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Cross-cultural understanding though book reading activities

Mr. John Thumbiko Kaunda comes from Malawi is a medical
laboratory technologist and he is learning at University of the
Ryukyus in Okinawa. After returning to Malawi, he said that he
would like to contribute to develop medical workers for the next
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Mr. John Thumbiko Kaunda

JICA Participant from Republic of Malawi
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landlocked country surrounded by Tanzania, Mozambique and
Zambia. Lake Malawi, the third-biggest lake in Africa, is the
habitat for indigenous species of fish, which is designated a

natural World Heritage site as Lake Malawi National Park in 1984.

A book titled “THE BOY WHO HARNESSED THE WIND” has
been translated in 23 countries around the world, which is a story
about a Malawian boy who performed a miracle by learning in a
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Based on the cooperation between JICA Okinawa Library and Urasoe City Library, we held an event called “Book
reading session” on Sunday, 21st February in Katarino-heya (Urasoe City Library). Mr. John Thumbiko Kaunda
participated as a member of players and he read a picture book “Dear Zoo” in Malawi’s official language, Chichewa.
And also we learnt how to pronounce Malawi’s staple food Sima (maize), traditional cuisine Chambo (fried freshwater
fish), names of vegetables sold in the capital, Lilongwe’s open market, wild animals’ names and so forth. At the end,
the children who enjoyed listening to Chichewa, told the word they just learnt “Zikomo” (thank you) with gratitude to
John san.
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JICA Okinawa Library Open Calendar

M=/Open A ~%& Monday» Friday 10 : 00~20 : 00
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