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Mr. Armando Qosja from Albania participated in JICA
Okinawa’s training program, “ICT for the Improvement of
Government Capacity and Services in 2018. At that time, it
was a big impression on us that Mr. Qosja had a great
enthusiasm for Japanese literature.

The impact of coronavirus — Problems now we are facing
regarding COVID-19 is that we have increasing number of
cases day by day and no strict measures are being taken
other than the use of masks. Mask is obligatory everywhere.
If we are walking on the street, driving in the car, or entering
shopping areas and so forth, without a mask, the government
has been placing fines and penalties for us.

About the training program — The action plan that | was to
implement in my company, which was a sandbox
environment where we can test software and updating
components before they enter the main system so that we
can avoid crashes in the system. When | returned to Albania,
| presented the action plan to my company and it was well
received as an idea. However, spending nearly 5 months in
JICA Okinawa has taught me a lot not only in my professional
career, but also in my personal experience and life lessons.

Japanese culture, literature and people — Being every day
in JICA Okinawa’s facility and having access to the library, |
began to take interest in the history and culture of Japan. And
| got to know also Ichiyo Higuchi. She was an impressive
writer and poet that died at a very young age of only 25 years
old, but has left her prints in the literature. She is also
portrayed in the 5,000 yen banknote.

Albanians are very welcoming people and loyal and these
traits | also found in Japanese people. Okinawan people
welcomed me with their hospitality. | hope | meet you again
soon with a word, “Ichariba chode!”

“ICT training giving me professional skills very useful in my job”
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Ichariba chode: an Okinawan saying that means once we
meet, we become brothers and sisters.
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