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Physical Education in Solomon Islands
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Solomon Islands is an island country, which is located in the
Western South Pacific, consists of nearly 1.000 large and small
islands. Ms. Inoue was dispatched to a teachers’ training school in
the capital, Honiara, as a member of Japan Overseas Cooperation
Volunteers, where she taught Physical Education (PE) from August
2008 to December 2009. After that she coached soft ball in a short
term program for a year. From August 2016 to November 2019, she
worked as a volunteers coordinator, whose work was to make a
decision on whether or not new volunteers should be accepted for
the needs of local people. Arranging volunteers’ living environment
was also one of her work in order that volunteering activities can be
proceeded smoothly.

-How was the situation of field of education?

In their society, it is uncommon to be employed, most of the people
depend on self-sufficiency. So they feel not much interests in
receiving education that enables them to obtain jobs. It causes a
decrease in the percentage of young people who go on to a higher
education.

Pass rates of each examination for promotion (Solomon Islands, 2016)

Children played the leading role in the UNDOKAI
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Students learning warm-up exercises in PE class
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+Elementary school — 90.7%

e Junior high school — 78.3%

+High school — 20.4%

There is no compulsory education system in Solomon Islands.
In Japan, the enroliment rate in high school has surpassed 90%
since 1974. In the year 2010, the rate increased to 98%.

Source: The Ministry of Foreign Affair of Japan Website
The Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology Website
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-How did you work as a PE volunteer?

While instructing mainly teachers, | offered PE class once a
week in some elementary and junior high schools. Then |
realized there were some things that girls were not allowed to
do. In their society, since women are not supposed to show their
leg line in front of others, the girls were wearing skirts on short-
pants even while taking exercises. Once, when | told everyone
to play leapfrog, but for the girls, jumping over boys was an
unacceptable thing. So | made programs suitable for the
students and | tried to establish the PE class, in which
everybody can participate and enjoy.

-Did you see any changes before and after the class began?

The students found out the joy of learning through the PE
class. In fact, their attendance rate increased. So in cooperation
with another Japanese volunteer and other teachers, we
decided to hold an “UNDOKAI", which is a sports day in
Japanese style, in order to make an opportunity for the students
to demonstrate their daily efforts. Soon after they began to
practice for the day spontaneously.

On that day, they competed in such as eleven-legged race by
tying ten students’ ankles together at a time. They encouraged
each other, then accomplished an event all together. The
students played the leading role in the UNDOKAI as receiving
applause and cheers from their families, and they were filled
with joy and fulfillment.

-What do you expect them or the country to be in the future?

The construction of submarine cable, linking up Sydney,
Australia, Port Moresby, Papua New Guinea and Honiara,
Solomon Islands will promote ICT development and job
creation. So | am expecting that it stimulates young people’s
willingness to learn. | hope their future, as well as Solomon
Islands, which will not only rely on overseas assistance.
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To avoid the spread of Novel Coronavirus, JICA Okinawa Library will be closed from 15t to 15" March.
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