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7. Eastern Highlands Province 

 

General information/Overview 

 

1. Location 

Eastern Highlands Province is located in the central highlands of mainland of PNG, has mountain ranges 

of 3, 500 metres (a.s.l) such as Mt. Michael and as well floodplains, plains and fans and valleys. 

           Provincial Administration Centre: 

           Land area:  

           Population:  

           Number of District: 

           

Number of Local Level Governments (LLGs):    

Goroka  

1, 114, 676 ha 

579, 825 (2011) 

8 (Daulo, Goroka, Henganofi, Kainatu, Lufa, 

Obura-Wonenara, Okapa, Unggai-Bena) 

13 LLGs 

 

2. Forest Information  

Forest Area: 655, 720 ha 

  
Provincial Tree 

The provincial tree is ‘Nothofagus’ (scientifically known as Nothofagus grandis) and is commonly found 

in Lower Montane to Montane forest. 

 

Significance of Provincial tree:  

It is a hardwood species and used for various uses such  as timber for homes and the bark is prepared 

and used for the flooring. The leaves are used for decorations for special occasions such as cultural 

dances and as well burnt to repel insects.  

 

 

 

 

 

- 59 -



 

 

 

 

Scientific name: 
Nothofagus grandis 

Family: 
Nothofagaceae 

Common Name/Trade name: 
Nothofagus 

 
Description  
A large canopy tree with markedly fluted bole, outer bark is brownish grey or dark brown and inner bark 
blaze pink or red, slightly fibrous and no sap. Leaf; simple, upper surface of leaf is green (glossy) and 
underneath is pale green. Flowers are single; both male and female flowers on the same plant and 
orange (male). Fruit is red or brown nut and has a single seed. 
 

Tree Bark Leaf/Leaves 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Photo courtesy: Andasua W (2019), Area 
Office, Highlands, Eastern Highlands 
Province   

 

      
   
Source:  
http://www.pngplants.org/PNGtrees/Tree
Descriptions/Nothofagus_grandis_Blume.h
tml 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
  

  
 
Source: 
http://www.pngplants.org/PNGtrees/TreeDescript
ions/Nothofagus_grandis_Blume.html 
 

 
Note:    
 
Short description was from the PNG Plant 
database website (link below)  
 
 
http://www.pngplants.org/PNGtrees/Tree
Descriptions/Nothofagus_grandis_Blume.
html 
 
 
 
Source (flower):  
http://plantillustrations.org/illustration.ph
p?id_illustration=383542&SID=0&mobile=
0&code_category_taxon=9&size=1 

Flower Fruit/Seed 
    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Photo source: Fazang K, Technical Assistant, FRI, 
Lae, Morobe Province   
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8. Chimbu (Simbu) Province 

 

General information/Overview 

 

1. Location 

Chimbu (Simbu) Province is located in the highlands of mainland of PNG and consists of mountain 

ranges, valley, plains and hills. 

           Provincial Administration Centre: 

           Land area:  

           Population:  

           Number of District: 

           

Number of Local Level Governments (LLGs):    

Kundiawa  

613, 341 ha 

376, 473 (2011) 

6 (Chuave, Gumine, Karimui-Nomane, Kerowagi, 

Kundiawa-Gembogl, Sina Sina- Yonggomugl) 

19 LLGs 

 

2. Forest Information  

Forest Area: 384, 257 ha 

  
Provincial Tree 

The provincial tree is ‘Dacrycarpus’ (scientifically known as Dacrycarpus imbricatus) and is commonly 

found in Lower Montane to Montane forest.  

 

Significance of Provincial tree:  

It is a softwood species and also known as highlands podocarp and has various uses such as 

construction of homes, furniture, fences, bridges, etc.  

The leaves are used for decorations for special occasions such as traditional dancing and burnt to 

repel insects.  
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Scientific name: 
Dacrycarpus imbricatus 

Family: 
Podocarpaceae 

Common Name/Trade name: 
Dacrycarpus 

 
Description  
A large canopy tree with a straight cylindrical bole, outer bark is grey or dark brown with slightly rough 
or smooth, scaly or flaky texture. Inner bark blaze pink or pale red with non-sticky bright red sap. Leaves: 
simple, both upper and under surface green. Flowers:  very small to minute white flowers. Fruits: small 
dark green cone and contains a single seed. 
 

