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Mr. Hamidou Thiam is a former participant who participated in
a training course, “Strengthening of Community Health System
for Infectious Disease Control” in JICA Okinawa, 2019. This
time, as an official of the Ministry of Health, Mr. Thiam tells us
how he has been taking action against COVID-19 in Senegal.

The impacts on people’s life “The economic sector is the
most affected, in which most of the men and women are among
the informal economy. Schools and universities have been
closed since March 16, 2020. The state took measures to
establish a confinement and a curfew throughout the national
territory in order to stem the spread of the disease.”

Water supply for washing “According to the national
sanitation office, in 2018, the rate of access to drinking water
shows 98.8% in urban areas, 91% in rural areas. And the
percentages of people with access to sanitation services, which
figures 67.4% in urban areas and 42.3% in rural areas. This
data illustrates the progress made by Senegal. In addition, to
strengthen sanitation, partners* supported the country by
providing traditional hand-washing devices.”
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' Emergency food aid—one of
Senegal’s launching activities,

is concerned about an impact

on the food situation.
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Having learnt from Japan’s community-based approach
“l was involved earlier in developing a guideline to maternal and
child health in the context of COVID-19. And | am also working
on a research protocol on the territorial management. Indeed,
there was a spontaneous organization of administrative
authorities and local authorities. However, we need to
document all of these and to propose a model like Japan, which
has a very strong community commitment.”

The importance of partnership “Community health workers
are very early oriented towards the disease. They are
responsible for community surveillance and give alerts in the
event of suspected suspicious cases. They participate in
awareness raising by making a home visit.

In the end, we would like to propose to our governors a
sustainable model with a strong implication of the territorial
collectivity.”

*Partners are partnership from NGOs who are working with
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