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The interview with

1B XA Ms. Arakaki
B2 3t  Okinawense, Sansei

Ms. Arakaki was born and grew up in Peru. And she
talks about a story in this interview, which was told by
her grandfather who was the first from her lineage
had ever emiarated alone to Peru.
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She works as a receptionist at JICA Okinawa and she
supports JICA participants during their stay. As she
commands three languages, such as Spanish,
Japanese and English, she is a reliable person
especially for Spanish speakers from Latin America.
She is a third-generation of Okinawense* emigrant and
she enjoys contributing to globalized society in
Okinawa.

About my lIssei (first generation) grandfather.
It was 1919, when my grandfather left from Okinawa
in search of work to Peru. He was a 19 year old man
filled with hope. After a two-month-long voyage, the
first place he disembarked, was a coastal area along
the Pacific called, Chancay. In the beginning he
worked as a farm worker in sugarcane farms, but its
harsh labor and maltreatment tormented him.
Furthermore, those workers couldn’t get enough food
to survive. They were just trying to get through another
day.
New ties were forged in the faraway country.

In order to build a world to the next generation, those
Okinawenses united and helped each other as like a big
family. There was a system called tanomoshi, which is
like an informal financing association that allocates a
certain sum of money to associates one by one in turn.
By means of the so-called mutual support, some of
them gradually launched businesses such as
restaurants or grocery stores.

Okinawense: Okinawan in Latin American Spanish.
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The capital city, Lima has been
transformed in a recent decade.
Skyscrapers and condominiums
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Nowadays many Okinawenses play active roles in the
business world. When it comes to my grandfather, he
became independent and started running a small shop. It
became bigger and bigger, and more prosperous. However,
it was more than 4 decades later since his emigration, for
the first time he could return to Okinawa. Ever since then
he lived in Peru till he passed away at the age of 91.

About Ms. Arakaki’s life as a Sansei*.
On the occasion of participation in the 15t Worldwide
Uchinanchu Festival, which was held in 1990, Ms. Arakaki
made her decision to move to Okinawa from Peru.

Ties strengthened beyond generations.
In my childhood, | used to go to a school named La Unién in
Lima, where all the students had to attend Japanese class
regardless of Japanese descent or the others. | never
thought about the necessity of learning Japanese then. But
my grandparents and Nisei* parents always encouraged me
to keep learning. Now I'm aware that their feelings for
Okinawa support my life here in this way. It's a great
advantage for me to have an identity made up of two
languages and two cultures. And I'm blessed with
coworkers who are understanding, and they qualified me for
this position.

For the bilateral ties between Peru and Okinawa.
Ms. Arakaki has an interest in cultural exchange program.
She said that if there was a chance, she would like to
introduce a typical Peruvian game called Yas™ which is very
easy to play for all ages, and how to make traditional cusine
such as Ceviche*and Humita*. “I've devoted myself to my
child, and to my family, so from now on I'm eager to
contribute to promote friendship between Peru and
Okinawa.”

Nisei", Sansei”™: 2nd generation, 3 generation

Photographs & Proofreading by Arakaki
Interview & Translation by E.M. from OIC library
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“==="__ Peruvian corn, Choclo.
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Choclo or Cuzco corn in
English, has larger
kernels than the other
corn varieties.
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4th-generation Okinawans in Peru.
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