Tree Bark Leaf/Leaves 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Source:  
https://www.monaconatureencyclopedia.
com/dacrycarpus-imbricatus-2/?lang=en 
 

 

      
Source: 
http://www.pngplants.org/PNGtrees/Tree
Descriptions/Dacrycarpus_imbricatus_Blu
me_de_Laub_var.html  
 
 
 
 
  

 

  
Source: 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dacrycarpus_imbric
atus#/media/File:Dacrycarpus_imbricatus.JPG  

 
Note:    
 
Short description was from the PNG Plant 
database website (link below)  
 
http://www.pngplants.org/PNGtrees/Tree
Descriptions/Dacrycarpus_imbricatus_Blu
me_de_Laub_var.html  
 
 

 

Flower Fruit/Seed 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Source: 
https://singapore.biodiversity.online/speci
es/P-Gymn-000030 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Source:  
http://www.biotik.org/laos/species/d/dacim/daci
m_03_en.html (female cones above) 
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9. Western Highlands Province 

 

General information/Overview 

 

1. Location 

Western Highlands Province is located in the highlands of PNG and consists of valleys and mountain 

ranges. The province is well known for its coffee plantation and shares the border with Jiwaka 

province. 

           Provincial Administration Centre: 

           Land area:  

           Population:  

           Number of District: 

           

Number of Local Level Governments (LLGs):    

Mt. Hagen 

432, 998 ha 

362, 850 (2011) 

4 (Dei, Mount Hagen, Mul-Baiyer,  

Tambul-Nebilyer) 

9 LLGs 

 

2. Forest Information  

Forest Area: 142, 262 ha 

  
Provincial Tree 

The provincial tree is ‘PNG Oak’ (scientifically known as Castanopsis accuminatissima) and is 

commonly found in Lower Montane to Montane forest.  

 

Significance of Provincial tree:  

It is a hardwood timber species and is commonly used for construction of homes, fences, furniture 

and bridges. The fruits and nuts are edible while sap from the bark has medicinal properties for 

herbal remedy. The leaves are used for decorations for special occasions such as cultural dances and 

as well burnt to repel insects.  
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Scientific name: 
Castanopsis accuminatissima 

Family: 
Fagaceae 

Common Name/Trade name: 
PNG Oak 

 
Description  
A large canopy tree with markedly fluted straight bole. Outer bark grey or pale brown, rough, fissured 
and cracked. Inner bark red or pale brown, fibrous with non-sticky colourless sap. Leaves: simple, upper 
surface is green and lower is pale green or brownish green. Flowers: male and female flowers on the 
same plant. Small pale yellow, green or brown (pale fawn-coloured) flowers.  Fruit/Seed- small brown 
nut with a single seed. 
 

Tree Bark Leaf/Leaves 
 

 
Source: 
https://www.123rf.com/photo_46757006
_fresh-green-leaves-of-castanopsis-
trees.html?fromid=WEpHMFpyU2dVSzda
MDBDM2JvVEI3dz09 
 

 

  
Source: 
http://www.pngplants.org/PNGtrees/Tree
Descriptions/Castanopsis_acuminatissima_
Bl_A_DC.html  
 
 
 
 
  

 

  
Source: 
http://www.pngplants.org/PNGtrees/TreeDescript
ions/Castanopsis_acuminatissima_Bl_A_DC.html  
 

 
Note:    
 
Short description was from the PNG Plant 
database website (link below)  
 
Source: 
http://www.pngplants.org/PNGtrees/Tree
Descriptions/Castanopsis_acuminatissima
_Bl_A_DC.html  
 
 
 
 

 

