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The history of Japanese emigration to Peru dates back to
more than 100 years ago. The first emigration group
consisted of 790 Japanese civilians, boarding a ship named
Sakuramaru had left Yokohama on February 28™, 1899.
After a voyage of 16,000 kilometers, the group had arrived
at Callao, Lima, Peru on April 3, 1899.

As the initial emigration policy had planned for sending over
contract immigrant labor in sugar plantation from Japan,
about 16,000 Japanese men and 2,000 women had been
crossing over to Peru up until 1923 under the policy.

The largest number of the first group of 790 people,
accounted for 47.1% (372 persons) of Niigata prefecture,
followed by Yamaguchi (187), Hiroshima (176), and
Okayama (50).

Seven years later than other Japanese prefectures, the first
Okinawan emigration to Peru had set off in 1906. It is known
that the emigration from Okinawa showing a large number in
comparison to any other prefecture, once the record showed
925 immigrants in 1919.

Today, it is estimated that about 100,000 Japanese descent
and their descendants are living in Peru, it is the 2™ largest
number after Brazil (about 1.9milion) in Latin America.
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