‘Her big smile and firm handshake was enough for us to understand the lady's gratefulne:
said Mr. Flore Adviento, a JICA National :talr as he shared one his st unforgettablr—
is one of tha beneﬂc rie aof the ARMM

JICA has ahways been keen in assisting Mindanac in balancing the latter's social and economic.
stance amidst armed clashes. The Japanese Government launched the Japan-Bangs amor
Initiatives for R truction and Development (J-BIRD) since FY 200 in view of m

needs of reconstruction and development, once final peace agreement is attained in the area

Aside from the ARMM Sacial Fund, JICA's assistance for socio-economic development in the
outh includes the Mindanao Sustainable Settiement Area Dewvelopment and the Central

Mindanao Road Preject. Through thesa projects, various kinds of infrastructure such as schools,

training centers, water supply systams, and roads have been rehabilitated or constructed.

In addition to these, JICA has been conducting the Study for i nomic R
and Development of the Gonflict-

JICA likawis losely with the grassroats through its Community Empowerment Program
(CEP} that iz co-implemanted by non-governmental arganizations

Mora recently, JICA signed a grant agreement with the United Mations World Food Programme
amounting to about JPY860 million (approximately USD9.2 million) eq lent to 7,500 metnic
tons of = i
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