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COVID-19 is a global pandemic. Nurses of Bangladesh are one
of the first-line soldiers in fighting this pandemic. As of June 04,
2020, the number of infected nurses has increased to 519 and 19
are midwives. Until now, this pandemic has taken the life of 2
valuable nurses in Bangladesh.
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The nurses are facing several challenges, including a shortage of personal protective equipment
(PPE), inadequate transportation to go to their duty stations due to the shutdown of public
transport, insufficient food supply, and accommodations. Nurses are spending a significant part
of their income to buy PPE and use their private transportation to serve patients with a smiling
face. The situation has now improved by the government initiatives. All medical staff has
received PPEs, however, it is not sufficient yet to carry out their duties without concern for the
risk of infection.
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The government has selected a few numbers of hospitals for
providing COVID-19 related treatment. The respective hospital n
authority introduced isolation wards to serve the purpose, where
the nurses are providing service 24/7. To fight COVID-19, the
government has appointed 5,054 nurses and 2,000 doctors
urgently. Besides, the concerned authority initiated an urgent
process to hire additional 10,000 nurses, 5,000 mid-wives, and
3,000 medical technologists.
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provide regular health services to patients and pregnant
women. Expanded Program of Immunization coverage of |
the country has dropped to below 50% from over 92%
during this pandemic. Most of the hospitals are not
receiving patients who do not have a COVID-19 positive or
negative certification. As a result, many citizens, including
government high-ranking officials, business persons, and
university teachers, died without any treatment. Among
positive initiatives, the government announced that all
hospitals should receive all types of patients. If required, the
hospital should keep patients in isolation units. Pregnant
women should receive priority treatments.
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Both government and private hospitals are not able to T

I am a member of the monitoring and co-ordination committee under the Directorate General
of Nursing and Midwifery (DGNM) for nurses. It provides the nurses working in the COVID-
19 hospital/ward with technical support and advice such as how to protect themselves under the
situation where the PPE is in short supply. In addition, we are protecting the nurses who are
pregnant or in lactation period by reassigning them from the COVID-19 hospital to others. | am
also serving as member of the health ministry’'s some committees, including the Maternal Health
and Family Planning Subcommittee, whose mission is to improve the maternal health of
Bangladesh. At present, the committee is working hard to protect the pregnant mothers from
the pandemic through family planning approach, and by dispatching gynecologists and
anesthetists to the hospitals at their requests so that pregnant women would get priority in
accessing the necessary care.
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