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2. Gulf Province 

 

General information/Overview 

 

1. Location 

Gulf Province is located on the south coast of the mainland of PNG; Gulf of Papua. There are six major 

rivers that flows into one large delta of islands, swamps and channels and dominated by limestone. 

           Provincial Administration Centre: 

           Land area:  

           Population:  

           Number of District: 

          Number of Local Level Governments (LLGs):    

Kerema 

3, 471, 860 ha 

158, 197 (2011) 

2 (Kerema, Kikori) 

10 LLGs 

 

2. Forest Information  

Forest Area: 3, 246, 068 ha 

  
Provincial Tree 

The provincial tree is ‘Sandalwood’ (scientifically known as Santalum macgregorii) and is commonly 

found in seasonally dry, evergreen savannah woodlands and grasslands, with occasional occupation of 

riparian semi-deciduous thickets and rainforest habitats.   

 

Significance of Provincial tree:  

It is highly valued for its fragrant heartwood oils which are highly sought after by the world markets 

for cosmetics and religious uses/occasions and one of the precious non-timber forest products. 

Sandalwood is a rare species and can only be found in 3 provinces in the Southern region of PNG. The 

local people plant the tree around the houses as ornaments and to mark/demarcate boundaries while 

allowing it to mature for future monetary benefits.  
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Scientific name: 
Santalum macgregorii 

Family: 
Santalaceae 

Common Name/Trade name: 
  Sandalwood 

 
Description  
A small to medium sized tree and a multi-stemmed with short, crooked boles with open crowns. Outer 
bark is rough, moderately tessellated bark. Inner bark yellow to red, under bark is pale yellow to white.  
Leaves: light green leaves in opposite pairs that tend to be drooping Flowers: small with four greenish-
white/pink flower parts. Fruit/Seed; fruit is green when immature and red when it matures. Seeds: 
single seed; smooth and light brown.  
   

Tree Bark Leaf/Leaves 
 

 
Source: 
http://phytoimages.siu.edu/imgs/parama
n1/r/Santalaceae_Santalum_macgregorii_
76930.html  
 

 

   
 
Source: 
http://www.phytoimages.siu.edu/imgs/par
aman1/r/Santalaceae_Santalum_macgrego
rii_77007.html  
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Source: 
http://www.phytoimages.siu.edu/imgs/paraman1
/r/Santalaceae_Santalum_macgregorii_77007.htm
l  
 
 
 
 

 
Note:    
 
Short description was from a different 
source. 
 
Source:  a). Flowering shoot 
http://phytoimages.siu.edu/imgs/parama
n1/r/Santalaceae_Santalum_macgregorii_
76990.html 

 
Source: a) Fruit  
Page T, Sandalwood seed collection & 
preparation, Technical note, ACAIR (2017) 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Flower Fruit/Seed 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Source: 
http://www.fiapng.com/Nursery_techniqu
es.pdf 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Source: 
http://www.fiapng.com/Nursery_techniques.pdf 
 

a). 

b). 

a). 

b). 
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3. Central Province 

 

General information/Overview 

 

1. Location 

Central Province is located in the south coast of mainland of PNG, it shares the border with Northern 

(Oro) Province, the rugged Owen Stanley Range. 

           Provincial Administration Centre: 

           Land area:  

           Population:  

           Number of District: 

       Number of Local Level Governments (LLGs):    

Konedobu (Port Moresby) 

2, 955, 783 ha 

269, 756 (2011) 

4 (Abau, Goilala, Kairuku-Hiri, Rigo) 

13 LLGs 

 

2. Forest Information  

Forest Area: 2, 503, 069 ha 

  
Provincial Tree 

The provincial tree is ‘Rosewood’ (scientifically known as Pterocarpus indicus) and is commonly found 

in Low Altitude Forest on Plains and Fans 

  

Significance of Provincial tree:   

It is a valuable hard wood species (durability and quality; colour) and is a banned species for export in 

round log form but can be processed (timber) for domestic use and export as well.  Rosewood is used 

by the people of Central to make kundu drums (traditional instrument) which is mainly used in 

traditional dances/singsing during bride price (ceremony where the groom’s family give food or 

traditional money to the bride’s family) and other special occasions. It is also used for carvings and 

other artefacts by the people. The sap is used as herbal remedy/medicine for coughs. 
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Scientific name: 
Pterocarpus indicus 

Family: 
Fabaceae 

Common Name/Trade name: 
 Rosewood 

 
Description  
A large canopy tree with crooked or straight cylindrical bole and has a buttress.   Outer bark is brownish 
grey, rough, scaly or flaky. Inner bark blaze white or slightly pink and dark red sticky sap. Leaves: 
compound pinnate (two or more pairs of leaflets), upper surface of leaf is green and underneath is pale 
green. Flower: l yellow or yellowish orange flower. Fruit: winged, flattened green when immature, 
brown when mature. Seeds:  one to four seeds and winged (fruit with a thickened central seed-bearing 
part and a surrounding stiff membranous wing); easily dispersed by the wind. 
 

