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Goal 5:
Gender
Equality

Target 5.b: Enhance the use of enabling technology,
in particular information and communications
technology, to promote the empowerment of women.

Since the government of Togo requests for strengthening IT
network security, Ms. Ata is participating in a training—ICT for
the improvement of government capacity and services in JICA
Okinawa, to learn the management and planning ICT strategy
for the benefit of the government of the country.

Female participation in the workforce

Now the society understands that female workforce is
necessary to build our country. Previously, the government had
set national development goals to be achieved by 2022,
including the empowerment of women and their effective
participation in development. According to its details, equal
access to business credit for women is to get to a rate of 60%
from 44.36% in the final year of the Millennium Development
Goals, 2015 for the purpose of increasing the number of female
business owners. While at the same time the government
promotes the appointment of women in leadership positions
as well. Actually my department supervisor is a woman.
Education to have decent work

More than a decade ago, many young girls in my country used
to be relegated to domestic work and as they were the main
labor force in farms, hardly ever going to school, especially in
rural areas. However, in order to provide equal opportunities in
education for all boys and girls and achieving gender equality,
the government abolished school fees for all primary education
by a ministerial decree in October 2008.

All women in the world should be aware of their potential

The other reason why | learn in JICA Okinawa, is to show
Togolese women that it is possible for us to excel in the field,
such as IT career. We have a will, determination, and discipline
to live our own lives. | would like women to have confidence in
themselves and be optimist as | say, “Yes, | can, | can, | can!”
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Cover: proofread by Afefa Abravi Ata
Interview & Translation by E. M. from JICA Okinawa Library
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