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two meetings in Tonga with a special focus on the outcome of
ministerial meeting,

Pacific Regional ICT Ministers’ Meeting, 18 June 2010, Nuku'alofa, Tonga

bl ATION TRIRMIIEGY TV VIR T &

'I'II,”F.”"‘fIr [-iir Wi fidf e 4 tjih} "j.“"llllﬂf:'hrlrl.‘ i ! r'i.|'|- i il

1T for deves

e Cenier, Muky alola T

Produced by: Pacific ICT Outreach Programme, Economic Development Division, Secretariat of the Pacific Community, Suva, Flji



Declaration

Pacific Regional ICT Ministers’ Meeting 2010:

Information and communication technology for development, governance and sustainable

livelihoods of Pacific communities

Pacific ministers for Information and Communication
Technology (ICT) have committed to using ICT as a key
tool for the development, governance and sustainable
livelihood of the Pacific communities.

In a declaration made at the Pacific Regional ICT
Ministers’ Meeting on 18 June in Nuku'alofa, Tonga, they

agreed to 'work together to support the advancement of

Pacific countries through improved deployment and use
of ICTs in our societies; and endorse the concept of ‘many
partners, one team in progressing a more coordinated
and coherent approach to ICT development.

Called the "Tonga Declaration, the document notes ICT
priority issues and development plans for the Pacific region.

The ministers also endorsed the Framework for Action
on ICT for Development for the Pacific and requested
Secretariat of the Pacihic Community (SPC) to coordinate
the implementation of the framework in collaboration
with University of the South Pacific (USP), and other
regional agencies and development partners. The
framework acknowledges that national ICT policies
and plans, and an integrated coordinated approach,
are the principle means of steering ICT to contribute
meaningfully to sustainable development. The framework
emphasized that the sovereignty of PICTs is paramount
and a regional framework cannot override national or
territorial decisions.

The ministers agreed that the new framework of action
should be reviewed before mid-2013, with a Pacific
[C'T ministers’ meeting to be convened after the review
lo consider the findings and provide direction to the
implementation of the framework.

Ministersalso requested that SPC work with USP, development
partners and Pacific [sland countries and territories (PICTs)
to develop a three year rolling Pacific Regional ICT Strategic
Action Plan (PRISAP) that will be updated annually and to
report back on targets set in the framework.

The ministers acknowledged the important role of 1CT
in meeting the Millennium Development Goals and
recalled Resolution 64/187 of the UN General Assembly,
which highlighted the importance of partnerships with
stakeholders in enhancing access to ICT and its potential
to provide new solutions to development challenges.

They noted that the Pacific Plan provides a basis for
regional cooperation and integration between Forum
countries and considered the unique challenges faced by
Pacific small island developing states and territories in
establishing ICT systems

Other documents taken into account at the meeting
included the Wellington Declaration of the 2006 Pacific
[slands Forum Communications Ministers meeting,
the 2009 Pacific ICT Ministerial Forum Communiqué
that was endorsed by Pacific member states of the
[nternational Telecommunication Union (ITU), and the
Cairns Communiqueé.

Prior to the ministerial meeting, ICT government officials
met from 16-17 June (also in Nuku'alofa) to discuss
the issues at length and prepare recommendations for
consideration at the Pacific Regional ICT Ministers
meeting on 18 June.

The ofhicials’ meeting addressed important ICT issues such
as partnerships and coordination; policy, legislation and
regulatory frameworks; capacity building; infrastructure
and access; international connectivity; cyber security
and ICT applications; and the review of the Pacific Plan
Digital Strategy.

Over 100 attended the officials’ and
ministers meetings, including ministerial and official
representatives from 20 PICTs, representatives of the
Council of Regional Organisations in the Pacific (CROP)
agencies and development partners.

part icip;mth

The meeting was organised by SPC’s Economic Development
Division, in collaboration with the Tongas Ministry of
Information and Communications with funding support
trom the European Union through the African, Caribbean
and Pacific Group of States (ACP Group).




Princess Royal supports
new ICT policy framework for the Pacific

The Kingdom of Tonga pledged its support to moving ICT development forward in the region, with
emphasis on the role of technology in promoting economic growth and improving education and

health standards.

