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Goal 8 Decent work and economic growth
Learning from Okinawa
Promotion of employment of persons with disabilities

The last interview took place during her participation in a
training, “Social participation and livelihood of persons with
disabilities through a community-based inclusive approach”
at JICA Okinawa in 2018. At the interview, she told about the
employment support for intellectually differently-abled
youths. This time Ms. Sambuu tells us about her recent
challenge from the capital, Ulaanbaatar.

Since August 2019, we have been running a small workshop
together with four employed mothers with children with
disabilities and seven intellectually differently-abled youths
(IDaYs). We make two types of products, one is woolen felt
handicrafts and the other is “SAORI weaving”, which is made
by simple wooden looms from Japan.

To launch into this workshop, we had a transition program
for two years beforehand, especially for IDaYs, aiming at
comprehensive support for their independence and teaching
them that earning will make them feel happy and confident.
Paid job makes them a little economically independent, which
makes us very happy, unless low amount.

The employment rate of PWDs") is almost 20% in Mongolia,
but there is no data shown on IDaYs. | need to contribute to
improve its conditions and a negative attitude toward the
employment for IDaYs on behalf of APDC?.

In August 2019, a training on job coach was conducted in
cooperation with the “Empowerment Okinawa”, Non-Profit
Organization (NPO) for the first time in Mongolia, to let people
understand the importance of supported employment.
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| want to bring the job coach system into our country, which
can be realized by the knowledge obtained through learning
in Okinawa. Now the General Authority for Development of
People with Disabilities shows interest in job coach and
steps toward its advancement.

The employment authorities and people without disabilities
have to understand that continuous support by job coach for
IDaYs is required before and after their employment.

' Persons with disabilities
2 The Association of Parents with Differently-Abled Children
Source: the DINF Web Site | What is SAORI weaving?
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