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minorities are even now calling for the same rights
and same protection as anyone else.
Understanding histories and cultures other than
our own can be the first step to disentangle people
from disadvantaged backgrounds.
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I was lucky enough to be able to join the Kenjinkai Presidents
and Uchina Goodwill Ambassadors Conference held in 2016 as
part of the event, the 6" Worldwide Uchinanchu Festival. There
| had a precious time with participants from all over the world,
but | also realized that they were facing the generation gap.
Especially in North America, “Yon-sei and go-sei (the 4" and
51 generation do not recognize themselves that they have
family roots in Okinawa”, Uchinanchu seniors said. Then a
kenjinkai president from another region explained the
importance of Okinawan dialect. She told that her mother was
the 1St generation, and she spoke to her children in
Uchinaguchi (dialect). The president said, “Okinawa-hogen
(dialect) has many beautiful words and teachings. So we
should teach them, because passing down Okinawa-hogen is
also passing down Okinawan mind to the next generation at the
same time. | would like our young people to inherit Okinawan

—RKEZEX4vy7  warm heart as well”. By a librarian
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