Speaking at the opening of the meeting of Pacific Regional
Information and Communication Technology Ministers
in Tonga, Her Royal Highness, Princess Salote Mafilelo
Pilolevu Tuita, said she supported the vision behind the
implementation of The Framework for Action on ICT for
Development in the Pacific. Her Royal Highness stressed
the importance of ensuring that ICT solutions are targeted
al dL'hit.‘\'i!lg benefits for people, especially in schools and
health tacilities.
supporting her call, Dr Jimmie Rodgers, Director
General of the Secretariat of the Pacific Community
(SPC), challenged the meeting to leave a legacy for future
generations,

"I am sure you will agree with me that we would like to
be remembered as the generation of leaders that took
decisions that will help provide the benefits of 1CT to all
Pacific Island peop

e, especially in the areas of education
and health, improved governance and new opportunities
lor sustainable livelihoods,” Dr Rodgers said.

He said that the success of the meeting would not be
measured by the agreement on a new framework, which
was only the beginning of the journey. Ultimately, it
would be measured by the positive impacts and outcomes
enjoyed by Pacific people in the future as a result of the
decisions taken now.

Her Roval Highness, Princess Salote Mafileo Piloleva Tuita

“For a long time, the region has been short-changed
in 1CT development, mostly due to the dominance of
monopolies. Poor access 1o communication technology
because of prohibitive pricing or just simply lack of
coverage has undermined opportunities for socio-
economic development in many countries. The increasing
liberalisation of the telecommunication sector in much of
the region is a welcome development and we have already
seen the beneficial impact of such policies in some

countries,” Dr Rodgers said.

The new framework provides a coordinated mechanism
that will bring together all the different stakeholders in
[CT and put in place a reporting mechanism based on one
implementation plan and one monitoring and reporting
plan for all partners in the ICT sector.

Dr Rodgers said the framework also allowed for lateral
thinking including, for instance, the convening of a joint
ministerial meeting on ICT, energy and transport to
enable cooperative tlt.'l..'ihi“l%lﬂ'-.lkillj.{ across the sectors
that drive economic development in the region. An
opportunity for such a meeting in 2011 will be discussed
with members and partners in the next few months.

speaking at the Pacific Regional ICT Ministers’ Meetina
| !




Easter Bruce

Director Infarmation

lechnology

Ir.FE.'I.fL'I.'.I'FHF'J’II' of informalion
e lgle .r,r'J'r,'a ommunications
Technology

Areri an samaoil

lohn Tagabuel

Deputy Secretary for Publi
MHealth

Department of Fublic Mealth

Commonwealth of the
Northern Mariana Island!

SPC:

a(PS

SECAETARIAT ©F THE PACIFIC COMMUNITY
SECRETRAIAT GENERAL DE LA COMMUNAUTE D) PRCIFICHIE

Hon. Apii Piho
Miniistet

Ministey of Justice, Health,
Internal Affairs, Youth and
Spaorts, Non Government
Organisations

HE Bruce Hunt

Jil.'“'ij.li ommisisionear 1o 100010

AUsStralig

Hon, Francis timai

Minister

ﬂ'-—*;;.:: timent ol T';J'l'-.ri'- rleitic

Communications ana
Inrrasrrucrure

Federated States QF Microf

{ .:..j. Ju.',;u,‘,‘«.

Pacific Regional Information & Communication Technology (ICT)

Ministers’ meeting

I8 June 2010

Nuku'alofa, Tonga

ICT for development, governance and sustainable livelihoods

Tonga Declaration

We, the representatives of the Countries and Territories at this meeting in Nuku'alofa, [onga:

Noting the important role of ICT in meeting the Millennium
Development Goals (MDGis);

Recalling the Resolution 64/187 of the UN General Assembly, of
21 December 2009 recognising the importance of partnerships
with all relevant stakeholders in enhancing access 1o [CT and that
[CT has the potential to provide new solutions to development
challenges;

Recognising the unique challenges faced by Pacitic Small Island
Developing States and Territories in ICT development;

Noting that the Pacific Plan as endorsed by the Forum Leaders
Meeting in Madang, Papua New Guinea in October 2005
provides a framework for strengthening regional cooperation and
integration between Forum countries;

