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Goal 17: PARTNERSHIPS FOR THE GOALS
Target 17.17 Encourage and promote effective public,
public-private and civil society partnerships, building on the
experience and resourcing strategies of partnerships
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Leverage Okinawan Soft Power to Promote Nikkey Society’s Sustainable Development

My parents were Issei (1lst-generation) and the first postwar
emigrants from Oroku village (now Naha’s Oroku ward), Okinawa
prefecture. | used to hear about great hardship they had gone
through at that time. Those emigrants had been suffering from
poor diet and hard work for cultivation. In addition, they had also
faced the language barrier and failing to receive an educational
opportunity. Under the circumstances, my uncle had been seized
with an epidemic-Uruma disease, but he nevertheless recovered
miraculously.

During the period 2002-2003, as a technical training participant
through JICA, | learned in the field of civil engineering in Tokai
University in Japan. After returning to Bolivia, | wrote a technical
paper by applying acquired knowledge from Japan, then | also
participated in a JICA's grant aid project with a Japanese
construction firm. Since then | have been working for forging a
relationship between Bolivia and Japan, even though indirectly.

In December 2018, | participated in a training called “Efective use
of soft energy and regional revitalization through the recognition of
Okinawan roots” in JICA Okinawa. In the course, we visited an
acerola farm in Motobu town and a private lodging-minpaku in
Higashi villege, then | perceived that the people were making a
concentrated effort to revitalize their local communities. This
occasion inspired me to consider what tourism means once again,
and | became intrigued by Okinawan culture more than ever
before. Now | have already begun to think the use of my
experience into Nikkei society.

In order to deepen and to extend our bonds, we actively neeed
to promote effective partnership for the comming generation.
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Nisei (Okinawan 2nd-generation)

FREKDIFF—2Fa[1]
Uchinanchu in Latin America
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BZE# The number of materials: 31,685 (as of May 5, 2019)
#0Z materials written in Japanese: 18,663 / ;¥ in other languages: 13, 022

B : B AEE Japanese
CHI: #[ElFE Chinese
KOR: %[E5& Korean

ENG: English
FRE : French

New Arrivals!

FUNBRDADZE L

POR: Portuguese
SPA: Spanish
ARA: Arabic
BUR:Burmese

'\ J :JICA 354749 JICA publication !
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Yo :ZFHE Donation i

NEP : Nepalese

CZE: Czech PER: Persian |
DIV : Dhivehi RUS:Russian
HEB: Hebrew SWA : Swahili !
HIN : Hindi TAM : Tamil |
IND:Indonesian ~ TUR:Turkish
KHM:Khmer URD: Urdu !
MAY : Malaysian  VIE:Vietnamese |
MON : Mongolian  ZZZ: Other i
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Cover: proofread by David Tsutomu Nagamine Taira
Interview & Translation by E. M. from JICA Okinawa Library
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