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“CAICO NEWS” —Japanese newspaper in Colonia Okinawa, which is a colony called “another Okinawa”in Bolivia

CAICO stands for Cooperativa Agropecuaria Integral Colonias Okinawa in Spanish, which is a name of farmers’
cooperative in Colonia Okinawa. Colonia Okinawa is a settlement built by people from Okinawa prefecture in Santa
Cruz, Bolivia. After World War 1l, Government of the Ryukyu Islands established the emigration policy and the first
emigrants to Bolivia were sent by the government from Okinawa on June 19, 1954. The first cultivation took place
in Uruma ko-chi, an untouched dense forest along the river, Rio Grande. But the outbreak of an unknown epidemic
afterwards named Uruma disease, forced the first and second settlers to abandon their land. At that time 15 people
were already dead of the disease in tragedy. Colonia Okinawa is the third place after all, where Okinawan people
had to start over again.

CAICO NEWS was born in April 15, 1986. This Japanese newspaper offered agricultural information to the
members of CAICO. Eight years after the first publication, there was a name, Mr. Yutaka Terui as the third chief
editor on the June 15, 1994 issue. He was sent from Okinawa as an Overseas Development Youth for Nikkei
communities then. In addition, a Japanese doctor, Mr. Toshiyasu Shimizu, who was sent from JICA to Okinawa
shinryo4yo (clinic), whose article appeared on the same issue. The first generation trod a thorny path, but the era
seems to have been changed, from the CAICO NEWS edited by the second generation, we can infer stability and
wealth of the magnificent farms in Colonia Okinawa. On its cover, the slogan of CAICO is always printed, it says,
“Under the banner of integration and creation, CAICO is going ahead towards the bright future”.
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