Recalling the Wellington Declaration of the 2006 Pacific Islands
Forum Communications Ministers meeting set priorities and
identified challenges to be addressed in implementing the Digital
slralegy;

Recalling the 2009 Pacific ICT Ministerial Forum Communique
that was endorsed by the International Telecommunication Union
(I'T'U) Pacific member states;

Acknowledging the important role of development partners in
progressing ICT development in the Pacific region;

Noting that Forum Leaders requested in their Cairns Communique
that the Digital Strategy, an essential component of the Pacific
Plan. be reviewed and revised:

Acknowledging the review of the Digital Strategy by the Pacihic
Islands Forum Secretariat (PIFS);

Acknowledging the development of the Framework for Action
on ICT for Development for the Pacific by the Secretariat of the
Pacific Community (SPC) in partnership with Council of Regional
Organisations in the Pacific (CROP) agencies and development
partners;
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Declare that we;

Are committed to using ICT as a key tool for the
development, governance and sustainable livelihood of the
]'*t‘n]!lt.' of our countries;

Recognise that while ICTs have enormous pnlunlial for
SOCID-eCOoONOMmMIC dcvulupnwnl, 1]11:3.; pose l'l%kh Oy Oour
communities that need to be carefulls managed:

Will work tagether to support the advancement of Pacihic
countries through improved deployment and use of ICTs in
our societies; and

Endorse the concept of ‘many partners, one team’ in
progressing a more coordinated and coherent approach to
ICT development,
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Accordingly, we:

(1)

(11)

(111)

(1v)

(V)

(vi)

Endorse the recommendations in the Pacific Regional IC]
Ofhicials’ Meeting Report and Outcomes:

Endorse the Framework for Action on [CT o1
DL“CL'II.IPI'I'H..'I'II for the Pacific;

Request SPC to work with USP, PICTs and developmeni
partners to develop the three year rolling Strategic Action
Plan that will be updated annually, and to report back on
largets set in the framework, and outline upcoming 1CT
activities in the region;

Request SPC to coordinate the implementation of the
framework in collaboration with USP, and other CROP
agencies and development partners;

Agree that the Framework be reviewed before mid-2013; and
Agree to convene a Pacific ICT Ministers' meeting after the
review to consider the hindings and provide direction to

the implementation of the Framework.,

I8 June 2010
Nuku'alofa, Tonga
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Regional framework to complement national ICT policies

18 Jun 2010, Nuku'alofa, Tonga ---- A new framework for the development of ICT in the Pacific was
discussed at the Pacific Regional Information and Communication officials meeting in Tonga.
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The framework follows on from the Pacific Plan Digital
Strategy and will complement existing national plans, said
Dr Jimmie Rodgers, Director-General of the Secretariat
of the Pacific Community (SPC).

“The Framework for Action on ICT for Development in
the Pacific provides a guide on how we at the regional and
international level fit into national ICT plans. We know
that ICT is heavily driven by the private sector and as such,
commercial interests have tended to overshadow national
development objectives and goals,” Dr Rodgers said.

Using a ‘'many partners one team’ approach, the framework
will give stakeholders opportunities to harness their collective
resources to further extend ICT outreach to communities
and enhance prospects for sustainable livelihoods,

“What the framework aims to do is provide a coordinated
mechanism that bring together the different
stakeholders and put in place a reporting mechanism

will

based on one implementation plan and one monitoring
and reporting framework that involves all partners in the
ICT sector.”
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It such a plan is agreed on and implemented, then ‘three
years from now instead of having various stakeholders
reporting on individual initiatives and projects, we'll have
one report on the progress, status and development of
ICT in Pacific Island countries and territories that clearly
identifies how our partners’ contributions have assisted
individual countries from a financing or technical
advisory perspective,” Dr Rodgers said.

The tramework, which has seven themes and 12 guiding
principles, focuses on developing and improving ICT
services to support development and governance and
create new livelihood opportunities for communities in
the Pacific.

The principles cover ICT policy direction; funding
decisions and support for the implementation of national
policies and plans; leadership, governance, coordination
and partnerships; legislation and regulatory frameworks;
capacity building; 1CT and access,
including connectivity and cyber security; and ICT
applications and financing, monitoring and evaluation.
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