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First Japan Overseas Cooperation Volunteers(JOCV) from Okinawa Prefecture
~Pioneers of international cooperation originating in Okinawa~

On June 28, a letter of appreciation was awarded in recognition of the great contribution to the project of JICA
Volunteers to Mr. Hidehiro Kinjo, Mr. Shigeru Tomimura, and Mr. Kenyu Miyahira who were dispatched from
Okinawa Prefecture for the first time as JOCV 54 years ago.

At the award ceremony, three recipients spoke about their

desire to work abroad to escape from the difficult ( Q
atmosphere as Okinawa was under the control of the US 2 : 4
military at the time, and about their recent trip to re-visiting
their host country in recent years.

JOCV in Okinawa Prefecture began with these three men,
and their efforts have been continuously carried on to this
day and into the future by those with aspirations and the
desire to promote international cooperation.
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In the front row from the left are Mr. Kinjo, Mr.Tomimura,
Mr.Miyahira.
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JICA Volunteers

JICA Volunteers are dispatched at the requests of developing countries and the Nikkei Society of Latin
American regions. They live and engage in activities together with the locals, the volunteers also contribute to
problem-solving by using the local perspective.

Since JOCV was established in 1965, a total of more than 55,000 volunteers have been active in 98 countries
around the world until today.

From Okinawa Prefecture, JOCV was dispatched to India and Laos for the first time in 1968 before the return
of Okinawa Prefecture to Japan from the US, and a total of 609 people from the prefecture have been active
as JICA Volunteers as of today.
Even now, 6 JICA Volunteers who have departed from Okinawa, are active in the world in such countries as
South Africa and Laos.
* A recruitment period for the spring of 2022 has ended.

Recruitment for JICA Volunteers is usually held twice a year in spring and autumn.

BE% The number of materials: 32,237 (as of June 20, 2022)
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