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Uchinanchu in the World

HEST4-BHE-/\TJ0-7)LtOZA
JCABHER (ZILELFUHAE)

Mr. GAVIRATI MIYASHIRO Pablo Marcelo
from Argentine Republic

About 70 percent of Japanese immigrants came from
Okinawa

In Argentina, it is said that many nikkei people have roots in
Okinawa. | am a 3"-generation nikkei and my grandfather on
my mother’s side immigrated from Haneji village in Kunigami
county in 1937, and my grandmother immigrated from Aza-
Haebaru, Ozato village, modern-day Nanjyo city to Argentina in
1949. Because of the influence of my grandparents, | became
interested in Japan and the Ryukyus. At present, | work as a
full-time lecturer at the East Asia Study Group, the Faculty of
Social Sciences, University of Buenos Aires.

Understanding cultural diversity through education

There are few textbooks and limited literature on Okinawan
culture and history that can be read in Spanish in Latin
American region, moreover as many young people sansei (3-
generation), they do not understand Japanese and that is a
major problem today. Nevertheless, Uchinanchu (Okinawan)
young people are very interested in Okinawa. They formed an
Okinawan association named “Okiryukai”, which has
successfully  performed  activities celebrating  “World
Uchinanchu Day” on October 30 each year since 2017.

As alecturer, | believe that textbooks written in Spanish should
be made more in order that Okinawan soft power can spread.

Promotion of a culture of peace and appreciation of
culture’s contribution to sustainable development

| participated in a training course “Effective use of soft power
and regional revitalization through cultivation of Okinawan
roots” in JICA Okinawa, 2019. | applied for the training, because
my goal was to contribute to the development of Okinawan
studies in Latin America through exchanges with trainees,
lecturers and workshop participants in Okinawa prefecture.
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| have learnt a lot from the course and the biggest thing for

me was Okinawan Peace Education. It is a very important
concept, because it brought not only the opportunity to study
about history such as the Battle of Okinawa, but it also made
me think about what kind of society we want for the future.

When we discussed at "The 5" Worldwide Uchinanchu
Student Summit” —was held at Meio University, we came up
with an idea entitled “Nuchi-du Takara Network” under the
theme of SDGs Goal 16: Peace, justice, and strong
institutions. The main objective is to be aware that it is not only
in Okinawa, but several horrible events as like the Battle of
Okinawa, it also occurred in the world. For instance, in
Argentina, there were 30,000 disappeared persons called
“desaparecidos” during the military government of 1976-1983,
13 of whom had Okinawan roots. So, we need to share these
experiences by learning each other’s history. Furthermore, |
think that the connection between peace and human rights is
able to express the knowledge obtained from nuchi-du takara.

For achieving that, scholars are responsible for learning from
history and always teaching about it so that we can contribute
to a peaceful and just society.

Chibariyoo shikee-nu Uchinaanchu! (Okinawan for “do your
best, Okinawans around the world!”).

Note:

Target 4=7: By 2030, ensure that all learners acquire the knowledge
and skills needed to promote sustainable development, including,
among others, through education for sustainable development and
sustainable lifestyles, human rights, gender equality, promotion of a
culture of peace and non-violence, global citizenship and appreciation
of cultural diversity and of culture’s contribution to sustainable
development.

Interview text: GAVIRATI MIYASHIRO Pablo Marcelo
Translation: E.M.
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ANDREW YANG

2019.11.22
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Vol. 237 No.1

Pain Scientists are unraveling the
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new ways to treat it.
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Puntoycoma : Audio Revista
para Mejorar tu Espafiol

No. 81 2019
DIA DE MUERTOS LA TRADICION
MEXICANA CON MAS COLOR

Habla con Efie SPA *
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