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13 oo According to UN’s report, Vanuatu is the
number one country in the world that is plunge
@ to natural disasters. In 2015, a category 5*
cyclone, Pam hit and brought a damage to the
country. The country is also experiencing the impact of
climate change and is the main topic today in discussion. As
a matter of fact, we have witnessed the sea level rising.
There is a village located in the coastal area in one of the
islands of Vanuatu, where it is identified as a threat to the
coastal erosion and tsunami. As a result, the village chief is
now planning to move the whole village to higher grounds.

Utilization of ICT in the government service
I am currently working in the Vanuatu Meteorology and Geo-
hazards Department (VMGD) in the capital, Port Vila.
Vanuatu is made up of more than 80 islands; VMGD has
outer stations located from the North to South of the country,
in fact the stations are within the six Provincial Headquarters
in Vanuatu. There are Observation staffs that were trained
to collect meteorological data and send them to VMGD head
office in Port Vila manually. Since ICT is now the innovation
tool or means of communication not only in voice, but data
transmission, all the meteorological data were collected
automatically by the upgraded automatic weather sensors
(AWS) and are transmitted via the Government Broadband
Network to the VMGD Data Centre in Port Vila. Afterwards,
other associated divisions retrieve and analyze the data and
produce products, such as daily weather reports,
earthquake bulletins or climate seasonal outlook. The
reports were then made available on the VMGD website.
The information is also very important for the neighboring
countries in the Oceania for disaster mitigation.
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Preserving Marine Ecosystem and Making Use of
ICT for Natural Disaster Preparedness.
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An interview with JICA Participant from Republic of Vanuatu
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VMGD uses the worldwide global telecom system (GTS) to
transmit weather or meteorological data to other
Meteorology Organizations in the world.

In order to reduce marine littering, Vanuatu
has banned plastic bags, so | always go out
with my shopping bag, and | am expecting
that the use of disposable plastic plates,
straws and cups meet the same regulations too, including
diapers*. | think we can go back to using cloth napkins as
we used to do in the past.
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Nature preservation and development

Vanuatu needs a large scale of development; to move out
from developing countries into developed nations, but
simultaneously we have to preserve this untouched
paradise islands. Occasionally, due to discussion happening
between people who want to move ahead and people on the
contrary position, the working process delays. Therefore,
the Environmental Protection and Conservation Department
intervenes in, and put down rules for receiving mutual
agreement. This needs effort and time for explanation
towards development, but Vanuatu is progressing steadily.

Ms. SAUL Esther is a mother of three children.

In 2014, she completed her undergraduate program on
Computer Science, accompanied by her less than-a-year
old baby in Fiji. She is hoping to see that women in Vanuatu
occupied high posts in the Government Ministries and have
a voice in the Parliament House this near future.

NXTYDRERF/ Vanuatu Synoptic Stations

ML VSRT—23>
(Sola Station - Torba)

YU RAF7RT—3v
(Pekoa Station - Sanma)

RPN YSEIFRT—30
(Saratamata Station - Penama)
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category 5%: maximum wind velocity 70m/s (250km/h)
diaper*: Its 30% to 60% is made of plastic and highly absorbent polymer.

A O/Population:

#3/about 293,000 (2018 World Bank)
¥ & = :&/Official languages:
ELaS<EE, EiE. OTURE
Bislama, English, French

RSV SRTRT—3>
(Lamap Station - Malampa)

27 INDTFIT4—ILRRT—3 R
(Baurfield Station - Shefa)

CozI7M R—k-S94S5ATF—2ay

(Port Vila Station - Shefa)

RIT7M RITANTSRRT—2ay
(Whitegrass Station - Tafea)

BT FRIVTRIYRT—3ay
(Anelghowat Station - Tafea)

S EE ¥l /Refarence materials/websites:

*Vanuatu Meteorology & Geo—Hazards Department (VMGD) website — http://www.vmgd.gov.vu

~Japan Meteorological Agency
« TOkE 7 (ecotopia)

JICA ZBEIZEITARMYEEA /AXTYY - https://www.jica.gojp/vanuatu/index.html

AXTYETIE] KFEFEFEEEDZ—(PIC) 2009.2
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