JICA Philippines Chief Representative BABA Takashi
Davao City Bypass Construction Project

Ceremonial Breakthrough (Northbound Tunnel)
April 28, 2025, 10:00am to 12:00nn, Davao City

» Honorable Manuel M. Bonoan
Secretary of the Department of Public Works and Highways
» Honorable Leo T. Magno
Secretary of Mindanao Development Authority
> His Excellency NAKANO Hiromasa
Minister of Land, Infrastructure, Transport and Tourism
» His Excellency ENDO Kazuya
Ambassador of Japan to the Republic of the Philippines
» Distinguished Guests,

Magandang Umaga po sa inyong lahat !
(wHvxy v=—=3 K ¥ A=av F,~v})

| am honored to join you all today at the “Ceremonial Tunnel Breakthrough
of Davao City Bypass Construction Project”. | congratulate the DPWH team led
by Secretary Bonoan, Consultants, Contractors and everyone involved in this
project. Through your working together despite challenges, we could celebrate
an achievement. According to the Tom Tom Traffic Index 20241, Davao City is the
most congested metropolitan area in the Philippines. Therefore, the completion
of this Project will be the gamechanger of the development of Davao and
Mindanao and we look forward to the day when travel time will be cut by almost

half through this project.

! Traffic Index ranking | TomTom Traffic Index



https://www.tomtom.com/traffic-index/ranking/

In addition to mitigating traffic congestion and improving logistics, this
Project is also special because not only does this Project build roads and tunnels,
but it also develops capacity on tunnel operations and maintenance (O&M) using
Japan experience and expertise. As JICA thinks not only the completion of the
infrastructure but proper O&M is the key for durability and efficient traffic flow to
achieve the project outcome, DPWH’s continued effort in this regard is highly
expected. After all, the optimal combination of hard and soft support is what |
proudly call JICA's value addition to the comprehensive development of this

country.

| understand that project implementors face obstacles, including right of
way acquisition, contract management concern, technical operation issues, and
previously, limited output due to restricted movements at the height of COVID-19
pandemic. We hope and trust that DPWH is actively and earnestly working

towards solving the current issues.

Through our joint efforts, | believe we can realize JICA's motto of a “Safe,
Reliable and Comfortable Transport for a Better Tomorrow” and the further

achievement of the “Build Better More”.

Once again, congratulations to us. Let us continue to partner together

towards the successful completion of this Project.

Magsama sama Tayo! (v 7% ~#~ £ — =) Mabuhay (=7 1) |

(Let’s be together! Long live!)



