
BACKGROUND OF THE PROJECT
The Government of the Republic of Mozambique places great 
importance on promoting national and foreign direct investment. 
This is clearly indicated as one of the priority strategic objectives 
in the government’s 5-year Development Plan (2015-2019).

The aggregate amount of general direct investment excluding 
SEZs/IFZs approved during a period of 2012 - 2016 reached 
USD 17.4 billion while that of SEZs and IFZs ran into USD 2.8 
billion. In order to respond to the increasing investment, further 
improvement of APIEX’s services was deemed necessary. 
To meet such needs, Mozambique and Japan agreed on the 
implementation of a technical assistance project by the latter. 

In March, 2016, the Japan International Cooperation Agency 
(JICA), primary governmental agency responsible for technical 
cooperation of Japanese ODA, launched “Project for Enhancing 
Investment Promotion and Facilitation” by sending a team of 
experts to engage in the capacity development of APIEX.

INSTITUTIONS INVOLVED IN PEPIP
The implementation of PEPIP is ensured by a 
set of specialised institutions, as shown below:

1|   Investment and Exports Promotion Agency (APIEX)
2|   Zambeze Valley Development Agency (AdZ)
3|   Agricultural Development Fund (FDA)
4|   Mozambique Tourism Authority (INATUR)
5|   Directorate for Support to Private Sector
6|   Mozambique Revenue Authority (AT)
7|   National Hydrocarbons Company (ENH)
8|   National Petroleum Institute (INP)
9|   Institute for Promotion of Small and Medium 

Enterprises (IPEME)
10|   National Institute for Quality Standardisation (INNOQ)
11|   National Institute of Employment & Professional 

Training & Labor Studies (IFPLAC)
12|   Confederation of Economic Associations of 

Mozambique (CTA)
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2016 2015 2014 2013 2012 total
Energy 3239 254.3 3493
Industry 323 646 339 1613 390.7 3312
Service 422 477 810 491.7 506 2707
Transport & Communication 83 76 684 590 1234.2 2668
Agriculture & Agro-industry 86 102 637 878 236.4 1939
Tourism & Hotel 209 163 598 370 323.8 1664
Construction & Public Works 15 310 276 277.8 136.2 1015
Fishery 11 513 3 1 528
Bank & Insurance 3 6 129.4 138

1,152 1774 7102 4223.5 3212
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OBJECTIVE AND OUTPUTS OF THE PROJECT

The expected outputs of the Project are threefold as 
presented in the figure below.

SERVICES OFFERED BY APIEX

APIEX was created out of the merger of three institutions 
– Investment Promotion Centre (CPI), Office of Economic 
Zones for Accelerated Development (GAZEDA) and 
Institute for the Promotion of Exports (IPEX).

APIEX has the following mandates:
❚	 To develop and implement actions aimed at 

promoting and managing processes for national  
and/or foreign private and public investments;

❚	 To establish, develop and manage Special Economic 
Zones (SEZs) and Industrial Free Zones (IFZs);

❚	 To promote the national export.

1| 	 Improvement of the 
Business Environment

2| 	Promotion of Capacity 
Building and Institutional 
Development

3|	Promotion and Development 
of National Entrepreneurship

4| 	Identification of Target 
Markets for Investment 
Promotion

5| 	Improvement and 
Diversification of  
Investment Opportunities

1. Amount of Approved Projects excluding SEZs and IFZs (by sector)
(Aggregate amount from 2012 to 2016 (Unit: USD Million))

OVERALL GOAL
National and foreign direct investment is increased

PROJECT PURPOSE
Capacity for investment promotion and 

facilitation is enhanced

ISSUES CONFRONTING MOZAMBIQUE

Investment Trends
Mozambique has seen an upward trend in the influx of largescale 
investment projects (mega projects) since the mid-1990s. Investment 
trends in recent years, however, suggest an increase in non-mega projects. 
This highlights the increasing importance of APIEX’s performance, which is 
the main promoter of non-mega investment projects.

Business Environment
The World Bank’s Doing Business Index 2017 ranked Mozambique at 
137rd of 190 economies around the world and 12th among 47 sub-
Saharan African countries included in the study. In order to improve 
the overall business environment of the country, investment facilitation 
in dealing with government authorities other than APIEX to ensure the 
smooth processing of issuing business licenses and permits also needs 
to be addressed as a high priority.

APIEX’s Capacity Development
The increasing number of investment projects has put pressure on 
the Government of Mozambique to enhance the capacity of APIEX, a 
core government agency to lead investment and export promotion and 
facilitation. APIEX needs to be better resourced in terms of improved work 
processes, information management system and skilled human resources.

INVESTMENT PROMOTION STRATEGY (PEPIP) 

PEPIP stands for National Strategy for Investment Promotion and 
aims to boost investment in Mozambique. PEPIP 2017-2019 is 
now under preparation. PEPIP prescribes a set of objectives and 
actions for the promotion and attraction of investment.

