japanese private and public entities secured
its participation. During the seminar, Mr. Mikio
TAMADA, Foreign Investment Advisor to IBN from
JICA Nepal made presentations on the current
investment environment in Nepal.
He highlighted the advantages and assured
Nepal as a reliable destination which was
further justified with few case studies. The event
successfully attracted attention and interest
amongst the participants regarding business
opportunities in Nepal.

JAPAN INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION AGENCY
NEPAL OFFICE
Lazimpat, Kathmandu, Nepal
- 450, Kathmandu, Nepal
( +977-1-4425636
7 +977-1-4425658
8 www.jica.go.jp/nepal/english
www.facebook.com/jicanepal

JICA Nepal
would like to wish you
A VERY
HAPPY NEW YEAR
2019.
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structures with enhanced
functionalities based on the
Build Back Better principle.

