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Ms. Walsh-Leslie participated in a training course,
“Planning and Management of Eco-Tourism in Tropical and
Subtropical Areas” in 2019 at JICA Okinawa. Afterwards
she has been working on the sustainable tourism combined
with the preservation of historical heritage in Dominica. This
time she talks about the influence of the pandemic upon the
tourism industry.

COVID-19 is taking a toll on our tourism industry. There
was a halt in visitation to Dominica since our main ports of
arrival were closed. The cruise industry has not been
operating, which was one of our biggest sources of
revenue. For the recovery of the tourism sector, the
government is promoting staycation activities, where local
people are encouraged to visit our natural heritage sites
around the island, and are urged to spend at local hotels,
as long as safety and protection of our local residents and
visitors are always priority.

After the participation in the training program, |
implemented a project for the preservation of our tourist
attractions included the rehabilitation of historical site at
Scotts Head in the south of the island. In 2017, Hurricane
Maria devastated historical structures in Scotts Head,
however we have completed the restoration of walkways
and the installation of interpretation panels so far.

In terms of eco-tourism in Dominica has improved
because of various activities such as the initiative for
climate resilient. While supporting the sustainable use of
the natural resources, | would like to help sustained
livelihood of local communities for generations to come.

Photographs provided by Melvina Walsh-Leslie
Translation: E. M.
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