Tree Bark Leaf/Leaves 

 
Source: 
http://tropical.theferns.info/viewtropical.
php?id=Pterocarpus+indicus  
 
 
  
  

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Source: 
https://www.google.com/search?q=pteroc
arpus+indicus+bark&tbm=isch&source  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Photo source: KDamas, Senior Botanist, FRI, 
Lae, Morobe Province 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Source: 
http://tropical.theferns.info/viewtropical.php?id=
Pterocarpus+indicus  

 
Note:   
Short description was from the 
PNG Plant database website (link 
below) 
 
http://www.pngplants.org/PNGtr
ees/TreeDescriptions 
 
 
 

 

Flower Fruit/Seed 

 
Source: 
https://www.dreamstime.com/stock-
image-pterocarpus-indicus-blooming-tree-
image40129141  

 
Photo source: KDamas, Senior Botanist, FRI, Lae, 
Morobe Province 
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4. Milne Bay Province 

 

General information/Overview 

 

1. Location 

Milne Bay Province is southeast of mainland of PNG; it covers the eastern part of the island of New 

Guinea and as well consist number of large to smaller islands. The landforms of the province from the 

mainland to the islands consist of mountain ranges, coastal plains, floodplains, limestone and coral 

atolls. 

           Provincial Administration Centre: 

           Land area:  

           Population:  

           Number of District: 

 

          Number of Local Level Governments (LLGs):    

Alotau 

1, 416, 666 ha 

276, 512 (2011) 

4 (Alotau, Esa’ala, Kiriwinia-Goodenough, 

Samarai- Murua) 

16 LLGs 

 

2. Forest Information  

Forest Area: 1, 024, 130 ha 

  
Provincial Tree 

The provincial tree is ‘Ebony’ (scientifically known as Diospyros maritima) and it is commonly found in 

Low Altitude Forest on Plains and Fans.   

  

Significance of Provincial tree:  

It is a hard wood species, however it is a banned species and not exported in round log form but it is 

harvested for local use (carved into wooden products). 

Ebony is dominant on the islands of Milne Bay and is an important species for the province. 

Traditionally, the locals used it mainly to carve quality carvings, paddles, furniture & other artefacts. 

The artefacts are sold is a source of revenue for the local people and given as gifts to other people, 

guests or dignitaries during special occasions. 
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Scientific name: 
Diospyros maritima 

Family: 
Ebenaceae 

Common Name/Trade name:  
Ebony 

 
Description  
A tree which grows up to 15 metres in height and has a crooked bole. Outer bark is smooth greyish 
brown and flaking off in scales. Leaves: simple, alternate, upper surface glossy dark green and beneath is 
green. Flowers:  male and female flowers on separate plant, small creamy yellow. Fruit: green-yellow 
berry when immature then turns orange-red when it matures (ripens). Seeds:  have 7-8 seeds which are 
glossy blackish brown in colour.  
  

Tree Bark Leaf/Leaves 
 

 
Source: 
 
https://www.monaconatureencyclop
edia.com/diospyros-
maritima/?lang=en  

 
 

 
Source:  
 
https://www.monaconatureencyclopedia.
com/diospyros-maritima/?lang=en 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
Source:  
 
http://tropical.theferns.info/viewtropical.php?id=Diosp
yros+maritima 
 
 
 
 

 
Note:   
Short description was from 
different source.  
 
 
 

 

Flower Fruit/Seed 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Source:  
 
https://www.naturalmedicinefacts.info/pl
ant/diospyros-maritima.html 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Source:  
 
http://tropical.theferns.info/viewtropical.php?id=Diosp
yros+maritima 
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5. Oro (Northern) Province 

 

General information/Overview 

 

1. Location 

Oro (Northern) Province is located on the north coast of mainland of PNG, the Owen Stanley Range 

forms the southern border with Central Province. The province also shares part its border with Morobe 

Province; coastal floodplains and the Kumusi River. 

           Provincial Administration Centre: 

           Land area:  

           Population:  

           Number of District: 

          Number of Local Level Governments (LLGs):    

Popondetta 

2, 263, 371 ha 

186, 309 (2011) 

2 (Ijivitari, Sohe) 

8 LLGs 

 

2. Forest Information  

Forest Area: 1, 619, 404 ha 

  
Provincial Tree 

The provincial tree is ‘Okari’ (scientifically known as Terminalia kaernbachii) and it is commonly found 

in Low Altitude Forest on Plains and Fans.  

