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In this interview Mr. Kobayashi talks about community
development in Madagascar, Africa.
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| was assigned to a remote rural village called Ambaiboho,
a rice-producing place in Morarano Chrome, Alaotra-Mangoro
region. Where paddy fields stretched out the entire village.
About 80% of the population of Madagascar is living in rural
areas. The poverty rate among farmers is very high. The
people whom | supported were also among those. The rainy
season from January to March halts their farming activities.
During the period, the village tends to fall into a food shortage.

As a community developing project, | helped to develop
dried fruit products aiming to increase the incomes of farmers.
And | held a workshop, how to make a 7-day compost, which
is a useful fertilizer for growing subsistence crops. However, |
realized that it was hard for me to motivate them to work
steadily towards goals. To promote the project, | could supply
any materials needed instead of them, but it's not the technical
cooperation what we would like to do in a real sense.
Therefore, with the villagers, | made some pieces of
equipment from waste materials and experimented with a
wide variety of fruits. In order for them to sustain the action, |
took leave them to find a breakthrough for obtaining their
needs by themselves.

| was the first cooperation volunteer to enter the community,
but | met many people who lent a hand, or who took the lead
in working on improvements. | assume that taking the ongoing
project hold there and keeping its sustainability will be a
momentous subject hereafter.

To alleviate world hunger and to help poverty-stricken

families, I'll continue working through various activities.
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Mo HIF%ELE ]~ “Reading Book Session for Kids & Adults”

HESMEOFEAEAE : It's a participatory event!
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1% 3:30~4:30
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Date: Sunday, Sept. 30, 2018
3:30~4:30 p.m.

Place: Urasoe City Library

Admission free € Reservation not required
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