Flower Fruit/Seed 

  
Source:  
https://memim.com/castanopsis-
acuminatissima.html  

 
Source:  
http://www.biotik.org/laos/species/c/casa
c/casac_07_en.html 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Source:  
https://www.flickr.com/photos/jackforest/235462
58383/in/photostream/ 
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http://www.pngplants.org/PNGtrees/TreeDescriptions/Castanopsis_acuminatissima_Bl_A_DC.html
http://www.pngplants.org/PNGtrees/TreeDescriptions/Castanopsis_acuminatissima_Bl_A_DC.html
http://www.pngplants.org/PNGtrees/TreeDescriptions/Castanopsis_acuminatissima_Bl_A_DC.html
http://www.pngplants.org/PNGtrees/TreeDescriptions/Castanopsis_acuminatissima_Bl_A_DC.html
http://www.pngplants.org/PNGtrees/TreeDescriptions/Castanopsis_acuminatissima_Bl_A_DC.html
https://memim.com/castanopsis-acuminatissima.html
https://memim.com/castanopsis-acuminatissima.html
http://www.biotik.org/laos/species/c/casac/casac_07_en.html
http://www.biotik.org/laos/species/c/casac/casac_07_en.html
https://www.flickr.com/photos/jackforest/23546258383/in/photostream/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/jackforest/23546258383/in/photostream/
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10. Sandaun (West Sepik) Province 

 

General information/Overview 

 

1. Location 

Sandaun (West Sepik) Province is on the northwest mainland of PNG and the landform comprises of 

plains, floodplains, swamps and hills. The province shares the border with Irian Jaya province of 

Indonesia. 

           Provincial Administration Centre: 

           Land area:  

           Population:  

           Number of District: 

           

Number of Local Level Governments (LLGs):    

Vanimo  

3, 592, 766 ha 

248, 411 (2011) 

4 (Aitape-Lumi, Telefomin, Nuku,  

Vanimo-Green River) 

18 LLGs 

 

2. Forest Information  

Forest Area: 2, 985, 102 ha 

  
Provincial Tree 

The provincial tree is ’Kwila’11 (scientifically known as Intsia palembanica) and is commonly found in 

Low Altitude Forest on Plains and Fans, and Low Altitude Forest on Uplands.   

 

Significance of Provincial tree:   

It is a hard wood species (strong and natural durability) and one of the major commercial species 

exported in round log form. Kwila has various uses such as construction for posts and timber for 

homes, bridges, etc.  

 

 

 

 

                                                           
11 There are two species of Intsia (Kwila); I.palembanica and I.bijuga where West Sepik has chosen I. palembanica 

palembanica and Madang has chosen I.bijuga. 
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Scientific name: 
Intsia palembanica 

Family: 
Fabaceae 

Common Name/Trade name:  
Kwila 

 
Description  
Kwila is a large canopy tree, straight cylindrical bole and buttress present. Outer bark is brown in colour, 
Leaves; spiral, compound pinnate (two or more pairs of leaflets), thickly leathery and glossy.  Flowers: 
small pale yellowish-white., Fruit/Seed:   a long green pod/legume (immature) containing 3 to more 
seeds which turns brown or black when it matures. 
 

Tree Bark Leaf/Leaves 

 
Source: 
https://www.cabi.org/isc/datasheet/2875
1#toPictures  
 

 
   
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Photo source: Saki S, Acting Project 
Supervisor, Provincial Forest Office, 
Vanimo, Sandaun Province  

 

 

 
Source: 
https://www.cabi.org/isc/datasheet/28751#toPict
ures  

 
Source: 
https://florafaunaweb.nparks.gov.sg/special-
pages/plant-detail.aspx?id=2972  
 

 
Note:    
 
 Short description was from different 
source.  
 
Intsia palembanica Miq. a. Flowering 
branch; b. flower with one calyx lobe 
removed (highlighted in red); c. pod; d. 
seed (a:Koster BW 11084.; b:van Royen 
5007.; c, d:Meijer SAN 19871.). Drawing 
Ding Hou 
 
Source: 
http://portal.cybertaxonomy.org/flora-
malesiana/node/7509#  

 

Flower Fruit/Seed 
  

  
Source: 
https://florafaunaweb.nparks.gov.sg/special-
pages/plant detail.aspx?id=2972   
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