The 5 strategic pillars adopted in PEPIP:

DATA OF INVESTMENT APPROVAL

OUTPUT 1
Investment 
promotion 

activities are 
improved

OUTPUT 2
Operations for investment 

approval, business licensing 
support and investment 

monitoring become smooth 
and effective

OUTPUT 3
PEPIP 

implementation 
is advanced 

through 
facilitation

EXAMPLES OF INVESTMENTS

DESCRIPTION 		  YEAR	 COUNTRY	 SECTOR	 VALUE
120 Megawatt Gas Power station		  2016 	 South Africa/Mozambique	 Energy	 $200Mil
290 Room Hotel		  2016	 China/Mozambique	 Tourism	 $250Mil
Cement Factory Construction 		  2014	 Brazil	 Industry	 $120Mil
Farming algae, sorghum, various agriculture products   	 2014	 South Africa	 Agriculture	 $450Mil
Coal Terminal at Nacala Port		  2012	 Brazil	 Infrastructure	 $773.9Mil
Coal Mine 		  2011	 Brazil	 Mining	 $170.6Mil
Aluminium Smelter		  2001	 Japan/Australia/South Africa 	 Manufacturing	 $900Mil
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Construction 1,573                                
Industry 1,278                                
Commercial & Service 274                                    
Hotel & Tourism 126                                    
Agro-Industry 23                                      
Health 8                                        
Transport 1                                        
Total 3,285                                

27
MBFI-Mozambique Bio-Fuel 

Industries, Limitada

Producao agricola e 
processamento de algodao, soja, 
milho e girassol, bem como o 
Transport nacional e 

Agro-Industry Mocambique (25%) RSA (75%) 18/12/2014
7,200,000.00                        

29 MOCOTEX,S.A

Producao agricola e 
processamento de algodao, soja, 
milho e girassol, bem como o 
Transport nacional e 
internacional de carga.

Agro-Industry ___

99% Ilhas Virgens 
Britanicas e 1% 
Republica da Africa 
do Sul

12/9/2014

15,925,784.00                       
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3. Amount of Approved Projects in SEZs and IFZs (by sector)
(Aggregate amount from 2012 to 2016 (Unit: USD Million))

country % USD

1 Portugal 83% 3,248,700$                Country Amount
2 South Africa 49% 1,666,000$                UAE 788              
3 Portugal 5% 55,000$                     Brazil 740              

Spain 5% 55,000$                     China 691              
4 UAE 99% 4,950,000$                Portugal 209              
6 Brazil 80% 619,172,809$            Virgin Islands 157              
7 Portugal 100% 8,004,231$                USA 71                
8 Portugal 100% 4,086,289$                Tanzania 51                

10 Portugal 100% 1,000,000$                Bahrain 50                
11 portugal 100% 1,000,000$                Mauritias 38                
13  Virgin Islands 100% 117,445,355$            Japan 25                
16 Portugal 50% 500,000$                   Others 53
17 Brazil 40% 166,000$                   India 21,325         
18 China 100% 30,000,000$              SA 13,095         
20 Portugal 35% 6,934,035$                UK 4,960           
21 China 100% 36,828,136$              Singapore 3,445           
22 Portugal 100% 3,000,000$                France 2,710           
23 China 100% 500,000,000$            Zimibabwe 2,500           
24 China 100% 1,000,000$                Madagascar 1,675           
25 South Africa 80% 651,585$                   Spain 970              
26 India 100% 1,621,060$                Isle of Man 600              
27 Portugal 85% 34,000,000$              Belize 495           

1,375,384,199$       Canada 420              
1 Portugal 5% 416,919$                   Italy 336              
2 Tanzania 70% 21,476,000$              Switzerland 41                

 India 30% 9,204,000$                Norway 4                   
3 Canada 30% 420,000$                   

Italy 24% 336,000$                   
4 Mauritias 80% 4,000,000$                
5 Portugal 100% 4,155,500$                
6 Portugal 100% 768,055$                   
7 Portugal 100% 3,382,846$                
8 Spain 80% 915,688$                   

Portugal 20% 228,922$                   
9 Portugal 100% 592,636$                   

10 Portugal 100% 1,672,956$                
11 Portugal 100% 556,400$                   
13 Portugal 100% 763,607$                   
14 Portugal 100% 1,000,000$                
15  Virgin Islands 98% 24,238,649$              

Belize 2% 494,666$                   
16 France 80% 1,760,000$                
19 Portugal 100% 449,413$                   
20 Portugal 100% 2,937,500$                
21 Portugal 100% 6,600,000$                
22 Portugal 100% 26,504,840$              
23 Portugal 100% 1,361,439$                

Total 2012
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