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2. DOH Guideline
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JICA-SMACHS Manual                                                         DOH Users' Guide

Strengthening Maternal and Child Health Services in Eastern Visayas (JICA-SMACHS-EV) 
project in March 2013 since the central office had no available materials to review neonatal 
deaths.



3. Project Inputs
With DOH's objecves of reducing maternal and neonatal mortality in CAR, the Project 
provided the DOH-CAR the following technical assistance:
 
         Assessment on the status of Maternal Death Review (MDR) implementaon in CAR;
         Adopon, reproducon and distribuon of Maternal and Neonatal Death Review        
         (MNDR) protocol of DOH-Eastern Visayas for CAR;
         Training of  trainers on  MNDR in the region;
         Creaon of review team at the following levels: (I)Inter-Local Health Zone (ILHZ),
         (ii) provincial, and (iii) regional;
         Training of MNDR team at  all levels; and
         Implementaon of MNDR at all levels. 

Leyte PHO conducng MNDR training to  
Cordillera health workers
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RESULTS
1. Inter-Local Health Zone(ILHZ)-based Review
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“One of the gaps determined during the ILHZ MNDR in Apayao Province in 
January 2014 is the insufficient number of OB consultant and doctors at Far 
North Luzon General Hospital and Training Center. In response to this, an 
addional OB consultant was hired by the hospital and 2 doctors were provided 
by the provincial government as manpower augmentaon for the OB 
department.”

Dr. Marlene Lubo, Chief of Hospital
Far North Luzon General Hospital and
Training Center/ILHZ Chairman



2. Province-based Review

İ MNÕÑ ĈÈ HÖ ŐÕÑÖ ÑŌPMPÒŎŌ ŒPMPÞŒ ŎŅ Ö MPÑǾŌMÕ MŌŇ ŌÑŎŌMPMÕ ŇÑMPO ǾÑQÒÑR  ÒŌ FĖ Ī  ČĆĈĈ-2016 

Year 2011 2012 2013 2014  2015 2016 

Number of provinces and 
city conducting maternal 
death review 

0 0 all 6 provinces 
and Baguio City 

all 6 provinces 
and Baguio City 

all 6 
provinces 
and Baguio 
City 

all 6 
provinces 
and Baguio 
City 

number of maternal 
deaths 

22 25 21 18 16 16 

number of maternal 
deaths reviewed 

0 0 11 18 16 16* 

% of maternal deaths 
reviewed 

0% 0% 52% 100% 100% 100% 

number of neonatal 
deaths 

No 
data 

No 
data 

301 265 263 137** 

number of neonatal 
deaths reviewed 

0 0 8 44 102 108 

% of neonatal deaths 
reviewed 

0% 0% 3% 17% 39% 79% 
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Implementaon status of maternal and neonatal death review in CAR 2011-2015
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Rosela Bang, midwife
Buluan, Conner, Apayao



  Follow-up trainings for all birthing service providers were conducted especially on the 
use of the partograph.

     Award system was established to both health volunteers (e.g. monetary incenve from the 
PhilHealth-Maternity Care Package reimbursement) and pregnant women (e.g. Maternity kit) 
for facility-based delivery; and

     Barangays are establishing transportaon support systems. (For details, please refer to 
“Strengthening of Service Delivery Network” booklet)

Other results at the LGU level include: 

Local Chief Execuve of Dolores, Abra Province awards a CHT member for her acve pregnancy tracking
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3. Regional Level Review

Evident benefits are:
 Obstetricians and pediatricians from Baguio General Hospital Medical Center and 

private hospitals parcipate;
    Partnerships of private and public praconers are forged;

  The experts provide technical inputs on unsolved issues at the provincial level, and 
make final diagnosis on the cause of deaths;

·    Experts update on obstetric and pediatric knowledge.
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The regional MNDR is a venue for sharing the experiences and the pracces of each province, 
and serves to provide technical advice on the clinical aspects surrounding the deaths.

Clinical updates given in the regional-level review in November, 2016



IMPACT
Maternal Mortality Rao (MMR) in CAR has declined for four consecuve years since 2012.
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RECOMMENDATIONS

The conduct of MNDR should be integrated at the Provincial Annual Plan and Inter-Local 
Health Zone Plan to ensure availability of funds, schedule, and composion of the 
Review Team at the local level as supported by the local administrave policy.

The presence/aendance of the aending physician of the case being reviewed at the 
Regional MNDR should be mandatory in order to know the gaps, learn proper 
management of their cases, and prevent future maternal and neonatal deaths.

Creaon of a MNDR Team  at the ILHZ/provincial and regional levels through a legislaon 
is important to facilitate mely review of cases. The team should at least include an OB 
and Pediatrician and other suggested members are MHO, PHO, COH, MNCHN 
coordinator and DMO at the ILHZ/provincial level. 

 Other health workers such as midwives and nurses from where the case came from 
could be invited to learn from the review and give actual tesmony regarding the case.

The conduct of MNDR should be a learning venue for all health workers to improve the 
health system rather than a fault finding session.

DOH should issue a direcve to the Provincial Review Team to strictly monitor the 
implementaon of intervenon plans cra�ed during the review. The panelists, which 
normally consist of Obstetrics and Gynecology consultants and Pediatricians 
/Neonatologists, should provide intensive discussion of the cause of the death and clinical 
updates.

Wrien feedback of the results of the regional review which include the changes in the 
final diagnosis of the reviewed case and recommendaons should be provided to the 
provinces.
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JICA-SSC Ofce, 3rd Floor
Regional Training Center
DOH-CAR, BGHMC Compound
Baguio City
Telefax: (074) 422-0239