 

Significance of Provincial tree:  

 It is a hard wood species which is one of the species exported in round log form. It is one of the popular 

nuts among the local population for its tasty and delicious flavor. The nuts are highly sought and it 

provides a source of revenue for the sellers.  
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Scientific name: 
Terminalia kaernbachii 

Family: 
Combretaceae 

Common Name/Trade name: 
 Okari /Red-brown Terminalia 

 
Description  
A small sub-canopy tree with cylindrical bole and has a buttress. Outer bark is grey and smooth, Leaf; 
simple, upper surface is green and underneath is green to red (covered with brownish red hairs). Flower:  
small pale green-white   Fruit: slightly oval in shape, green when immature and turns red when it 
matures (ripens). 
 

Tree Bark Leaf/Leaves 
 

 
  
Source: 
https://toptropicals.com/pics/garden/
m2/2005/0/PICT0650Terminalia_kaern
bachii_TA.jpg  

 
Source: 
https://singapore.biodiversity.online/speci
es/P-Angi-003328?imageId=0  

 
Source: 
https://singapore.biodiversity.online/species/P-Angi-
003328?imageId=0 
 
 
 

Note:   
Short description was from the 
PNG Plant database website 
(link below) 
 
http://www.pngplants.org/PNG
trees/TreeDescriptions 
 
 
 

 

Flower Fruit/Seed 

 
Source: 
https://toptropicals.com/pics/garden/m1/
Podarki_15/Terminalia_kaernbachii_1_MK
h.jpg  

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Source: 
http://www.fiapng.com/Nursery_techniques.pdf 
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6. Southern Highlands Province 

 

General information/Overview 

 

1. Location 

Southern Highlands Province is located on the central west of the highlands of PNG and consists of 

mountain ranges, valleys, hills, plains and swamps. 

           Provincial Administration Centre: 

           Land area:  

           Population:  

           Number of District: 

           

Number of Local Level Governments (LLGs):    

Mendi 

1, 504, 751 ha 

510, 449 (2011) 

5 (Ialibu-Pangia, Imbonggu, Kagua-Erave,  

Mendi-Munihu, Nipa-Kutubu)  

19 LLGs 

 

2. Forest Information  

Forest Area: 1, 027, 622 ha 

  
Provincial Tree 

The provincial tree is ‘PNG Oak 10   (scientifically known as Castanopsis accuminatissima) and is 

commonly found in Lower Montane forest and Montane forest.  

 

Significance of Provincial tree:  

It is a hardwood species and valuable for various uses such as timber for homes, footbridges, furniture, 

etc. The nuts are used as food source.  

Sap from the bark has medicinal properties used for herbal remedy.   The leaves are used as 

decorations for special occasions such as cultural dances and as well burnt to repel insects. The tree is 

planted around the homes as ornaments and the edible mushroom can be gathered on the stem/trunk 

of the dead wood. 

 

 
                                                           
10  Southern Highlands and Western Highlands Provinces have nominated C. accuminatissima as their provincial trees. One 

of these provinces will have to select a different tree species in the later version of this report.    
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Scientific name: 
Castanopsis accuminatissima 

Family: 
Fagaceae 

Common Name/Trade name: 
PNG Oak 

 
Description  
A large canopy tree with markedly fluted straight bole. Outer bark grey or pale brown, rough, fissured 
and cracked. Inner bark red or pale brown, fibrous with non-sticky colourless sap. Leaves: simple, upper 
surface is green and lower is pale green or brownish green. Flowers: male and female flowers on the 
same plant. Small pale yellow, green or brown (pale fawn-coloured) flowers.  Fruit/Seed- small brown 
nut with a single seed. 
 

Tree Bark Leaf/Leaves 

 
Source: 
https://www.123rf.com/photo_46757006
_fresh-green-leaves-of-castanopsis-
trees.html?fromid=WEpHMFpyU2dVSzda
MDBDM2JvVEI3dz09  
 

 

  
Source 
http://www.pngplants.org/PNGtrees/Tree
Descriptions/Castanopsis_acuminatissima_
Bl_A_DC.html  
 
 
 
 
  

 

  
 Source 
http://www.pngplants.org/PNGtrees/TreeDescript
ions/Castanopsis_acuminatissima_Bl_A_DC.html  
 

 
Note:    
 
Short description was from the PNG Plant 
database website (link below)  
 
Source: 
http://www.pngplants.org/PNGtrees/Tree
Descriptions/Castanopsis_acuminatissima
_Bl_A_DC.html  
 
 
 
 

 

Flower Fruit/Seed 

  
Source:  
https://memim.com/castanopsis-
acuminatissima.html  

 
Source:  
http://www.biotik.org/laos/species/c/casa
c/casac_07_en.html 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Source:  
https://www.flickr.com/photos/jackforest/235462
58383/in/photostream/ 
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