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Mr. Angel Shirota is a third-generation Okinawan whose
grandparents were from Ginoza son (village) and
Nakagusuku son of Okinawa prefecture. In 2018, Mr.
Shirota participated in one of JICA’s Nikkei training
programs at Okinawa center. In this interview, Mr. Shirota
sends us a massage towards the 30" October of World
Uchinanchu Day.

Because of COVID-19, a lot of businesses have to be
closed and some people lost their jobs. However,
“Yuimaru™ is working in our community. Young people
teach elderly people how to use internet and smart phones.

During the stay-at-home period, | make online activities. |
lead one of which is called “Minato”, is an online interview
program to help Nikkei entrepreneurs. The other is “ASHIBI
ZOOM”, its purpose is to diffuse Okinawan soft power for
people of all ages. It is simple, fun and easy to understand.

Issei (first-generation) who taught Okinawan culture, arts
and history, are passing away. So programs as Okinawan
soft power help very much to learn about Uchinanchu
culture. But sometimes people do not know the reason why
they practice some Okinawan dances and songs. And
unfortunately, Uchinaguchi (Okinawan dialect) is almost
lost in Peru.

One of the strength of Uchinanchu community is
teamwork. To build a strong community, we must be united
with the culture, history and values that our ancestors
taught us living in our hearts. “Happy Uchinanchu’s Day!”

*Yuimaru is mutual aid. The word originated from lending a hand in
busy farming season in agricultural community.

Photographs: Angel Shirota
Translation: E.M.
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